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from the desk of the editor in chief

Politics in Kashmir has always been a cesspool. Cutting across party affiliation and 
ideologies, the political elites of Kashmir continue to milk the so-called conflict. 
There is little hope that the filth in Kashmir politics shall be removed any time 
soon. The damming fact is that the culture of corruption here had the patronage 
of New Delhi. For decades, the state was literally dysfunctional. The political elites 
prospered at the cost of the Kashmir society.

For decades, our political class has also perfected the art of double speak. 
I remember that in 2004, I wrote that in a conflict-ridden region like Kashmir, politics is subservient 
to external but invisible forces. 
On July 24, Prime Minister Modi chaired the meeting with the political leaders of Kashmir at his 
residence in New Delhi. About an hour before the meeting, India’s premier spy agency intercepted a 
conversation of Mehbooba Mufti with a top handler in Pakistan. According to highly placed sources, 
Mehbooba was told that the least she could do in the all party meeting with Prime Minister Modi 

was that she should stress for dialogue with Pakistan. “Forget about demand for restoration of Article 
370 or statehood. Ask for dialogue with Pakistan,” Mehbooba was reportedly advised by the caller. 
This brings to the fore the murky politics in Kashmir. I stand vindicated on what I stated in my first 
book, K File: The Conspiracy of Silence. I had written: Nothing is indigenous in Kashmir – neither 
the narratives nor the slogans. 
Mehbooba’s unabated rant is not what the drawing room thinkers in New Delhi and elsewhere 
claim it to be. It is not the reflection of the general mood or any representation of the sentiment of 
the people. Mehbooba is now a Pakistan stooge hell bent upon creating problems for the people of 
Kashmir. Unfortunately her political opponents outside PAGD lack the will or the courage to stop 
her rant. New Delhi also seems to be divided on how to deal with her. Mehbooba has friends in the 
establishment who defend her actions and advise the government that no action must be initiated 
against her. 

Bashir assad

A publication of Media analysis Centre Kashmir    A Lehar Initiative 

ahead of PM Modi’s Meeting With Kashmir’s  
Political leaders, Mehbooba Got a Cross-Border Call: 

ask For dialogue With Pakistan
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After 30 years, Pakistan has found a new trump card in Kashmir. More powerful 
than the Hurriyat or the terrorists put together. Powerful not because she has any 
personal ability or public support. 

The trump card is powerful because the person in question is the former chief 
minister of Jammu and Kashmir. She is the daughter of a former chief minister, 
who had also been India’s Home Minister. With these credentials, the appeal that 
Mehbooba Mufti carries nationally and internationally is immense. Her rants can 

be diplomatically and politically disastrous for the Indian state. Mehbooba 
Mufti knows it. She is milking it. 

Where Mehbooba Mufti is concerned, the weakness of 
the state is this: Because she’s a former CM, the daugh-

ter of a former CM and Home Minister, it shall be 
difficult for the Indian state to call her bluff on what 

she has become – a Pakistan agent. 
Mehbooba Mufti is the new Geelani. It took 
a while for this truth to hit most people. Be-
cause of her credentials, what she says shall 
be given space by the national and interna-
tional media. It is happening already. This 
makes Madam Mufti the most compel-
ling and most effective investment for 
Pakistan in Kashmir.  

Pakistan 
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Pakistan  
abandoned  

hurriyat 
Two years ago

Pakistan abandoned Hurriyat two years ago. Af-
ter the abrogation of Article 370 and 35A,  the Hur-
riyat leadership became obsolete and lost all utility 
for Pakistan. Keen observers of Kashmir dynamics 
observed that in these two years, no statement re-
garding the Hurriyat leadership has emerged from 
Pakistan. With zero significance, Hurriyat has 
dropped from Kashmir’s mindspace. 

Enter Mehbooba Mufti – the new Geelani. She is 
currently Pakisan’s best bet in India. Compare her 
utility with the utility of the Hurriyat Conference 
when it first entered the scene. 

In the 1990s, the utility of the Hurriyat Conference 
was that it had fought elections under the Constitu-
tion of India. The team that comprised of wannabe 
legislators was now rejecting the system that they 
were part of. This gave them credibility and weight. 

This is always a dangerous proposition for the 
state. It is much simpler if radical and fringe play-
ers discredit the authority of the state. They do not 
carry any moral authority. But if the state is chal-
lenged by the elements that had been part of it, the 
authority of the state is impacted. The challenge of 
such elements carries more weight. 

Pakistan Finds  
New Mascot in  

Mehbooba, Goi in Fix

After 30 years, Pakistan has found a new figure 
in Kashmir to serve its interests. By co-opting Me-
hbooba, Pakistan has hit the jackpot. 

With this new alignment of Mehbooba Mufti 
with Pakistan, the government is in a fix. Meh-
booba’s agitational rants move into the space of sedi-
tion. Despite her regular transgressions, Mehbooba 
firmly occupies the democratic space. This is the 
reason why her outrageous comments are brushed 
aside by the media as democratic dissent and toler-
ated by the state. Despite her seditious conduct, the 
state may find it difficult to jail Mehbooba or restrict 
her. As former CM, her credibility is much higher, 
and so is her nuisance value. 

It is because of her political stature that all the 
Hurriyat leaders put together are no match for Me-
hbooba. She can prove more fatal for the state than 
Hurriyat or terrorists. 

Currently, Mehbooba does not enjoy any public 
support in Kashmir. The only support she can bank 
upon are the fringe elements of Jamaat e Islami. 
Her former political stature gives her a national 
and international appeal. That carries the poten-
tial to damage Indian interest diplomatically and 
politically. 

Nobody is Calling 
Mehbooba’s Bluff

Because she is Mehbooba Mufti, the national me-
dia is willy nilly giving space to her rants. Nobody 
is calling her bluff. 

Nobody is telling Madam Mufti that Kashmir is 
changing rapidly. The swift deterioration in Af-
ghanistan has made a sizable section of Kashmiris 
apprehensive. Kashmir is not defined by a regres-
sive socio-religious code that the Taliban want to 
impose in Afghanistan. Kashmiris don’t want to 
create the Afghanistan reality here. 

sking the Centre to learn a lesson 
from the withdrawal of US forces 
from Afghanistan, former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister and Peoples 
Democratic Party president Mehboo-
ba Mufti on Saturday sounded a warn-

ing to New Delhi and said that if the people of J&K “lose 
patience, you will not remain — you will (also) disappear”.

