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It is hard to speak the truth. It comes with consequences. Friends, foes, 
the system – nobody wants to rock the apple cart. Hence compromises. 
Sometimes at the cost of our personal value system, and also at the cost 
of the long-term good of our own people and society. You speak the 
truth, and everybody seems to be out to pillory you. But can you afford 
to remain mute at all times? When falsehood drives the polity and the 
society, you have to be courageous to stand up for what is good and just.

I sometimes find myself alien among my own people. They sense what is wrong, but 
nobody wants to acknowledge it. Many fear the consequences, and with reason. Others 
have their hands coloured in blood. They make money on the dirty games played here.

What are the consequences of living in fear? This realization has not dawned yet. A 
laughing and blooming society known for its pluralistic and tolerant ethos has been 
criminalized. Evils are erupting. The society has an ugly face now. Murderers are mas-
querading as human rights defenders. The bizarre has been normalized.

And yet, hope springs eternal in the human breast. All we need is the will, and some 
courage to come out of this morass. Listening to a beautiful song recently, I was struck by 
the words. Mera sar jhukta gaya aur vo vo khuda hota gaya. This is what we have come 
to. Total capitulation to evil.

We need to cut through the lies and stare the evil in eye. The history of human  
civilization tells us that the good always wins. So we shall, Inshallah.

 Bashir assad

A publication of media analysis Centre Kashmir    A Lehar Initiative 

mera sar jhukta gaya aur vo vo khuda hota gaya
Break The Toxic Capitulation To evil
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he frequent killings of Kashmiri civilians irrespective of religion continue 
to devastate the Valley. Policemen are being targeted in cold blood. Even 
their families are not being spared. Our people in general and our youth 
in particular need to realize big time that the poisonous wave of religious 
radicalization which has swept through our valley will only lead us towards 
more self-destruction and complete annihilation. 

Collectively, as a society, we need to realize for our own good that we 
Kashmiris need to stop playing into the devious hands of Pakistan’s deep 
state. Otherwise only further doom, death and destruction await us. 

Extremist religious ideologies lead to savagery under which human lives 
lose their precious value. Our youth cannot continue to become the fodder 
for it. This continued blindness is going to achieve nothing good except 
further devastation of Kashmiri life and society. 

religious  
fundamentalism 
has Taken root in 

Kashmir

This Talibanization 
is a grave Threat To 

Our Civilizational 
ethos  

Collectively, as a society, we need to realize for our own good that we Kashmiris need to stop 
playing into the devious hands of Pakistan’s deep state. Otherwise only further doom, death 
and destruction await us

by Jan niSSim

T

The Writing 
On The Wall! 
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ley has been an unexpected de-
velopment. We Kashmiris are 
aware of the underlying reality. 
We are aware that over the last 
many years, fertile ground has 
been prepared in the Kashmiri 
society for these extremist ide-
ologies to take root. 

We know that during the de-
cade preceding Burhan Wani 
and the new breed of militants, 
there had been a steady decline 
in militancy in the Valley. But 
during those years when mili-
tancy was down, did we notice 

that Kashmiri society was being 
deeply radicalized? Did we ac-
knowledge this truth? 

During these years when  
mi l itancy was down, why 
were our youth being taken to-
wards extremist interpretations  
o f  I s l a m l i ke  Wa habi sm ,  
Salafism, and Deobandism?  
Who was leading them there? 
Who wa s  i ndoc t r i na t i ng  
t he i r  v u l ne r a b l e  m i nd s ? 
Did we question it? Did we  
challenge this downslide of our 
society?

OUr YOUTh are 
Being TaUghT TO 
haTe PlUraliSm, 

TOleranCe, 
DemOCraCY, anD 

SeCUlariSm

For centuries, the majority of 
Muslims in the valley followed 
a syncretic philosophy of Islam 
which laid down emphasis on the 
universal values of pluralism and 
tolerance. But today, our youth 
are taught to hate pluralism, tol-
erance, democracy, and secular-
ism which have been hallmarks 
of Kashmiriyat. Instead, they 
are taught Shariat yaa Shahadat! 
Who is doing this to us? Why 
are we suffering this civiliza-
tional decline? 

Our youth are being indoctri-
nated to develop hatred towards 
Hindus. We blame Kashmiri 
Pandits for everything. Even 
their suffering is denied. 

Unfortunately, through these 
years, the Kashmiri social para-
digm has undergone radical 
change. Religious fundamental-
ism has taken root in the Valley. 
Our children are being raised 
amidst these radical ideologies 
which promote intra-religious 
and intra-sectarian hatred. There 
has been a proliferation of ex-
tremist groups and ideologies 
like Wahabis, Salafis and Deo-
bandis in Kashmir valley.

In the last two decades, there 
has also been a manifold increase 
in the Darasgahs (seminaries), 
Mosques and the human re-
source that these groups control. 

During that period, extremist 
preachers freely held congrega-
tions and distributed literature. 
We stood by and watched qui-
etly and in fear as these extrem-
ist preachers radicalized our 
society on the ‘Taliban’ lines. 

STOP The DrifT  
TOWarDS  

exTremiST 
 inTerPreTaTiOnS 

Of iSlam

The surge in the radical sen-
timents among the Kashmiri 
youth with their drift towards the 
more extremist interpretations of 
Islam like Wahabism or Salaf-
ism has only brought us death 
and destruction in all spheres. If 
anything, this path of radical ji-
had has diluted the political and 
democratic essence of our state. 
We are far from political eman-
cipation because we have allowed 
ourselves to become proxies of 
Pakistan’s deep state. By choos-
ing religious extremism, we have 
chosen the path of doom, death 
and destruction.

There is something else we 
need to ponder upon critically. 
When some of state’s policies pro-
vide ground to violent practices, 
there occurs a counter-reaction. 
At times, this takes things to the 
other extreme. The state has to 
necessarily correct many of its 
policies and has to adopt a more 
humane approach in ameliorating 
the people’s suffering. There is no 
doubt about that.

aSK QUeSTiOnS 
PeaCefUllY,  

DemOCraTiCallY

 

Right thinking people should 
continuously ask questions in a 
peaceful and democratic man-
ner. People in Kashmir and also 
in the rest of India are continu-
ously doing it. But for a moment, 
let’s pause and reflect by looking 
inwards to see what we Kash-
miris have done to ourselves. 
Ultimately, it is we who are at 
loss – and a terrible loss at that. 
It is not bad to question oneself 
honestly when everything has 
gone wrong. 

