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 The free flow of negative content on Kashmir and its wide circulation 
on social media is damaging Indian interests locally, nationally and 
internationally. There is urgent need to counter this content in an 
organized and efficient manner.

 Media Analysis Center, Srinagar - a civil society initiative of Lehar 
Foundation - is an organized initiative to counter negative propaganda 
and content on Kashmir locally, nationally and internationally.

 Media Analysis Center (MAC) shall generate content which shall 
aggressively counter the lies being peddled regarding Kashmir in the 
domestic, national and international media. 

 The content produced by MAC shall include news reports, features, videos 
and documentaries.

 The purpose is to break the toxic plot that keeps feeding malicious, 
negative news on Kashmir and circulating the same to deepen stereotypes 
of oppression and alienation. The attempt is to bring in a reality check on 
Kashmir and refresh the narrative in a positive, inclusive direction.

 MAC shall also provide a platform to bring together positive and happy 
voices of aspirational Kashmir youth, within Kashmir or outside. The 
Kashmiri voices of positivity and growth within India shall act as a force 
multiplier for the youth within Kashmir.

Ten Questions for  
Mehbooba Mufti

Straight questions for the People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD)  
leadership, starting with PDP President Mehbooba Mufti

 Bashir assad

Dear Mehbooba
I doubt that you shall consider course 
correction in your political deeds. You have 
genetically inherited the politics of deceit. 
But I, a common Kashmiri, expect answers 
to some basic questions regarding your 
politics. You captured the highest seat of 
power in the erstwhile state of Jammu and 
Kashmir not because you deserved it. You 
captured it because you are Mufti’s daughter.

I am personally witness to how you 
embarked on the path of the politics of 
hatred. Kashmiris are conscious of your 
divisive, hateful politics of vengeance. It 
was amazing to see you addressing a press 
conference in Jammu as Vice President of 
the so-called People’s Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration, where you sought the support of 
the people of Jammu region for the alliance. 
Ironical, considering you had sowed the 
seeds of hatred and pitted the peoples of  
the regions of Jammu and Kashmir against 
each other during the 2008 Shri Amarnath 
land row. 

Deal with the questions  
posed to you by Kashmir

1 Why should people believe or trust 
you when during your short stint 
as the CM of Jammu and Kashmir, 
you ruthlessly imposed your dynasty 
on the state. Can you name even 
one relative of yours who was not 
bestowed with plum position and 

power? Wasn’t your tenure more of a 
family affair than serious governance 
of the most sensitive state in the 
country?

2  Your father imposed you on us 
by exploiting the emotions of the 
simpleton Kashmiris. You want to 
impose your daughters on us by 
adopting the same template? We were 
losers then. We shall be losers now if 
we give in to your machinations.

3  Isn’t it a harsh reality that you 
sidelined, even humiliated the handful 
of non-Mullahs who had joined your 
bandwagon. You sidelined the large 
base of deserving and able non-Mullahs 
of Kashmir. With your tarnished 
credentials as chief minister, why should 
we – the large majority of non-Mullahs 
– give you a position of strength again?

4 Isn’t it a fact that your coterie of 
mullahs looted the state exchequer 

Mehbooba Mufti with her father late Mufti Mohd sayeed
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and nurtured the most 
corrupt practices and 
amassed wealth, surprising 
a state used to political 
crookedness? 

5 Regarding the so-called 
Gupkar Declaration, 
what do you expect? We 
shall come to the streets 
in your support, disrupt 
law and order and get 
killed – giving you photo 
opportunities to visit us as 
the rudali?

6 Do you think the 
irreversible and irrevocable 
action of India’s Parliament 
with regard to revocation of 
Article 370 can be undone 
by your political rhetoric? 
The fact remains that it was 
you and your clan in the 
separatist camp who fuelled 
New Delhi’s decision with 
their ridiculous posturing. 
You made it a fight between 
Muslims of Kashmir and 
Hindus of India, making it 
convenient for New Delhi to 
abrogate Article 370. Have 
you ever considered the 
folly of your actions?

8 Have you ever addressed 
the tensions and the lack 
of affection between 
Kashmir and Jammu? 
This is supposedly your 
area of jurisdiction. Did 
you care to provide any 
healing touch here?

9 For about a year, you 
are on record saying that 
you will not shoulder the 
tricolour. Now, you are 
again fighting the election 
to District Development 
Council (DDC) under an 
oath to the Constitution of 
India which upholds the 
tricolour. Your hypocrisy 
is hilarious. 

10You convinced a section 
of people in Kashmir 

that the Abdullahs are 
anti-Kashmir. They 
vehemently argued with 
historical facts that it is 
Mufti and you who are 
guilty of the charge. The 
search for relevance now 
binds the Muftis and 
Abdullahs. Sinners of a 
feather flock together?