5 s=rpse 
Mufti was addressing a public rally in south Kashmir’s 

Kulgam during a rare public outreach by mainstream 
political leaders in the Valley since the abrogation of 
J&K’s special status and downgrading of the state into 
two Union Territories in August 2019.

“Patience needs courage. What people of Jammu and 
Kashmir are enduring…the day they lose patience, you 
also will not remain — you will disappear,” Mufti said. “I 
am telling you again and again: don’t test our patience; 
understand and correct (yourself).”

Mufti urged the Centre to take lessons from the Taliban 
capture of Afghanistan and resolve 
the Kashmir issue through dialogue. 
“Understand what is happening in the 
neighbourhood…. Such a big power 
— America — had to fold their beds 
and return,” she said. “You (the Cen-
tre) still have an opportunity. The way 
(former PM Atal Bihari) Vajpayee-
ji started a dialogue — with outside 
(Pakistan) and here (in J&K) — you 
also (should) start a dialogue.”

Referring to the abrogation of 
special status and bifurcation of the 
erstwhile state into UTs, Mufti said, 

“What you have robbed us of illegally and unconstitu-
tionally — the identity of J&K — that you have distorted, 
and the pieces that you did to J&K….correct this mistake, 
or else it would be too late,” she said.
The PDP chief accused the BJP-led Centre of misusing 

central agencies such as the NIA, CBI and the Enforce-
ment Directorate to crush dissent and political opponents. 
Warning of communal polarisation, she said that if the 
BJP doesn’t mend its ways, India would break into many 
parts on communal and religious lines.

(The IndIan express, augusT 22) 

diSSeNT? 
or 

SediTioN?
srinagar, august 22

a

Mehbooba 
arm-Twisting 

The State

The position of the Indian state has 
been that the abrogation of Article 

370 and 35A was an attempt to correct 
the political discourse in Kashmir. It 
was never meant to replace the political 
actors. The Indian state has consis-
tently taken the position that given the 
democratic system, there is no intention 
to squeeze the space of the old political 
horses. They have a right to do politics. 
The state may differ with them. That 
does not mean that the state will impose 
permanent restrictions on them.

With her rants and irresponsible dia-
tribe, Mehbooba seems to be abusing 
democratic space and freedom. 

4
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N
National Conference President and former chief minister Dr Farooq Abdullah is angry 
with KZINE over the land grab expose of his colleague and party general secretary Ali 
Mohd Sagar. In response to the cover story titled The Jagirs of Ali Sagar in Edition 10 of 
KZINE, Dr Farooq sent the following message: “Sagar sold his house in old town and 
then was able to make this house. Don’t spread lies for BJP”. 

Dr Farooq’s anger following the expose on his senior party colleague is understandable, 
but it is unfounded. It is unfortunate that a political leader of the stature of Dr Farooq 
Abdullah should resort to mud-slinging in order to hide the corrupt practices of his col-
league. There are two parts of Dr Farooq’s short response. KZINE is morally and ethically 
duty bound to respond to his allegation with facts and evidence.

As for the property of Ali Mohd Sagar, Dr Farooq Abdullah’s statement is completely 

The JaGirS 
oF ali SaGar 

ParT ii
dr Farooq gets 

angry with 
KZiNe

NC President May like 
To enlighten us how 

Sagar and Sagar have 
amassed Such huge 

Properties
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KZINE had also revealed that 
Salman Sagar is in possession of 
40 kanals of land, which includes 
state land at Charar e Sharief. 
Sagar also has a property at Chan-
poora  Budgam, which houses the 
district godowns of Food Cor-
poration of India (FCI). When 

and how did the Sagars amass 
this wealth? Perhaps Dr Farooq 
Abdullah may like to comment 
on this too.

How About Ali Sagar’s Share In 
the Zakoora Property?

Further, because Dr Farooq 
Abdullah defends his party col-

league, he may choose to talk 
about what is the total share of 
Ali Mohd Sagar in 900 kanals of 
property owned at Zakoora by 
Sheikh Hassan, a businessman of 
Khanyar. According to sources, 
Sheikh Hassan’s sons Sheikh 
Aslam and Sheikh Farooq own 
more than 900 kanals of land at 
Zakoora. Ali Mohd Sagar is the 
silent partner. A huge construc-
tion is coming up on the land in 
question for the establishment of a 
high profile educational institute. 

According to locals, Ali Mohd 
Sagar is an equal partner in the 
property. Because he didn’t want 
to be named, there is no mention 
in the revenue records. When 
contacted, the revenue official of 
the area told KZINE that in black 
and white, Sagar has no involve-
ment in the revenue records for 
this property. The revenue official 
admitted that in the department, 
they have heard from the locals 
that Sagar is the silent partner of 
Sheikh Brothers in the property. 
It was immediately not known 
in whose name Sagar’s share is 
registered.

It does not behove Dr Abdullah 
to condone the corrupt practices 
of his party colleague. KZINE 
states the truth – the inconvenient 
truth, and we shall continue to do 
so. Kashmir’s politicians have 75 
years of expertise in peddling lies 
and making people believe it as 
the gospel truth. In angling for 
power, they have aligned with far 
right religious extremists on both 
sides of the divide. 

Dr Farooq’s words remind us of 
an oversight on our part, though. 
“Don’t spread lies for BJP,” he said. 
KZINE must equally focus on the 
wrongdoings of the politicians 
in Jammu, so that Dr Farooq and 
others do not accuse us of any fa-
vour towards the BJP. Noted, Dr 
Farooq. 

misleading for two reasons.
One, Sagar has not sold his an-

cestral property in Nawabazar. 
He is still the legitimate owner 
of that property and carries out 
all his political activities from the 
same house. 

Second, KZINE had raised 
questions about the legal status 
of the premium land purchased/
occupied by Ali Mohd Sagar ad-
joining Srinagar International 
Airport. The KZINE story had 
highlighted that Sagar has made a 
grand residential accommodation 
over land measuring 3 kanals and 
18 marlas on Ghair Mumkin land. 