For many people, including 
those in the political and secu-
rity establishment, the recent 
fundamentalist stir especially 
post Burhan Wani in the val-
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Our  babies have to be safe in our hands. We have to raise them in 
the Kashmir where they can pursue their dreams and aspirations Our children look upon us with trust that we shall secure their 

future in an affirmative, democratic space 

There Is An urgency To reTrIeve 
The KAshmIrI  IdenTITy from  

fALLIng InTo The Abyss of  
reLIgIous TyrAnny sponsored  

by The pAKIsTAnI deep sTATe
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Hate preachers and their various 
organizations indulged in sys-
tematic indoctrination of youth 
using easily available religious 
platforms like congregations, 
gatherings, Friday sermons, lit-
erature, and even social media. 

DiSaSSOCiaTe frOm 
religiOUS 

fanaTiCiSm

There is, of course, a need for 
organizing a genuinely peaceful, 
democratic and political struggle 
in Jammu and Kashmir to meet 
people’s aspirations. It has to be 
dissociated from religious fa-
naticism. It is a known fact that 
whenever fascist forces emerge 
in any society, like they arose 
in Kashmir, dissent, pluralism 
and tolerance are its first casual-
ties. It should matter more to us 
in Kashmir as we are the ones 
who are on the path of dissent as 
we struggle for our democratic 
rights. Having been bred and 
brought up under the constant 
shadows of gun, one will inevi-
tably be perplexed at what peace 
and democracy means under 
such circumstances. Existing in 
the shadows of the gun, people 
in Kashmir have undoubtedly 
lost faith in such ideas. But if at 
all we are talking about any so-
lution, its path only lies through 
a democratic way in the form of 
people’s will. 

Religious fascism is its stark 
antithesis. For a consensus on 
the fulfil lment of legitimate 
Kashmir i aspirat ions, rel i-
gious extremism has to be de-
feated. The people of India also 
need to be reminded about this 
essential concept. 

aBYSS Of 
religiOUS TYrannY 

SPOnSOreD BY 
PaKiSTani DeeP 

STaTe

There is an urgency to retrieve 
the Kashmiri identity from fall-
ing into the abyss of religious tyr-

anny sponsored by the Pakistani 
deep state. And if this is not tyr-
anny, then what is? These bloody 
times in Kashmir demand that all 
people to go back to the methods 
of constitutionalism. This in-
volves building solidarity, support 
and strength for the truly secular 
and progressive forces which are 

the real bulwark against the fas-
cist forces. The other like minded 
political forces who believe in the 
constitutionalism and the essen-
tial secular, plural and tolerant 
values of republicanism, must also 
come together to help. 

The idea of a modern secular 
society is not alien to Kashmiri 
civilizational ethos. It is some-
thing that is completely na-
tive and inherent in the idea of 
Kashmiriyat which is based on 
the universal ethos of secular-
ism and pluralism. This is some-
thing that has been taught to us 
by the teachings of all the poets 
and saints of the past beginning 
from such figures as Lalla Ded 
and Sheikul Alam or Nund Rishi.

KaShmiriYaT iS 
OUr iDenTiTY, 
alSO The WaY 

aheaD

Kashmiriyat or the syncretic 
confluence of diverse faiths and 
cultures is the essential identity 
of Kashmir. This pluralist ethos 
has historically defined the idea 
of Kashmir and Kashmiriyat. 
And this is precisely the discourse 
that needs to be put back into the 
Kashmiri social mainstream. 
But unfortunately, we have had 
to pay a heavy price because of 
the conflict and rise of religious 
extremism. Both politically and 
socially, our rights and plural fab-
ric have taken a terrible beating. 
Any emancipatory solution to 
the genuine aspirations of all the 
people of the state lies within the 
framework and spirit of democ-
racy and secularism. It is vital that 
both in Kashmir and the rest of 
India, such humane concepts and 
ideals continue to survive. 

(The writer is an alumnus of 
Kashmir University) 
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our chILdren Are beIng rAIsed 
AmIdsT rAdIcAL IdeoLogIes whIch 

promoTe InTrA-reLIgIous And 
InTrA-secTArIAn hATred
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We have to protect our Kashmir which blooms and blossoms
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he killing spree in Kashmir 
by the terrorists continues. 
Innocent, unarmed people 
are being targeted every now 
and then. Even women are 
not spared. In Hari Parigam 
village of Tral, on June 27 
terrorists barged into the 
house of Fayaz Ahmad Bhat, 

working as a Special Police Officer (SPO) with 
J&K Police. They showered bullets indiscrimi-
nately on Fayaz and his family. Fayaz and his wife 
were killed on the spot. His 25-year-old daughter 
succumbed in a Srinagar hospital on June 28. 

The terrorists were so barbaric that they kicked 
aside Fayaz’s 18-month-old grand-daughter before 
raining bullets upon him and his wife. This was 
the fourth terror attack in less than a week. 

Why are the terrorists killing innocent civil-
ians? The strategy is to create fear and panic in the 
society. What pleases the terrorists is the fear they 
create, and the resultant silence of the society at 
large. The brutality and the impunity with which 
the terrorists indulge in such heinous and cowardly 
acts have resulted in the moral numbness of the 
Kashmiri society. There are no condemnations, 
no protests, no agitations, no strikes, no elaborate 
funerals, no mourning, no chest beating. There are 
no cries on Facebook and other social media plat-
forms. No pictures of victims of terrorism lying in 
pools of blood are uploaded. There are no shares 
and no likes. 

This is the fear of the terrorism which looms 
large. The fear is pervasive and visible. There are 
only whispers – of the relatives of the deceased, of 
the community, of passers-by. Hearts are heavy but 
you cannot exhale. Eyes are numb but you cannot 
cry. The mind swarms with questions but the lips 
remain sealed because of the fear of terrorists. 

Instead, many among us exercise our democratic 
freedom to abuse, accuse and blame the state. 
Many use their democratic freedom not only to 
protest but also to instigate and provoke. People 
love to be critical of the state, its apparatus, its law 
and enforcing agencies. The reason is clear: be-
cause of its limitations and responsibilities, the state 
cannot be feared. 

The SilenCe helPS  
The TerrOriSTS 

The fear is only from the non-state actors because 
there is no first information report, no hearing in 
the court of law, no argument to prove your in-
nocence, no right to defend yourself. They come, 
hit you and run. 

The silence is a win win for terrorists and terror 
apologists. It counts as your approval and the license 
to kill you. Fear is the toxin injected into us. Silence 
is read as our approval. That means that the next 
door neighbor, the close relative, the friends, the 
family – all approve of the killings by a terrorists. 

The silence is also intentional and deliberate. It 

implies that we are collaborators in the killings of 
the innocents. We are not even ready to identify 
the killer. Over the last three decades, terror apolo-
gists have perfected the use of the phrase, “uniden-
tified gunmen”. 

A father or a mother before whose eyes their son 
is killed repeats the same numbly. “Unidentified 
gunmen” killed their son. We are ready to identify 
a uniformed man among hundreds of his mates and 
colleagues for “manhandling, beating up, thrash-
ing”. But we are not willing to identify the terrorist 
who breaks the windowpane, enters your house 

12

The bruTALITy And ImpunITy of TerrorIsTs hAs 
mAde KAshmIrIs morALLy numb. There Are no 

condemnATIons, AgITATIons or crIes on socIAL 
medIA. no pIcTures of vIcTIms of TerrorIsm  

LyIng In pooLs of bLood Are upLoAded

T
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and showers bullets. 
After the killing of Fayaz Ahmad, a senior police 

officer said to his neighbours, “Souls when soaked 
in guilt are the heaviest, and not voicing against 
brutality is a guilt many of us bear. Let’s stand to-
gether for whom we care”. This statement is highly 
telling of the silence of the Kashmiris even against 
brutal attacks by terrorists. 

We notice the suspicious movement of some 
Over Ground Workers (OGWs) during the day. 
We identify them but we cannot name them. This 
is the fear that the terrorists exercise. Our silence 
is seen as sanction for the heinous crimes. This is 
exactly what terrorism and terrorists stand for. It is 
the universal strategy of the terrorists to create fear 
among the people who they claim to be fighting 
for. 

fear iS TerrOriST gamePlan

This reminds me of an interesting anecdote 
revealed by a senior intelligence officer. The officer 
narrates that during his posting in Afghanistan 
some years ago, he was taken to a place outside 
Kabul. The son-in-law of the chief of Haqqani 
Network had been captured and detained by the 

Afghan forces. Here goes his account.
“The Indian Ambassador to Kabul was accom-

panying me. We were taken to the room where 
the son-in-law of Siraj-ud-din Haqqani had been 
detained. He was the third most powerful terrorist 
in the Haqqani Network. Through an interpreter 
I asked him, Why do you kill people indiscrimi-
nately in schools and mosques? What’s the purpose 
served? 

He looked at me and said, The question is genu-
ine. It deserves a truthful response. Terrorists know 
that they have nothing to offer to people who 
they claim to be fighting for. They don’t have any 
roadmap. By killing people indiscriminately, we 
create fear and disorder in the society. The mes-
sage is that the state cannot protect its citizens. We 
create disorder to build the narrative that we only 
can protect you”. 

ThiS iS OlD  
TerrOriSm STraTegY

In Bollywood blockbuster Sholay, the villain 
Gabbar Singh kills a boy and sends him back to the 
village Ramgarh, his body dumped on the back 
of a horse. He leaves a letter in the boy’s pocket. 

It reads, “Ramgad ke wassiyo, Gabar ke kehar se 
tumhe ek he aadmi bacha sakhta hai, aur wo hai 
khud Gabbar”. This is the universalized strategy of 
the terrorists.

No Social Pushback – Terrorists Gain
The success rate of this strategy varies from 

society to society and from region to region. In 
societies which are fearful and don’t respond, the 
strategy works for long. Communities and societ-
ies which repel these forces and don’t accept their 
diktat for long are able to oust terrorism. 

In Punjab, it was the people who decided they 
had had enough. A Punjabi friend once explained 
to me the reason why Punjabis were able to uproot 
terrorism from their land. “Punjabis love the good 
life. They love to laugh and party. They love their 
lavish weddings and grand functions. Within a 
few years, they realized that terrorism had robbed 
them of all joy of life. It had replaced the joy with 
fear. From then on, the days of terrorism were 
numbered,” he told me. 

Kashmiris like me whose youth was spent in a 
happy, laughing Valley know that this was our life 
too. We too loved the good life, laughing and blos-
soming in our Kashmir. 

All that has changed. We Kashmiris have been 

bearing the brunt of terrorism for more than 
30 years. Thousands have been killed by ter-
rorists in broad daylight, Properties have been 
destroyed. 

But Kashmiris don’t speak up. They don’t protest 
terrorism. Apart from the fear of the terrorists, 
Kashmir’s terrorism has been religionalized. The 
so-called opinion leaders, the conflict entrepre-
neurs in media, politics, business and education 
quickly attribute cowardly terrorist acts to “unre-
solved conflict”. They justify the miseries and ago-
nies inflicted on the people by the terrorists. They 
condone what should not have been condoned. 
And justify what should have been condemned. 
This is the sag of the terrorism of Kashmir. A 
strong, collective response to cowardly terrorist 
acts is missing. Everyone is yearning for individual 
safety. 

We forget Martin Niemoller’s famous words. 
“First they came for the socialists, and I did not 
speak out-because I was not a socialist. Then they 
came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak 
out- because I was not a trade unionist. Then they 
came for the Jews, and I did not speak out-because 
I was not a Jew. Then they came for me- and there 
was no one left to speak for me.”

In KAshmIr, A sTrong, 
coLLecTIve response 

To cowArdLy 
 TerrorIsT AcTs Is 

mIssIng. everyone Is 
yeArnIng for 

 IndIvIduAL sAfeTy 
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ammu and Kash-
mir’s Anti Cor-
ruption Bureau 
has charge-sheet-
ed two former 
Chairmen of JK 
Bank, Shaikh 

Mushtaq and Parvaiz Nengroo, 
and 17 other officers of the bank 
for the recruitment scam. The 
man who moved the strings of 
this entire puppet show has been 
allowed to go scot free. 

Everybody in the power cor-
ridors of Kashmir knows who 
moved the strings of the scam. 
Mehbooba’s maternal uncle Sartaj 
Madni, who played shadow chief 
minister during her two-year 
tenure in the CM chair.

Mehbooba became chief min-
ister of the erstwhile state of J&K 
in April 2016. Her chief minister-
ship abruptly ended in June 2018. 
During this time, Commissioner 
Secretaries of all departments 
would visit Madni’s residence in 
the morning, seek his blessings 
and then go to their respective 
offices.  

Madni presided over the cor-

rupt government of Mehbooba 
Mufti. Those whom Mufti and 
Madni wanted to favour were 
handed over appointment letters 
into Jammu and Kashmir’s most 
eminent institutions. 

So it was that backdoor ap-
pointments happened in JK Bank. 
In small batches over two years, 
hordes of freeloaders were given 
appointment letters, making them 
staffers of JK Bank. The modus 
operandi was this. Recommenda-
tion letters from Madni reached 
the Chairman of JK Bank. The 
Chairman e passed orders to his 
staff to do the needful. 

fOrmer gOvernOr 
mr SaTYaPal maliK 

TOOK nOTe Of  
The COmPlainTS

Interestingly, the scam was ex-
posed after former J&K Governor 
Mr Satyapal Malik acted upon 
the complaints received by him 
regarding fraudulent appoint-
ments at the bank. Mr Malik 
handed over the complaints to 
the Anti-Corruption Bureau to 
investigate the case. ACB found 
that 582 men and women recom-
mended by Sartaj Madni had 
been fraudulently appointed at 
the bank. Sources reveal that the 
actual number of such illegal ap-
pointments is over 3,000. Similar 
appointments took place in other 
institutions of Jammu and Kash-
mir, and are being investigated.   