The plot is registered in the 
name of Mst. Saleema, wife of Ali 
Mohd Sagar, resident of Nawa-
bazar, Srinagar, under Khasra 
number 1015. With his stature 
and clout, Dr Farooq has access 
to any information that he desires 
in the erstwhile state of Jammu 

and Kashmir. If he so desires, he 
can easily get the status of the 
land verified in revenue records 
– Ghair Mumkin.

KZINE also highlighted that 
Sagar has further encroached 
upon Ghair Mumkin land mea-
suring about 6 marlas facing the 
airport road. Is Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah upset about why has truth 
been revealed by KZINE? On a 
personal front, Dr Farooq greatly 
values truthfulness and honesty. 
He may appreciate that Ali Mohd 
Sagar is accountable to the people 
for the wealth that he amasses il-
legally and unlawfully, and for his 
land-grabs.  

In Edition 10 of KZINE, we 
also revealed that Sagar owns 
huge benami property along the 
Nowgam-Lasjan bypass near 
Padshahi Bagh. This is registered 
in the name of some distant rela-
tive. Senior revenue officials told 

KZINE that both benami proper-
ties include encroachment of state 
land, and wrong entries have been 
made in the revenue records. 
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Dr Farooq Abdullah defends 
his party colleague, so he may 
also choose to talk about what 
is the total share of Ali Mohd 
Sagar in 900 kanals of 
property owned at Zakoora  
by Sheikh Hassan, a  
businessman of Khanyar Dr Farooq’s words remind  

us of an oversight on our part.  
“Don’t spread lies for BJP,” he said. 
KZINE must equally focus on the 
wrongdoings of the politicians in 
Jammu, so that Dr Farooq and  
others do not accuse us of  
any favour towards the BJP.  
Noted, Dr Farooq

ali Sagar’s property at  
Chanpoora Budgam, which 

houses the district godowns of 
Food Corporation of india (FCi)

dr Farooq abdullah
PhoTo CourTeSy: dailyexCelSior.CoM
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n electoral democracy, 
political and personal in-
terests usually overshad-
ow the larger good of 
the state. In Jammu and 
Kashmir, political figures 
have always prioritized 

personal and party interests. In 
the process, the larger interests 
of the state and its people have 
got butchered. 

The events of August 5, 2019 

again exposed every single po-
litical entity in Kashmir valley. 
KZINE brings to you the inside 
stories that are a reflection of the 
double-faced political elites of 
Kashmir. For public consump-
tion, these political leaders pre-
tend to be heroic. In private, they 
are just the opposite. All the cry-
ing and complaining was only 
for public consumption because 
their political future was on stake. 

In Edition 11, KZINE brings 
to you the tale of four charac-
ters of National Conference 
– Salman Sagar, Ishfaq Jabbar, 
Tanveer Sadiq and Kaloo.

These political figures were 
under preventive detention for 
five months following August 
5, 2019. During their detention, 
these four men had extensive dis-
cussions and drew up plans for 
the future. 

The Four Went around The 
Power Corridors in New delhi, 

But Things didn’t Work out

Salman Sagar and ishfaq Jabbar

i

Salman  
Sagar, ishfaq 

Jabbar,  
Tanveer  

Sadiq and 
altaf Kaloo 
wanted to 

form a new 
political 

party
11

by GM Mir
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aTTeMPTS  
To GeT ouT  

oF The MeSS 

During detention, Sagar, Jabbar, 
Sadiq and Kaloo were first lodged 
at Kashmir International Confer-
ence Centre (KICC). They were 
later shifted to MLA Hostel. From 
reliable sources, KZINE came to 
know that these four political fig-
ures many times urged the Jail Su-
perintendent that they are ready to 

do whatever India wants them to 
do. The four had planned to join 
any political party if their release 
from detention was assured.

Salman Sagar was released in 
mid-Januaury 2020. Thereafter, 
Salman, Jabbar, Sadiq and Kaloo 
left for New Delhi. In Delhi, they 
tried to meet politically influential 
people for the creation of a new 
political party. Their aim was to 
somehow get out of the mess they 
were in and align themselves clos-
er to New Delhi. 

WiTh BleSSiNGS oF 
ali Mohd SaGar

These four NC leaders met 
some more important figures at 
the Centre, in connection with 
the implementation of the new 
proposal. This whole process of 
meetings and procedures was 
done with the approval and bless-
ings of Ali Mohd Sagar. 

After his release from preven-
tive detention, Altaf Kaloo dis-
cussed the plan with Sagar Senior 
and sought his approval for the 
same. At New Delhi, the talks 
did not reach anywhere even 
though the four worked hard to 
get political patronage.

In this way, the four political 
leaders put party interest on the 
backburner, while personal in-
terest ruled high. Salman, Jab-
bar, Sadiq and Kaloo were aware 
that if the proposal succeeded, it 
would crack National Confer-
ence. Sagar Senior, the General 
Secretary of National Confer-
ence and a strong pillar for the 
party, was also focused on per-
sonal interest. His beloved son 
Salman could not have engaged 
in these conversations with the 

powers that be at New Delhi 
without his blessings. Kaloo, for-
mer legislator from the Pahalgam 
assembly segment, had the same 
motives. 

Politicians in Kashmir have 
come out of their homes for per-
sonal interests, not in the inter-
est of their party – be it National 
Conference (NC), People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) or any other 
political formation. 

hoodWiNKiNG  
The MaSSeS

The common masses of Kash-
mir believe that the political elites 
are taking some concrete steps 
to reverse the decision of Au-
gust 5, 2019. The reality is that 
whatever the political elites do is 
to serve their personal interest, 
not the party or the common-
ers. They pretend to be working 
for public welfare, while actually 
they throw dust in the eyes of the 
people. Even supposedly famous 
and strong politicians can easily 
switch to other parties to serve 
personal interests. 

Sheikh Ishfaq Jabbar, former 
MLA of the Ganderbal Assembly 

segment, switched from Con-
gress to National Conference 
in August 2013 to gain political 
sympathy.  Salman, Jabbar, Sadiq 
and Kaloo brainstormed dur-
ing their detention to plan their 
moves from their respective party 
and enjoy position and power be-

stowed by the Centre. Interest-
ingly, party leaders swear by the 
loyalty of some of these political 
figures. 

It is a global phenomenon that 
nobody likes to call a spade a 
spade. In Kashmir, the hypocrisy 
goes up several notches higher. 

The four politicians were aware that if the  
proposal succeeded, it would crack NC. Sagar 

Senior, General Secretary of NC, was focused on 
personal interest. HIS BElovED SoN SAlMAN  

CoulD NoT HAvE ENGAGED WITH NEW DElHI 
WITHouT HIS BlESSINGS

SAlMAN, JABBAr, SADIq AND KAloo TrIED 
To MEET PolITICAlly INFluENTIAl PErSoNS 

AND ForM A NEW PolITICAl PArTy so that 
they could get out of the mess that they were in 

and align themselves closer to New Delhi

Tanveer  Sadiq

altaf Kaloo

12 13
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“unfortunately 
some indian  

Muslims  
support the  

Taliban 
blindly.  

They are not 
here. They don’t 

feel the 
desperation”

What kind of a future are afghan women  
looking at under the Taliban rule?  

What are their fears? Why their despair? Bisma 
nazir of  Team KZIne spoke to a highly  
educated young afghan woman living in  

Kabul. In order to protect her from any reprisal, 
we shall not state more about her identity 
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I am sorry I did not take your 
call earlier because we feel very 
afraid. We are highly disturbed. 
We do not know who is our 
friend and who is our enemy. 
Keep us in your prayers.

I was working in an office 
here. Now I am so broken. They 
took away our identity. Only 
because we are women, every-
thing is finished for us. We are 
not able to work anymore. We 
are trying to figure out and di-
gest this quick change. We have 
lost everything – our identity, 
our flag, everything. For now we 
are trapped. 

Just a few months ago we came 
from India. I studied there. We 

should not have come back from 
India. We thought we will live in 
our own country and work here. 
But everything happened in the 
blink of an eye and now we are 
trapped. The Taliban do not in-
volve women in money work. 

We were in India for education 
purpose. My other friends were 
there too. We are shattered now. 
We studied with so much pas-
sion, but now it is waste. Now 
we are under threat all the time. 
How will we escape now? There 
is no flight. How will we go to 
India or to some other country? 
We cannot go to Pakistan. It isn’t 
worth it!

The women a re  fee l ing 
crushed. We will have to live 

life without meaning. We are 
trapped. I just hope and pray that 
some day we are able to escape 
this wretched existence. 

Some people say that Taliban 
are not aliens. They are part of 
the Afghan society. Then why 
people are so frightened in Af-
ghanistan? Those people are the 
ones who try to normalize the 
Taliban. 

The Taliban have been brought 
up in caves. They do not think 
the way normal people think. 

At this time, they are playing 
strategically. They need inter-
national 

recognition, so they are saying 
some good things. Unfortunate-
ly some Indian Muslims support 
them blindly. They are not here. 
They don’t feel the desperation.

The plan of the Taliban is to 
make Afghanistan the nest of 
terrorists. Please do not listen to 
media propaganda which is try-
ing to normalize them. 

I was a child when for the first 
time Taliban captured Kabul. 
We could not go to school. As 

an innocent child I would pray 
that it was all a bad dream. I used 
to pray that I would wake up and 
not ever see the Taliban again. 

But again they came. Again 
history is repeated. From my 
childhood, I am seeing the de-
struction of my country. It is so 
painful. But it is out of my con-
trol. Like me there are thousands 
of girls here. Till recently I was 
enjoying my work and being 
among my people. But it was 
just a dream. I started working 
some months ago in my area of 
specialization. Most of our De-
partment Heads were Indian. I 
was happy to see progress in my 
country. But all of it is over now. 
Taliban allow girls to study only 
till primary school. They don’t 
allow women even on national 
TV as anchors. 

When I and other women see 
some Indian Muslims support-
ing the Taliban blindly, we think 
they need to be educated. They 
say this because they have never 
been victims. They have free-
dom. Their future is secure. 

16 17

I was a child when for the first 
time Taliban captured Kabul. 
We could not go to school. As 
an innocent child I would pray 

that it was all a bad dream. 
I used to pray that I would 
wake up and not ever see  

the Taliban again. 
But again they came. 

 Again history is repeated

When I and other women see 
some Indian Muslims 

supporting the Taliban  
blindly, we think they need to 

be educated. They say this  
because they have never  

been victims.  
They have freedom.  

Their future is secure
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“Pakistan- 
administered  

Jammu and  
Kashmir is a Colony”

“legislative  
assembly has 

No real Power “

he tenth gen-
eral election of 
the Legislative 
Assembly of 
Pakistan-admin-
istered Jammu and 
Kashmir has come 

to an end.  The ruling Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has won 
25 seats and is in a position to 
form the government. The PPP 
is in second place with 11 seats, 

while the ruling PML-N has won 
only six seats in the region.  The 
so-called state parties, the pro-
Pakistan Muslim Conference and 
the Jammu and Kashmir People’s 
Party, have won only one seat 
each.

There are a total of 53 seats in 
the Legislative Assembly, of which 
45 are directly elected. Thirty-
three seats consist of constituencies 
within the geographical bound-

aries of Pakistan-administered 
Jammu and Kashmir. Twelve seats 
are held by refugees from Jammu 
and Kashmir, Pakistan. These con-
stituencies consist of Jammu and 
Kashmir refugees spread across the 
four provinces of Pakistan.

In refugee constituencies, the 
Pakistan-administered Jammu and 
Kashmir Election Commission has 
the sole authority to deliver ballot 
papers and compile voter lists. 

Chief editor of PoK Newspaper  
Writes For KZiNe

by  haris qadir

T
People in Muzaffarabad city of Pakistan- 

occupied Kashmir at a protest rally  
demanding islamabad to stop building hydro 

power projects on Neelum, Jhelum rivers 
PhoTo CourTeSy: ThePriNT.iN/aNi
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The rest of the election process 
is completed by the respective 
district administrations of the 
four provinces. That is why the 
only party that succeeds in these 
constituencies is the one which 
has a government in the federa-
tion and Punjab.  