The inquiry revealed that dur-
ing the PDP-BJP led government 
in the state, relatives of politicians 
or those carrying a strong recom-
mendation letter were given jobs 
at JK Bank. Madni, the main 
culprit who ran the recruitment 
mafia, has escaped without men-
tion. Officers associated with the 

SarTaJ maDni  
ran recruitment  
mafia for JK Bank

Two former Chairmen 
and 17 Officers  

Charge-Sheeted,  
maDni 

gOeS  
SCOT 
free

more than 3,000   illegal appointments

by Waseem  gUl

J
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mehbooba mufti’s maternal 
uncle Sartaj madni: The shadow 
chief minister during her tenure

PDP chief mehbooba mufti
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case reveal that there is enough 
evidence to nail him. 

During the course of investi-
gation, raid was carried out by 
the ACB officials at J&K Bank’s 
corporate headquarters. Incrimi-
nating documents were seized 
from the HR Department and the 
Recruitment Department. 

reCrUiTmenTS  
DeSPiTe heavY  

lOSSeS 

The appointments were done 
on the basis of the money paid 
for the post, or closeness to the 
PDP-BJP leaders. Most appoin-
tees were from the south Kash-
mir. Sources reveal that those 
candidates who did not enjoy 

close connection to powerful 
politicians had to pay Rs 3 lakh 
to Rs 5 lakh for the appoint-
ment. 

No procedures were followed 
for the recruitment. Documen-
tal verification was not done. 
Previous crime records were 
not checked. The result – eight 
stone pelters were given plush 
jobs at JK Bank. The deserv-
ing candidates were rejected for 
trivial reasons. 

The recruitment was done 
when the bank was suffering 
the loss of about 200 crores 
approximately. At this time, 
the bank could have focused on 
reducing its liabilities and bring 
down the losses. Even during 
this critical period, the top brass 

of JK Bank was busy making 
money or earning political 
brownies for the appointments. 

“mehBOOBa  
BaJi emPlOYeD mY  

UneDUCaTeD Wife in 
JK BanK!”

However one may try to 
hide, skeletons tumble out of 
the cupboard. Recently, visitors 
to DC Office, Anantnag were 
left laughing on witnessing the 
fight between two Kashmiris. 
One Kashmiri had said some-
thing offensive against PDP 
chief Mehbooba Mufti. The 
second Kashmiri was Mohd 
Muteen Wagay, a youth PDP 
leader from Nai Basti, Anant-

nag. He shouted at the man 
who had spoken against Mufti: 
“I will put an end to the person, 
whosoever, who shows any kind 
of disrespect to Baji (Mehbooba 
Mufti). She is my leader. She 
engaged my uneducated wife 
in JK Bank. How can I toler-
ate any insult to her?” Muteen 

shouted. 
The manager of a branch 

of JK Bank at Anantnag 
told KZINE that in his branch, 
three persons had been re-
cruited who could not even read 
the alphabets on a document. 
Clearly, Muteen was right. 

Such favouritism is costing 
Kashmir dear. A youth of Bud-
gam told KZINE that the 

favoritism, nepotism and caste 
discrimination is damaging 
Kashmir society. “Our potential 
and creativity is ignored. This is 
one of the reasons why we have 
high cynicism in our society, 
and rise in cases like suicide, 
drug addiction and joining mil-
itancy. Our leaders have sown 
hate amongst us through their 
policies and practices. How can 
they expect the harvest of love? 
They will receive only hate 
from the youth,” he said.

Nepotism has been the stan-
dard formula for jobs at various 
departments like PHE, Irriga-
tion, R&B, state schools, col-
leges and universities etc, and 
even the health department and 
other departments. 

About three years ago, the 
lists of regularization of daily 
wagers were circulated on social 
media. It was found that three, 
four and even five members of a 
single family were adjusted for 
recruitment in different depart-
ments. Those who were regu-
larized had not worked as daily 
wagers in any department. 

his is the cost of making a few political griev-
ances many decades ago the reason for ter-
rorism in Kashmir for 30 years. On June 28, 
an 18-month-old girl was kicked mercilessly 
by Jaish terrorists. The terrorists entered the 

house of ailing SPO Fayaz Ahmed in Hariparigam vil-
lage in Awantipora, south Kashmir, around 10:30 pm and 
started thrashing him. His wife Raja Begum and 22-year-
old daughter Rafia frantically tried to save him, but met 
with the same fate. Fayaz Ahmed’s daughter in law Saima 
laid her baby at the feet of the terrorists, pleading them 
to spare the family. The terrorists mercilessly kicked the 
18-month-old child and her mother, and sprayed bullets 
upon Fayaz and his wife. The couple were killed on the 
spot. Their daughter Rafia sustained grievous injuries and 
died the next day.

The barbarians who kick our tender children mercilessly 
and kill us in cold blood. These are the barbarians hold-
ing our paradise to ransom. They are terrorizing us and 
degrading us because we are deliberately blind to their 
inhumanity.

You can’t keep snakes in your backyard and expect them 
only to bite your neighbours. Eventually those snakes are 
going to turn on whoever has them in the backyard. 

hOW far 
We have 
COme

This is the cost of our deliberate  
blindness to our fatal errors

Jaish terrorists kicked 18-month-old 
baby before killing police officer’s family

T
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Sartaj Madni played shadow chief minister 
for niece Mehbooba. He moved the strings 
of this entire puppet show. Those  
associated with the probe say there is 
enough evidence to nail him
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n December 2020, Ruwa Shah wrote in 
Al Jazeera about her grandfather Syed Ali 
Geelani. 

(He was) now struggling to compre-
hend the most mundane things going on 
around him. He could not even recognise 
the faces of his own family members.

Ruwa Shah’s statement in her write-up was 
testimony to the fact that Syed Ali Geelani has 
been suffering from dementia for two years. She 
admitted that Geelani, her maternal grandfather, 
is not able to recall and identify his family mem-
bers. Those near and dear to Geelani have publicly 
stated that the old man is not able to recognise 
people around him.

But Pakistan is making the comatose Geelani 
speak.

On July 2, Geelani tweeted: Political prancing 
about in New Delhi and Srinagar meaningless 
and infantile. Observe complete shutdown on 
July 8 and 13 as a gesture of solidarity and full 
adherence with the mission of the martyrs.

Pakistan, this statement is so ISI. It has ISI 
stamped all over it.