The Legislative Assembly has 
eight reserved seats, including 
one for technocrats, one for cler-
ics, one for overseas Kashmiris 
and five for women. Members 
for these seats are elected by the 
elected members of the Assembly.

In this region, the only party 
that has won elections in general 
is the one that has a government 
in the federation of Pakistan. 
The real center of power is the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan and 
the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs.  
One of the main reasons for this 
is the use of influence under a 
specific mechanism to form an 
opinion in favour of a particular 
party or group.

loCal  
GoverNMeNT haS  

No PoWer 

Pakistan-administered Jammu 
and Kashmir is governed as a 
colony.  All the methods and 
principles used in the Brit-
ish colonial era are used in the 
same way here. The Legislative 
Assembly is exercised by an Act 
(called the Interim Constitution 
1974).  The Legislative Assembly 
has little authority other than to 
build small roads and carry out 
other small construction works. 

Despite a two-thirds major-
ity in the Legislative Assembly, 
no amendment to the Interim 
Constitution can be made unless 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
approves it. The appointment 
of judges in the high courts 
also requires the approval of the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan. In 
addition to the posts of Class IV, 
it is also necessary to get financial 
approval from the Secretary of 

Finance sent from Pakistan for 
the creation of posts of all other 
levels.  

The local assembly and the 
government do not even have the 
authority to set up a hydel power 
plant to generate more than 50 
megawatts of electricity. 

No 4G iNTerNeT  
For PaKiSTaNi- 
adMiNiSTered  

JaMMu aNd  
KaShMir

4G internet is being provided 
in all four provinces of Paki-
stan. In Pakistan-Administered 
Jammu and Kashmir, licenses for 
4G internet have not yet been 
issued to cellular companies. 
Fortunately, the services in this 
area are somewhat better than 
Afghanistan.

The Legislative Assembly, 
exercising all its powers, has en-
acted laws to increase the salaries 
of Members of the Assembly 

and to pay lifetime pension to 
every Member of the Assembly, 
even if he has been a Member for 
one day.  But the Assembly and 
the government do not have the 
capacity to approve a single rupee 
to provide financial assistance 
to small traders affected by the 
Corona epidemic, including day 
laborers who lost their jobs due to 
the Corona lockdown abroad.

With a population of over four 
million, the region has no formal 
source of employment other 
than the services sector, which 
has about 90,000 government 
employees. Out of a budget of Rs 
141 billion, a budget of Rs 113 
billion is spent on administrative 
expenses. 

There is a development budget 
of Rs 28 billion. Of this, about 
80% is received by 53 members 
of the Assembly in the name of 
development schemes. Money 
is earned from these schemes 
through contracts. The same 
schemes are used as political 
bribes in elections. 

hiGh  
uNeMPloyMeNT

According to official fig-
ures, 10.26% of the 60% youth 
population is unemployed.  The 

unemployment rate for women 
is 23.91 percent, according to 
official figures.  Unemployment 
among young people between 
the ages of 20 and 30 is more 
than 25 percent.  Apart from the 
Department of Education and 
Health, employment opportu-
nities for women are available 
only in private banks and private 
educational institutions. After 
attaining degrees like M.Phil, 
women are forced to work in pri-

vate educational institutions on a 
monthly salary of Rs 5000 to Rs 
15,000. Apart from government 
jobs, the largest source of em-
ployment is private educational 
institutions and small businesses. 
This includes shops, hotels and 
guest houses.

The biggest source of employ-
ment in the region is the sale 
of labour abroad.  About 1.5 
million workers are spread across 
the Middle East, Europe, the 

Govt School education  
Being destroyed To  

Promote Private Players

The development schemes of the government create 
a bribe-based political layer that plays a key role 

in keeping regional and tribal leaders in power. De-
spite 28% of the budget being spent on the education 
department, due to political interference, dilapidated 
infrastructure, lack of planning and declining quality of 
education, a large number of public educational institu-
tions have more teachers than students. A dual game 
is at play. The business of education is being promoted 
under the auspices of the government. The educational 
institutions are being destroyed under a well-thought 
out plan to pave the way for the privatization of public 
educational institutions with a large infrastructure.

PAKISTAN-ADMINISTErED JAMMu AND KASHMIr IS 
GovErNED AS A ColoNy.  All THE METHoDS AND 
PrINCIPlES uSED IN THE BrITISH ColoNIAl ErA 

ArE uSED IN THE SAME WAy HErE. THE lEGISlATIvE 
ASSEMBly IS ExErCISED By AN ACT (CAllED THE 
INTErIM CoNSTITuTIoN 1974).  THE lEGISlATIvE 

ASSEMBly HAS lITTlE AuTHorITy oTHEr THAN To 
BuIlD SMAll roADS AND CArry ouT oTHEr SMAll 

CoNSTruCTIoN WorKS
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United Kingdom, United States, 
Canada, Africa and other coun-
tries. Out of a population of 4 
million, an average of 30,000 
young people go abroad every 
year for employment. A large 
number try to reach Europe 
and the United States using 
illegal means. It is on the basis 
of foreign exchange that private 
educational institutions and 
small businesses operate in the 
region and a ‘consumer society’ 
is formed.

Dilapidated Health Sector
A large part of the budget is 

also spent on health. Despite 
all this, according to official 
figures, there is one doctor for 
3,954 people.  According to 
the same statistics, there is one 
doctor for every 963 people in 
Pakistan.  Given the dilapidated 
state of the health sector across 
Pakistan, one can only guess at 
the state of health facilities in 
Kashmir.  Even a patient with a 
minor illness has to travel from 
Rawalpindi to Islamabad.

In the capitalist system, 
elections have always been a 
game of capital. Under normal 
circumstances, it is capital that 
decides elections. The working 

class has the right to elect one 
representative of the exploit-
ing class every five years in a 
capitalist democracy.  It cannot 
use this privilege freely because 
the ruling classes always have 
the power to influence capital, 
the media, the curriculum and 
public opinion in a systematic 
way.  Therefore, in the capitalist 
system, it is a crime to call elec-
tions transparent and fair.  