How come Geelani’s masters are not aware that 
his popularity among the Kashmiri youth sharply 
declined soon after Burhan Wani emerged on the 
scene as the poster boy around 2016. Geelani was 
elbowed out by new generation terrorists Burhan, 
Zakir Naik, Riyaz Naikoo and others.

There was no love lost between the terrorist 
commanders and Geelani. The old man’s care-
fully constructed political empire was crumbling 
before his eyes. Soon, he lost grip over the separat-
ist and secessionist narrative.

Simultaneously, for the first time in his political 
career spread over 45 years, the law enforcement 
agencies started investigating Geelani’s assets. Ha-
wala channels funneling the riches to him were 
busted. Geelani’s sons and sons in law came under 
the scanner. The so-called grand-daddy of Kash-
miri separatism was easily tamed. He fell silent. 

For decades, Geelani lorded over the deaths of 
the Kashmiris. He flourished while they suffered. 
But life came full circle for Geelani. He had never 
imagined that his children would taste suffering 
too. It has happened.

Pakistan is attributing the statement over the 
Delhi meeting and the sham bandh call to a man 
neither dead nor alive.

PaKiSTan 
makes  

Comatose  
geelani Speak, 

he Doesn’t  
matter anyway

LAw enforcemenT  
AgencIes busTed The  

hAwALA chAnneLs  
funneLIng The rIches To 
geeLAnI. he, hIs sons And 
sons In LAw cAme under 

The scAnner. The  
so-cALLed grAnd-dAddy 
of KAshmIrI sepArATIsm 

wAs eAsILy TAmed. he 
feLL sILenT 

i

2120



    KZINE July 2021  KZINE July 202122 23

n June 23, 
Istanbul-based 
Turkish media 
giant TRT 
World pub-
lished a news 
feature written 

by a Kashmiri named Suhail A 
Shah, who tweets at @shahsu-
hayl.

The headline of the report: 
Kashmir’s heroin crisis is reach-
ing epidemic proportions. Read 
the news feature here: https://
www.trtworld.com/magazine/
kashmir-s-heroin-crisis-is-
reaching-epidemic-propor-
tions-47761

Witness sham journalism! 
Blind to the elephant in the 
room. Blind to the geo-politics 
driving terror and drugs in 
Kashmir.

Where are the drugs coming 
from?

Does Jammu and Kashmir 
produce them?

Does the rest of India produce 
these drugs and supply them to 
Kashmir?

No.
These drugs come from across 

the border, produced in golden 
crescent area of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. They are smuggled 
into Kashmir by Pakistan.

Yes. The heroin crisis is reach-
ing endemic proportions in 
Kashmir. But does TRT World 
tell you that Kashmir is fight-

ing narco-terrorism? Does TRT 
World reveal that terrorism in 
Kashmir is being financed by the 
sale of drugs?

TRT World is silent on the fact 
that the parts of Kashmir which 
have strong terror networks and 
terrorist movement have higher 
drug trade at district level. The 
local terrorists and the Over-

Ground Workers provide the 
eco-system for supplying the 
drug supply chains. The police 
and security forces are fighting 
not just terrorism but narco-
terror too.

TRT World does not reveal 
that Pakistan is using drones to 

drop arms and ammunition in 
Kashmir, and also for dropping 
narcotics. Frequent seizure of 
these drone consignments have 
been made by the police, but 
heavy supply continues.

Pakistan Has Invested Heav-
ily in Making Kashmiri Youth 

Drug Addicts, Also Indoctrinat-
ing Them. TRT World Does 
Not Reveal This

The Turkish media giant and 
the so-called journalist from 
Kashmir conveniently belt out 
the trope – Kashmir is on fire 
with drugs.

TRT world does not tell you 
the inconvenient truth – that 
Pakistan has invested heavily into 
making Kashmiri youth drug 
addicts. Pakistan has poured in 
money to destroy our young 
generation.

The problem of drug abuse 
was alien to the Kashmiri society. 
Just a few decades ago in which if 
it was found out that charas (can-
nabis) was being grown on any 
field in Kashmir, the Kashmiris 
would themselves go and destroy 
the field.

This is the same society that 
Pakistan has destroyed by 
pumping in drugs. Now the 
Kashmiri society is not able to 
control the fire of drug abuse 

SPeaK

O
a young Kashmiri ruined by drug abuse 

Turkish Media Giant Doesn’t Say Pakistan Is Infesting 
Kashmir With Drugs To Serve Its Evil Ends

TrT World’s 
Blind Bluster 

The state is fighting not just terrorism but also  
narco terror in Kashmir 

JK Police setting fire to drugs seized in Pulwama, south Kashmir
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Pakistan used cross-Line of Control (LOC) trade with India to deepen the drug networks 
in Kashmir. The trade routes were used by rogue merchants to smuggle narcotics into 

India. The routes were also used as a conduit for hawala money, weapons and fake curren-
cy. Several such consignments were confiscated by the Indian security agencies. Finally in 
April 2019, India suspended the cross- LoC trade in Jammu and Kashmir. According to top 
security officers, the misuse was happening “on a very large scale.”

Probes by security agencies revealed that a significant number of persons engaged in the 
trade were closely associated with terrorist organizations in Kashmir.

Cross-LOC trade began in 2008 with the setting up two Trade Facilitation Centres located 
at Uri’s Salamabad in Baramulla, and Chakkan-da-Bagh in Poonch. The trade used to take 
place four days a week. It was based on barter system and zero duty basis.

CrOSS-lOC TraDe BeTWeen inDia, 
PaKiSTan WaS USeD fOr  
fUnnelling Of illegal WeaPOnS, 
narCOTiCS, faKe CUrrenCY

The Trade facilitation 
Centre at Uri’s Salamabad 
in Baramulla district. lOC 
trade was suspended by 
india in 2019 after it was 
found that the routes were 
being used to smuggle ille-
gal weapons, narcotics and 
fake currency into india on 
a very large scale

Pakistan is using drones to drop arms and ammunition 
in Kashmir, and also for dropping narcotics

raging in its midst. Parents are 
scared of their children falling 
prey to drug abuse.

The TriPle WhammY  
DeSTrOYing  

KaShmir
Destroying Kashmir is Paki-

stan’s well conceived strategy.
For three decades, Pakistan has 

exploited its religious and lin-
guistic affinity with Kashmir to 
indoctrinate the Kashmiris with 
deadly Islamist ideology and the 
most extremist interpretations of 
Islam like Wahabism, Salafism 

and Deobandism.
Second, Pakistan has flooded 

the social media in Kashmir with 
massive disinformation and lies 
in order to poison vulnerable 
Kashmiri minds.

Third, Pakistan has used narco 
terrorism as a war tactic to waste 
the young Kashmiri human 
resource.

TRT World and the fake 
journo are content to skim 
the surface of the iceberg. The 
fake journo does not have the 
guts to address the root cause 
of Kashmir’s drug malaise in 
Kashmir. TRT World does 
not want to reveal Pakistan’s 
culpability for the epidemic of 
drug abuse and narco terrorism 
in Kashmir.

Both are molding facts for the 
convenience of their masters.

This is deliberate international 
disinformation and journalistic 
deceit. These are deliberate fabri-
cations to target India, and they 
should be treated so.

The play fields should be 
leveled.
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ultural 
destruction 
has become 
an instru-
ment of terror 
in a global 
campaign to 

destabilise civilizations, spread 
hatred and erase memory. This 
cultural cleansing is a war crime 
that is currently being utilized as 
a war tactic to separate mankind 
from its shared heritage. As a 
result, cultural preservation must 
be a component of all humani-
tarian and security activities. It 
cannot be separated from the 
protection of human lives and the 
assistance we owe to all victims.

TerrOriSTS  
DegraDeD,  

DehUmanizeD  
mODeraTe  
KaShmiriS

Kashmir has been a conten-
tious region for many years, dat-
ing back to the partition of India 
and Pakistan. Conflicts have 
erupted for a variety of reasons, 
both external (such as geopoliti-
cal conflicts between Southeast 
Asia’s three nuclear contenders) 
and internal (such as a cul-
tural divide). For both India and 
Pakistan, all of these factors have 
resulted in multiple wars and 
immense death and damage. The 
most serious consequence of the 
aforementioned issues, however, 
has been endemic terrorism and 
the ensuing proxy war between 

Pakistan and India since 1988. 
Terrorism has wreaked havoc 

on the valley and its inhabitants. 
This terrorism does not seek to 
acquire a strategic advantage or 
territory from India. Instead, it 
aims to terrorize and exterminate 
innocent and moderate Kash-
miris in order to turn Kashmir 
into a radical Islamist hotbed. A 
secular, passive, Hindu-domi-
nated country like India would 
immediately be at conflict with 
such a region. As a result, the 
region would inevitably separate 
from India and join Pakistan. 
This proxy war, in which ter-

rorism is used instead of direct 
military action, has radically 
transformed the face of the Kash-
mir crisis. It has transformed the 
territorial conflict into a complex 
social, economic, political, mili-
tary, and religious issue that must 
be handled before Kashmir may 
enjoy peace and security.

In terms of the horror and 
atrocities experienced by the 
people of Kashmir today, it is 
being compared to some of the 
worst global genocides. Since 
1990, over 100,000 people have 
been killed in Kashmir, accord-
ing to official figures. Terrorists 
have used intimidation, terror, 
rape, murder, and assault against 
innocent Kashmiris (Hindus, 
Sikhs, and moderate Muslims) 
in order to drive them out of 
the state. Targets were classified 
as religious as well as political 
opponents. Because they were 
recognized as “informers” and 
“agents of India,” several of 
these people were slain. These 
people were usually intellectuals 
and moderates, such as doctors, 
teachers, attorneys, and poets. 
They were pillaged, and their 
riches were used to fund the ter-
rorists’ activities. 

Terrorists degraded and dehu-
manized moderate Kashmiris, in 
flagrant violation of the globally 
acknowledged Charter of Hu-
man Rights and other interna-
tional norms. Their ambitions 
included separating India from 
the state in order to build a new 
political order based on religion. 
Anyone who spoke out against 
the campaign was subjected to 
severe torture and persecution. 
Sikhs and Hindus were frequent-
ly dismembered, bled to death, 
strangulated by steel wires, 
burned alive, hung, impaled, and 
even had their eyeballs gouged 
out. As a result of the violence 

26 27

efforts to make 
Kashmir a radical 

islamist hotbed

by zoon The mOOn

our culture and the people trying their best to 
revoke and preserve it are in immense danger. 
The terrorist organizations are a threat to our 

heritage, as well as its protectors

CUlTUral CleanSing BY 
TerrOriSTS in KaShmir

C
Kashmir’s folk theatre Bhand Pather is possibly the oldest in the 
subcontinent, inspired from mainland india’s natya Shastra
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and brutality, almost 350,000 
Kashmiri Pundits have fled the 
region. Since 1988, there has 
been no evidence of this damage 
slowing down.

OUr PrizeD  
KaShmiri heriTage

Women clad in pherans and 
intricate jewellery would sing 
and sway on the groomed 
lawns of Shalimar Bagh, which 
overlooks the Dal Lake, in the 
beautiful years before terrorism 
crippled Kashmir. In his book 
Sahibs’ India: Vignettes from the 
Raj, Pran Nevile describes the 
effect that Kashmiri dancers had 
on their audience in the 19th cen-
tury as “sweet fantasy of a never 
to be forgotten night.” Foreign-
ers referred to them as “nautch” 
(dancing) girls, who were essen-
tially hafiza (reciters) who danced 
to Sufi melodies, a custom that is 
now abandoned.

Kashmir has a long history of 
dance, music, and drama. Its folk 
theatre Bhand Pather is possibly 
the oldest in the subcontinent, 
inspired from mainland India’s 

Natya Shastra and dedicated to 
Hindu goddess Shiva Bhagwati. 

Astonishingly, Kashmir pro-
duced several exceptional women 
who led social revolutions by 
shattering gender taboos around 
art, from Bhakti poetess Lallesh-
wari in the 14th century to the 
romantic Habba Khatoon in the 
16th century. In Salman Rush-
die’s novel Shalimar the Clown, 
the protagonist was a Pandit 
dancer Boonyi Kaul. She mar-
ries a Muslim tightrope walker, 
Noman. The metaphor reflected 
both the age-old syncretic con-
cord and the modern post-1990 
horrific war of Kashmir. 

OUr CUlTUre iS  
CeaSing TO exiST

It is with immense trepidation 
that we view our people, who 
had once been unmistakably 
interwoven with heart-warming 
brotherhood, rendered helplessly 
nonplussed and directionless. 
Amidst a myriad of undeniable 
troubles, we cannot help but 
wonder what it is that holds the 
power to have been our undoing, 

and what had held us all together 
in the first place. The answer, a 
rather obstinate one, is that our 
strength as a people has con-
sistently been, and will forever 
continue to be, pertaining to 
our culture, our art, our precious 
heritage. Although, it is somberly 
observed it has fell prey to certain 
meddlesome souls.

Kashmir has always remained 
a symbol of esteem for great 
musicians, artists, scholars, and 
teachers. Enormous contribu-
tion in terms of art, culture and 
music can be found everywhere. 
Sadly, less information is available 
about most of these contributors, 
especially Kashmir’s music 

artists. The main problems are the 
lack of a proper platform, funds, 
education about our music, and 
also, the hindrance in the promo-
tion of our art and culture. 