Free aNd Fair  
eleCTioNS NoT  

PoSSiBle

In societies with technologi-
cal backwardness and historical 
delays where the tasks of the na-
tional democratic revolution have 
not been fulfilled, free and fair 
elections cannot be imagined. 
In societies like Pakistan, there 
are remnants of feudalism, there 

are all the prejudices of the past, 
there is an over-enlarged role of 
the state. Even the ruling class is 
historically so incompetent that 
it has historically built for its 
own protection. The rulers are 
compelled to pretend that they 
are obeying the state. Under this 
system, it is not possible to build 
a society on modern political 
and social lines. These remain 
colonial territories under the 
military domination of a power-
ful state.

Pakistan-administered Jammu 
and Kashmir is administratively 
divided into ten districts.  It 
is impossible to provide basic 
amenities like education, health, 
transport, employment, hous-
ing, clean drinking water and 
sewerage system to the tribal 
population in a budget of Rs. 
141 billion. No single arrange-
ment has been made for popu-
lation planning in the last 70 
years.  Attempts were made to 
set up government-level housing 
societies in a few cities, which 

were marred by political bribery 
and corruption. None of these 
housing societies could provide 
basic services.  Dispensaries, 
schools, primary health cen-
ters, water pipes and link roads 
schemes have been provided as 
political bribes in a haphazard 
manner. Till date, no dispensary 
and primary health center has 
been operational.  A reasonable 
number of teachers and students 
do not have access to schools in 
remote villages, nor can public-
private transport be run in a 
profitable manner despite the 
construction of link roads in 
remote villages.  

STaTe iNFlueNCe  
deCideS eleCTioNS

The prejudices, beliefs and 
values of the past are inextricably 
intertwined with the modern 
parliamentary system. Parts of 
Pakistan-administered Kashmir 
continue to be the fiefdom of the 
tribes that had settled in certain 

areas thousands of years ago. 
Elections in this region are 

ostensibly held in modern 
parliamentary style. But the 
implementation takes place un-
der the tribal, numbering system 
of the past. In powerful tribes, 
only those with wealth, power 
and state blessings remain as 
electables.  There are one or two 
large tribes in different constitu-
encies. One or two members of 
these tribes are bestowed with 
political eminence through 
specific state intervention.  

In addition to the support of 
his tribe, the person who gets the 
support of the minority tribes 
in the constituency is declared 
as the winner in the election. 
The government of Pakistan is 
the source of funds and power. 
Hence the representative of the 
government gets more sup-
port.  These people also have the 
backing of state institutions. If 
the government gets angry with 
someone, a similar personality is 
created to replace the individual.

TIll DATE, No DISPENSAry AND 
PrIMAry HEAlTH CENTEr HAS 

BEEN oPErATIoNAl.  IN rEMoTE 
vIllAGES, CHIlDrEN Do NoT 

HAvE ACCESS To SCHoolS 

ACCorDING To oFFICIAl FIGurES, THErE IS oNE 
DoCTor For 3,954 PEoPlE.  ACCorDING To THE 

SAME STATISTICS, THErE IS oNE DoCTor For  
EvEry 963 PEoPlE IN PAKISTAN.  GIvEN THE  
DIlAPIDATED STATE oF THE HEAlTH SECTor 

ACroSS PAKISTAN, oNE CAN oNly GuESS AT THE 
STATE oF HEAlTH FACIlITIES IN KASHMIr
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(Haris qadir is Chief Editor, Daily Mujadila,  
rawalakot, Pakistan-occupied Kashmir)
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Menace of 
extremist 

Preaching in 
Kashmir

We have led our 
youTh oN The PaTh 

oF deSTruCTioN. 
When Shall 

We Stop?
by  Jan NiSSiM
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or too long in Kashmir now, 
radical extremist preaching 
has helped to spread funda-
mentalism, social orthodoxy, 
obscurantism and overall clos-
ing of the mind. This has also 
inevitably fomented a culture of 
violence and extreme hate based 
on religious supremacy. The 
social transformation is anti-
thetical to essential Kashmiri 
values of pluralism, humanism 
and peace. 

We have paid a heavy cost for 
moving into this toxic mind-
space. 

The first stage of alienation 
and marginalization is almost 
a universal phenomenon. It has 
many underlying causes like 
class inequality or psychological 
complexities. This alienation of 
individuals has been analyzed by 
many social scientists, psycho-
analysts and philosophers 
ranging from Marx to Freud to 
Sartre using varied perspectives. 

hoW iSlaMiSTS  
diSTorT The  

youThFul SearCh 
For MeaNiNG

Alienation can be diluted or 
contested by resisting despair 
and hopelessness through find-
ing some meaning and purpose 
of life. It could be done through 
the process of some socio-
economic, spiritual, and some 

other rational means. This is 
what civilized human institu-
tions strive to do. Unfortunately 
in Muslim societies in general, 
struggling to come to terms 
with the question of modernity, 
this individual alienation is often 
capitalised on by the Islamic 
extremists and fascists to sustain 
their almost apocalyptic project 
of jihad. This has particularly 
been true for Kashmir. 

The third stage of Taarnby’s 
analysis is the process of radi-
calisation. From this stage on-

wards, jihadi theoreticians and 
demagogues completely hijack 
the thinking of the alienated 
young men who are striving for 
meaning in a seemingly hope-
less world beset with problems. 
Instead of giving hope or any 
rational alternative, these mer-
chants of doom further reinforce 
these youths’ despair and hope-
lessness while showing them 
dreams of some blissful, fantasti-
cal and eternal life in paradise. 
Sadly, this makes a terrible 
Freudian deathwish dominant 

among these individuals as they 
are completely taken away from 
life spirit. 

Some critics and theorists 
argue that this is also something 
that is sadly ingrained within 
the Islamic eschatology – the 
part of theology concerned 
with death, judgement, and the 
final destiny of the soul and of 
humankind.