A musician explains the prob-
lems that the community faces: 
“It’s extremely difficult to make 
a living with any artistic job 
in today’s economy, but what’s 
challenging is getting by solely 

on music. India is celebrated for 
being rich in its cultural diversity. 
The country easily offers music 
by independent artists in almost 
over a hundred languages, but 
there still are a set of problems all 
musicians face. The problem for 
regional music is that the crowds 
who entertain independent music 
consider regional to be complete 
nuisance. The attempts of fusion 
are shunned off with claims of 
hypocrisy. A very small amount 
of people appreciate the effort put 
in. The others maintain that it is 
nothing but a waste 

of time. Every artist struggles 
immensely while pursuing their 
dream. It, more often than not, 
leaves one mentally disturbed, 
and most musicians give up and 
some go into a downward spiral 
of depression. For someone who 
plans to pursue music, the path 
is filled with questions of self-
doubt. When people ask what is it 
that I do for a living and I respond 
saying ‘music’, they always ask me 
about my “real” job. And this is a 
common scenario for all musi-

cians. I have a job like everyone 
else, and that is to conceptualize 
and deliver good music!”

Even well-established music 
bands face challenges. The lead 
singer of a music band in India 
explained to me, “The inde-
pendent music industry is not 
streamlined at all. The number of 
production houses that support 
music is miniscule.”

The road for every artist across 
sectors is full of thorns and 

bumps. Some major hustling is 
a part of the job description, if 
artists are to carve a niche for 
themselves in the creative sector. 
For us Kashmiris, the problem 
is compounded. The very first 
challenge that our culture is fac-
ing is the way it is ceasing to exist 
gradually. The young generation 
of Kashmir is not aware of just 
how rich our culture actually is. 
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Kashmiri teenager zaira Wasim, the overnight 
Bollywood star, was brutally attacked on social 
media for choosing a job that was “un-islamic”

Kashmiri filmmakers  
produced their first full-length 
film mainz raat (The night of 
henna) in 1964, a romance  
written by ali mohammad lone 
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The assault of the terrorists is re-
sulting in scarcity of the chances 
of our art to stay alive, with no 
one to take it forward. 

The TerrOriSTS 
have OPPreSSeD  

OUr arTS 

The changes that the deadly 
conflict has brought to Kash-
mir’s socio-cultural scene were 
highlighted when 16-year-old 
teenager from Srinagar and 
Dangal heroine Zaira Wasim was 
attacked on social media. Many 
criticized her for choosing a job 
that was “unislamic” and for  
“collaborating” with India.

“Male and female artists from 
both Pandit and Muslim groups 
flourished in Kashmir before 

the insurgency broke out,” said a 
veteran actor and director living 
in Srinagar. When over a dozen 
cinema talkies became popular in 
the Valley, Kashmiri filmmakers 
produced their first full-length 
film, Mainz Raat (The Night 
of Henna) in 1964, a romance 
written by Ali Mohammad 
Lone, starring Mukta and Hafiza 
Kausar. Even though Kashmiri 
cinema failed to take off due to 
a lack of state support, Kashmir 
remained the hottest location for 
Bollywood shoots with stars like 
Sharmila Tagore and Saira Bano 
until the late 1980s.

A senior film director in 
Srinagar says, “Kashmiri televi-
sion artists blossomed as well.” 
Kashmiri society admired and 
applauded melody queen Raj 

Begum and acclaimed singer 
Shameema Dev, who frequently 
appeared on television.

“Even though there was a 
conservative segment of society 
and fundamentalist organizations 
in Kashmir before the violence 
broke out in 1990, there were 
roughly 50 well-known ac-
tresses,” said a Kashmiri television 
producer who did not want to be 
identified. Lassa Koul, Director 
of Doordarshan Srinagar, was 
one of the first artists attacked by 
extremists. He was assassinated 
by Pakistan- sponsored Islamists 
in February 1990 while he was 
visiting his ailing parents. The 
hospital walls where his body 
was taken were plastered with 

callligraphic graffiti saying, LA 
SHARQIA LA GHARBIA, 
ISLAMIA ISLAMIA!

Soon after, almost a dozen 
Kashmiri girls were shot in the 
legs for wearing slacks and denim 
or leaving their heads uncovered, 
in defiance of the dress-code 
diktat. Terrorist organizations Al 
Fatah, Hezbollah, and the Allah 
Tigers – all issued threats.

Cinemas were closed, and they 
are still closed today. Shamima 
Akhtar, a TV actress, was assassi-
nated for working in a “unislam-
ic” and “immoral” profession, 
according to militant groups. 
Most private schools have made 
wearing the hijab a requirement. 
Abaya, a robe-like clothing for-
merly unknown in Kashmir, and 
burqa, a rare garment, became 

commonplace.
“When we were trying to 

revitalize the television and art 
industries in Srinagar in 1995, 
we couldn’t identify a single 
female artist. We were compelled 
to travel to Jammu, where the 
majority of Pandit performers 
had relocated. Things did, how-
ever, improve with the passage 
of time. In the Valley, we now 
have around 100 female actors,” a 
television producer stated.

A TV actress from Srinagar 
who has been a household name 
in Kashmir for the past 15 years 
admitted in an interview to 
Times of India, “For the kind of 
job I’ve been doing, I’ve never 
faced any societal pressure or 
public rage. I believe it’s because 
I’ve always worked with the end 
in mind, keeping my society’s 
sensitivities in mind,” she stated.

TerrOr aTTaCKS  
On meDia

The murder of senior journalist 
Shujaat Bukhari, editor-in-chief 
of the English daily Rising Kash-
mir, in broad daylight, shocked 
the entire media fraternity in the 
Valley—and had them wondering 
whether the killers will ever be 
brought to justice. Bukhari is not 
the first journalist who has fallen 
to the bullets of unidentified 
militants in Kashmir. So far, none 
of the killers have been caught 
and punished.

I have spoken of the killing 
of Lassa Koul in 1990. In April 
1991, Muhammad Shaban Vakil, 
editor of the vernacular daily 
Al-Safa, was killed in his office in 
Srinagar city. In September 1995, 
Mushtaq Ali, a photojournalist 
with the AFP wire service, was 
killed in a parcel bomb explosion 
in the office of Yusuf Jameel, then 

BBC correspondent in Kashmir. 
A burqa-clad woman had deliv-
ered the parcel bomb at Jameel’s 
office in Srinagar’s Press Enclave. 

On January 1, 1997, Altaf 
Ahmad Faktoo, an anchor of the 
local Doordarshan Kendra was 
killed. On March 16, 1997, free-
lance journalist, Saidan Shafi was 
killed in Srinagar. In February 
2003, Parvaz Muhammad Sultan, 
who ran a local news agency, 
was killed in his office, again in 
Srinagar’s Press Enclave.