The rest of the stages from the 
third stage onwards of Taarnby’s 
analysis are enacted, sustained, 
and perpetuated by a large 

network or superstructure of 
Islamo-fascism. This has been 
assiduously embedded in Kash-
mir over the last 50 years. This 
jihadist superstructure includes 
extremist organisations, radical 
preachers, jihadist literature, past 
mythologies, frontal organisa-
tions, social institutions and 
platforms. All of these work 
in tandem and in a systematic 
manner to continuously rein-
force individual alienation. They 
prey on the youth by converting 
them into killing machines and 

F
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FOR a lONG TImE, RElIGIOuS SERmONS 
haVE dONE a hIGh dEGREE OF damaGE TO 
kaShmIRI SOCIETy IN REINFORCING  
IRRaTIONal aNd REGRESSIVE aTTITudES 
IN aN uNChECkEd aNd uNREGulaTEd 
maNNER. ThE POSITIVE uNIVERSal  
TENETS OF ISlam lIkE EmPhaSIS ON 
EqualITy, EduCaTION, PEaCE aNd  
kINdNESS aRE NOT madE PaRT OF  
ThE RElIGIOuS dISCOuRSE

reputed  Danish scholar Michael Taarnby’s popu-
lar analysis of radical jihadi terror ideology ex-
plores an eight-stage jihadist recruitment process. 
He outlines the structure of the jihadist recruitment 
process with the following stages or components.
1. Individual alienation and marginalisation
2. Spiritual quest
3. Process of radicalisation
4. Meeting and associating with like-minded 
people
5. Gradual seclusion and cell formation 
6. Acceptance of violence as legitimate political 
means 
7. Connection with a gatekeeper in the know 
8. Going operational 

The eight-Stage 
Jihadist recruitment 
Process

yaWar NaZir GeTTy iMaGeS
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jihadist zombies. 
The jihadist zombies are de-

void of any independent think-
ing and the cognitive processes, 
because they have given up 
them. Their thoughts and feel-
ings are dictated and structured 
by this jihadist superstructure. 
Simply, they cannot think on 
their own. They die the deaths 
of their conscious self the day 
they become radicalized. That is 
why they happily embrace death 
during encounters. 

This death of the conscious 
mind is also the reason why 
these persons feel no remorse 
or guilt when they resort to the 
killing of fellow human beings. 
This is unfortunately true of all 
jihadists whether he or she is in 
Al-Qaeda, ISIS, Boko Haram, 
Al-Shabab, Taliban, TTP, Lash-
kar e Jhangvi, LeT, JeM or HM.

The daMaGe  
CauSed By radiCal 

PreaCherS

Religion is the dominant 
public discourse in Kashmir. 
The jihadist superstructure is 

mainly sustained and nourished 
by radical preachers of various 
affiliations including Jamat-
e-Islami, Salafis, Deobandis 
and now some Barelvis and 
Shias also. Most of the religious 
sermons during Ijtimas, Friday 
prayers and Eids inculcate a 
terrible sense of psychological 
and social regression among 
young impressionistic minds 
regarding both their individual 
lives and general society. Most 
of the preachers in Kashmir are 
illiterate or semi-literate people 
with virtually no rational un-
derstanding of the life and world 
around them. 

For a long time, religious 

sermons have done a high 
degree of damage to Kashmiri 
society in reinforcing irrational 
and regressive attitudes among 
the people in an unchecked and 
unregulated way. The positive 
universal tenets of Islam like 
emphasis on equality, education, 
peace and kindness are not made 
part of the religious discourse. 

It is worth mentioning that in 
most of the Islamic theocracies 
including Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
all religious preachings and ser-
mons are checked, regulated and 

vetted by the ruling govern-
ments. The same is not the case 
in Jammu and Kashmir. The 
question is, why such exception-
alism? If one looks at the content 
of the most preachings and 
sermons, what comes out mostly 
is irrational, regressive and ob-
scurantist teachings. Sometimes 
the preachings take the form of 
outright hate speeches.

WhaT are We 
PreaChiNG To our 

ChildreN?

Unabated religious preach-
ings with horrifying content 

are delivered on a daily basis on 
massive public platforms ad-
dressing large audiences If these 
are not going to lead our society 

in general and our youth in 
particular to social obscurantism 
and extremist radicalization, 
then what will?
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IN mOST OF ThE ISlamIC ThEOCRaCIES 
INCludING SaudI aRabIa aNd IRaN, all 
RElIGIOuS PREaChINGS aNd SERmONS 
aRE ChECkEd, REGulaTEd aNd VETTEd 
by ThE RulING GOVERNmENTS. ThE  
SamE IS NOT ThE CaSE IN Jammu aNd 
kaShmIR. IF ONE lOOkS aT ThE CONTENT 
OF ThE mOST PREaChINGS aNd SERmONS 
hERE, whaT COmES OuT mOSTly IS  
IRRaTIONal, REGRESSIVE aNd  
ObSCuRaNTIST  TEaChINGS. SOmETImES 
ThE PREaChINGS TakE ThE FORm OF  
OuTRIGhT haTE SPEEChES

Common Content 
in Most Preachings, 

Sermons
1. Hatred against sectarian minorities like  
Ahmadiyas

2. Misogynistic injunctions including slut-sham-
ing of school girls

3. Anti-women education rants

4. Extreme hate speeches against non-Muslims, 
mostly against Hindus and Jews

The Hindus and Jews are notoriously addressed 
as kaafirs. This is an obnoxious  term with horrible 
racist and genocidal undertones

5. Fascistic glorification of violence in the form of 
jihad to establish Islam all over the world

6. Emphasis on supremacist doctrines of Islam 
while presenting Muslims as victims everywhere

7. Discouraging Muslims from adopting modern, 
pluralistic values

8. Despising science, technology and critical phi-
losophy other than that of Islamic theology

9. Denouncing democracy and secularism as 
systems of kufr and baatil

10. Glorifying and enforcing medieval tribal  
practices and bloodshed

11. Practices creating an attitude of despair and 
hopelessness in this worldly life

12. Advocating death and some illusory heavenly 
life over this worldly life, etc
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hon’ble lG Shri Manoj Sinha  
releases third book by KZiNe 

editor-in-Chief  
Mr Bashir assad 

Kashmir: The War of Narratives 

if Pakistan attempts to 
shut down Kashmir 

using the force of the 
gun, then what is wrong 

if we use the stick to  
counter it:  

hon’ble lG J&K

hon’ble lt Governor Shri Manoj Sinha releases the third book by KZiNe editor-in-Chief Mr Bashir assad 
From left: Mr Bashir assad, Ms ambreen Zaidi, Mr altaf Bukhari, Shri Manoj Sinha, director iiC Shri Kailash 

Nath Shrivastava and Ms renu Kaul 
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he straightforward articulation 
by Lt Governor Manoj Sinha 
on August 21 about the new 
realities of Kashmir made na-
tional headlines. The Hon’ble 
LG was speaking at the launch 
of the third book by Mr 
Bashir Assad, Editor-in-Chief 

KZINE, titled Kashmir: The War Of Narratives. 
Addressing the audience at the book launch or-
ganized at India International Centre, Shri Sinha 
said, “If Pakistan attempts to shut down Kashmir 
using the force of the gun, then what is wrong if 
we use the stick to counter it?” 

Mr Altaf Bukhari, President of J&K Apni Party, 
also attended the book launch event. 

The Hon’ble LG said that there is now a fine 
line that is operational in J&K about what is ac-
ceptable in the interest of the people, and what is 
not acceptable. “I believe this should be very clear 
that this is the fine line and nobody is allowed 
to cross it. Till the time I am there, this will stay. 
There will be no compromise,” he emphasized. 

The Hon’ble LG added that globally, there is 
an attempt to create false and damaging narra-

tives regarding Kashmir by some self-proclaimed 
experts. “We need to get out of these misconcep-
tions. We need to focus on what is good for the 
people and how their lives can be made better,” 
said the Hob’ble LG. “The youth must not look 
towards only the state as a job-provider. They 
must become entrepreneurs and create employ-
ment for all,” he said. The Hon’ble LG also 
focused upon women’s entrepreneurship, and on 
creating the workforce required by the industry.

‘I Wish The Book Is a Bestseller’ 

Regarding the book by Mr Bashir Assad, the 
Hon’ble LG said that the book highlights how 
misconceptions are spread and how people are 
misled. The book reveals the working of the 
propaganda machinery which is set upon damag-
ing Kashmir. “Kashmir also has a large number 
of people who want to work hard. They want to 
change the destiny of Kashmir.”

The Hon’ble LG congratulated Mr Assad for 
his third book. “Mr Assad is part of the tribe of 
journalists whose feet and ears are rooted to the 
ground. People must read what he has written. 

“we are lagging behind our  
adversaries in creating a narrative 

which can reach the common masses. 
That is where we have failed. That is 

one of the areas we have to focus on”

hon’ble lG Shri Manoj Sinha speaking at the book launch

denial of  
Terror, attempt 
To Whitewash 
Terrorism

Mr Bashir Assad highlight-
ed that the harsh measures 
of the state following the 
abrogation of Article 370 
were for a limited period 
only. “The state soon lifted 
the restrictions. It was the 
terrorists who re-imposed 
the lockdown. They killed 
people who did not follow 
their diktat. But internation-
ally, the narrative remained 
the same, that the harsh 
measures had been im-
posed by the Indian state.”
Mr Assad pointed out that 
from August 5 to Decem-
ber 2019, 52 people were 
killed by terrorists. These 
included truckers, labour-
ers and common Kash-
miris. “During this period, 
opinion leaders in Delhi 
kept beating about the 
bush. During the months 
after the abrogation of 
Article 370, 12 so-called 
fact-finding groups came 
to Kashmir. None of them 
spoke about the mayhem 
caused by the terrorists.”
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I wish that the book is a bestseller,” said the 
Hon’ble LG.

We need To Create popular 
narrative For Common Masses

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Assad said that 
we are lagging behind our adversaries in creat-
ing a narrative which can reach the common 
masses. “That is where we have failed. That is 
one of the areas we have to focus on,” said Mr 
Assad.  

Mr Assad appreciated the work being done 
by the Hon’ble LG for the welfare of the Union 

Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. “The Hon’ble 
LG is doing a commendable job. For the first 
time, historical things are happening in Kash-
mir. But minds have been poisoned here. People 
go about their normal, daily routines. They 
participate in the activities they want to. But if 
someone comes to them with a camera, their in-
stant response is: Jenab, kitna zulm hai! You are 
doing everything you want to, but in the mind, 
these words have stuck. We need to examine 
what we need to do to change the mindset in 
Kashmir. I have tried to address this challenge 
we face and suggest solutions. I hope that we 
can have a roadmap to deal with this problem in 
our collective psyche,” said Mr Assad.

There is now a fine line that is operational in J&k about  
what is acceptable in the interest of the people, and what is 

not acceptable. “I believe this should be very clear that this is 
the fine line and nobody is allowed to cross it. Till the time I am 

there, this will stay. There will be no compromise,” 
 the hon’ble lG said  

mothers are the driving force of the society. Ms 
Zaidi highlighted that the government must invest 
more in the mothers of Kashmir to lead the society 
in the right direction. 

“We should empower women and make them 
aware of the red flags. If any mother finds her 
child getting into unusual activities, she can cau-
tion the child. Mothers can make children aware 
of the immense opportunities available in educa-
tion. They can make them aware of national and 
international scholarships, business and entrepre-
neurship models supported by the government 
and also various competitive exams. In this way, 
mothers can empower the children to play a big 
role in nation building and not take up the path of 
terror,” she said. In a lighter vein, Ms Zaidi urged 
Mr Bashir Assad that his fourth book must focus 
on Madr-e-Kashmir. Ms Zaidi also moderated the 
book launch event. 

The book was released by Hon’ble LG Shri 
Manoj Sinha, Mr Altaf Bukhari, Director IIC  
Shri Kailash Nath Shrivastava, Ms Ambreen Zaidi,  
Ms Renu Kaul, owner of Vitasta Publications  
and Mr Bashir Assad. 
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empower The Women
Ms Ambreen Zaidi, noted columnist and the 

Founder of an organisation called The Change-
makers, spoke of her work in Kashmir with 
widows of the soldiers of Kashmir region. She said 
that during her work and visits she realised that 
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