Throughout these years, the 

artists and media persons of 
Kashmir have faced tremendous 
oppression by terrorist organiza-
tions. They have also been forced 
to provide them with ransoms 
and other sorts of funds as well.

Our culture and the people 
trying their best to revoke and 
preserve it are in immense dan-
ger. These terrorist organizations 
are a threat to our heritage, as 
well as its protectors. The situ-
ation in the valley is uncertain 
and tense. During these trying 
times, the remnants of culture 
become especially important in 
bringing communities together 
and facilitating social relations. 
Our heritage is the foundation to 
our unity; legends are evidence. 
We must beseech for it to revive. 
We refuse to remain broken and 
bloodstained. 

zoon7@outlook.com

lassa Koul, Director of  
Doordarshan Srinagar, was 
assassinated by Pakistan- 
sponsored islamists in  
february 1990

The ArTIsTs And medIA persons of KAshmIr  
hAve fAced Tremendous oppressIon by  

TerrorIsT orgAnIzATIons. They hAve been  
forced To pAy rAnsoms
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Our wilful and deliberate denial of the  
barbarism unleashed by the terrorists is 
 taking Kashmir on the path of doom,  

destruction and death

The  
WaKe-UP 

Call

On June 28, Terrorists mercilessly killed Special Police Officer fayaz 
ahmed, his Wife raja Begum and his Daughter rafia
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cancellation 
of Amarnath 
Yatra due to 
covid concerns 
dashes the hopes 
of thousands of 
Kashmiris,  
especially  
service providers 
in Pahalgam and 
Sonmarg who 
are dependent on 
it for their  
livelihood

he hopes of 
thousands of 
Kashmiris who 
were looking 
forward to a 
major economy 
impetus from 

the annual Amarnath Yatra have 
been left dashed. The govern-
ment has decided that the yatra 
shall not be held this year due to 
Covid restrictions. 

Every year, lakhs of Hindus 
from the other parts of the coun-
try and also abroad converge in 
Kashmir for the Amarnath Yatra, 
regarded as a divine pilgrimage. 
The inflow of the large number 
of yatris (pilgrims) gives a major 
boost to Kashmir’s economy. 
The yatra happens through 
two routes. The longer and 

more popular route is through 
Pahalgam. The shorter route is 
through Baltal near Sonmarg. 

Thousands of Kashmiris in 
Pahalgam and also in Sonmarg 
are able to earn handsomely 
from providing various services 
to the yatris. The economic 
boost given by the Amarnath 
Yatra can be gauged from the 
fact that by the time the Yatra 
was cancelled midway in 2019, 
3.42 lakh pilgrims had paid 
obeisance at the holy cave. The 
previous year, in 2018, 2.85 lakh 
pilgrims had travelled to the 
holy cave. Due to Covid restric-
tions, the Amarnath Yatra was 
cancelled in 2020, and has again 
been cancelled in 2021. 

Thousands of Kashmiris resid-
ing in Pahalgam and Sonmarg 

used to depend on the Amarnath 
yatra for a good part of their 
annual earnings. Many service 
providers like the pony wallahs, 
dhaba owners, transporters, tent 
providers, hoteliers, restaurant 
owners and the labour class in 
and around Pahalgam and Son-
marg are anguished that the yatra 
has been cancelled. 

In addition, the spending by 
the tourists in Srinagar and other 
towns on the way to Pahalgam 
used to majorly benefit the local 
economy. Covid has left them all 
in lurch. Many families used to 
make their earnings for a whole 
year from providing services at 
the yatra. 

 Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine 
Board said it will arrange online 
darshan for the devotees world-

wide. Kashmiris in and around 
Pahalgam and Sonmarg under-
stand that on account of Covid, 
organizing the yatra this year 
was risky. Nevertheless, they are 
disappointed staring at the loss 
of income again this year. 

About 5000 Kashmiris 
wholly dependent on 
Yatra for earnings

Tehsildar Pahalgam Moham-
mad Hussain said the govern-
ment has taken the decision in the 
interest of the devotees and the 
local population alike. “We are 
aware that many kinds of service 
providers depend on the yatra for 
augmenting their annual income. 
They will suffer because the Yatra 
shall not happen. Even though we 

want to boost tourism, it is essen-
tial to follow standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) which are part 
of Covid protocol. We have five 
working days a week which are 
non-curfew days. Local tourists 
as well as those from other parts 
of the country are coming here 
for holidays. In this way, we are 
trying to promote tourism by 
following the Covid protocol,” 
he said. 

When asked about the number 
of families who are almost wholly 
dependent on the Amarnath 
Yatra for their annual earnings, 
Mohammad Hussain said that 
almost 5,000 Kashmiris are may 
be severely impacted. “The local 
and national tourists are the main 
source of income for these people 
associated with the tourism sec-
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tor. Covid has hit each and every 
sector of tourism like transport, 
dhabas, restaurants, hotels etc. 
We are hopeful that our district 
shall make it to the Green Zone. 
Once that is done, the weekend 
restrictions shall be lifted, and all 
sectors shall be able to earn bet-
ter,” he said. 

Sheikh Ashiq, President of 
Kashmir Chamber of Commerce 
and industry said that Kashmir 
had suffered economic losses 
worth Rs 40,000 crore since Au-
gust 2019. “Kashmir’s economy 
is sinking. It’s a matter of survival 
for a major section of the society. 
If things continue like this, it will 
have grave social impact, I fear,” 
said Ashiq.

hulam Nabi 
Lone, President 
of the Pony 
Walla Associa-
tion at Pahalgam 
said that for three 
consecutive 

years, the earnings of all the pony 
wallahs had suffered. “Almost 
2500 pony wallahs are left in 
lurch. Many of them have sold 
their ponies and saddles in order 
to feed their family. We are liv-
ing on God’s mercy,” Lone said 
despondently.

The hoteliers in the Pahalgam 
are unhappy with the decision 
of the government to cancel the 
Amarnath Yatra this year too. 
Bilal Ahmad, a hotel owner, said 
that the cancellation of the Ama-
rnath Yatra for the third consecu-

tive year is a big setback for the 
hotel industry of Kashmir, and 
more particularly for the hoteliers 
of Pahalgam. “The Yatra is a ma-
jor source of our livelihood. Since 
the past few years, we are not 
able to pay the salaries of our staff 
on time. Earnings have dipped 
because of low occupancy rate in 
the hotels. We know Covid is a 
major concern, but even then we 

were hoping that the Yatra would 
run this year with adherence to 
Covid protocol. The livelihood of 
thousands of people is dependant 
upon the Yatra,” he said. 

The transporters and dhaba 
owners are badly impacted too. 
Many service providers are de-
manding Covid relief packages to 
help them recover from the losses 
induced by the pandemic.
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