Mehbooba with brother Tasaduq Mufti

Mehbooba, her daughters iltija and irtiqa Mehbooba’s maternal 
uncle sartaj Madni

7  What kind of politics is this 
that you keep talking about 
India-Pakistan relations, 
making Kashmir the buffer 
zone. What does this buffer 
imply? Is Jammu and 

Kashmir an independent 
entity, and you the 
sovereign of this region? 
Does it mean that you are 
empowered to deal with 
India’s foreign policy? 

 M Y Mir

A few years ago I had addressed our 
mentally and intellectually bankrupt 
and unimaginative leadership with a 

Kashmiri proverb: Hanglow karyu shoop  
seeth waoo, nafhuk oos taslee ghatt mu pav.

For nearly 70 years, all we have heard 
of is dreams and demands. It started in 
the early 50s. In 1951, Kashmir was told 
about the final solution of accession. In 
1955 they spoke of plebiscite. Then the talk 
veered to izzat aabiroo ka muqam. In the 
late 80s, the narrative shifted to azadi. In 

 دیہش وت ےرم ٹنٹیلم۔ ںیہےلارن  یھب گنھڈ ےک یتسب سا
 رادرب قودنب دیہش وت ےرم یجوف۔دیہش وت ےرم ربخم۔
 الاو ےنرام روا دیہش یھب الاو ےنرم ینعی دیہش وت ےرم
ےہ اترم الاو ےنرم ںیم رٹنواکنا فرص دیہش یھب

A minority is not a consequence 
of numbers, but a definition of 
empowerment. There are numerous 
Muslim states today but no Islamic state. 
We should be content with that. Whether 
we like it or not, we have to accept the 
realities. The reality is that the world has 
changed. Concepts have changed. The world 
has become a global village. We have to 
recognize our strengths and weaknesses.  
False hopes will lead us nowhere. It’s like 
chasing stars.

Don’t fight for crumbs. Have a full meal 
of positive thought, right thinking, self 
confidence and courage. Beautiful dreams, 
slogans, wishful thinking – all are a mirage. 
This is all that we have attained in almost 
seven decades.

The Plebiscite Front and its tall leaders 
wasted our three decades. The new lot of 
leaders and their slogans of azadi wasted 
our four decades. They kept us wrapped 
in dreams. Without assessing the pros and 
cons of the struggle. Without introspecting 
the way forward. Without analysing what is 
possible and at what juncture.

We never accounted for these difficult 

the late 90s we were told about autonomy.  
In the early years of the millennium, the 
talk shifted to self rule with a pinch of 
healing touch.

Now finally, it has culminated in 
demands for restoration of Article 370 and 
statehood.

Having watched these shifting goalposts 
for many decades, I want to tell our leaders, 
on whichever side or persuasion they are 
positioned: Please don’t sell any more dreams 
to the people of Kashmir. You have sold us 
dreams all along. We have had enough. Let 
us live in peace.

Farooq abdullah with some NC leaders

Get real. Don’t sell dreams any more
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questions. All along, we cried 
for help to the global conscience, 
but it wasn’t interested in us. We 
sought the intervention of the 
defunct UNO. We beseeched the 
White House and 10 Downing 
Street. We did not even leave 
our own dead ummah, in the 
name of OIC.  

The present set of 
mainstream politicians is again 
treading on the same old path 
of dreams and mirages in the 
name of Gupkar Declaration and 
slogans of retrieval of special 
status. To what end?

Logical conclusion! ماجنا یقطنم  
These words were used 

excessively by our modern elders 
till they enjoyed cult status. Not 
any more. Now it seems to mean 
– all okay. ۔۔ےہ تیریخ بس 

We are victims of bankruptcy 
of wisdom and intellect among 
our elders. Why are Muslims 
illiterate? Why are Muslim 
societies backward? Why are 
Muslim masses poor?

The reason is that in the 
age of reason, Muslims live a 
life of un-reason. Complaints 
and counter complaints. Every 
establishment, big or small, is 
responsible for our mess, our 
forlorn state, and all that our 
people have been subjected to. 

Tens of thousands killed, 
subjected to disappearances, 
subjected to the worst kind of 
cruelties. Still waiting for justice. 
Ironically the people who were 
administering the state for 
decades are accusing each other 
for these cruelties thrust upon 
the victims.

Who is responsible? Who 
are the culprits? The time has 
come that some authority must 
be entrusted with the job of 
fixing responsibility for the 
damaging state and its people 
psychologically, physically, 
emotionally. Eroding the ethos 
of this paradise on earth. 

Establishment of a Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission 
is the need of the hour. Maybe 
some blistering wounds may 
heal to some extent.

Let us drop the talk of (un)
achieveable nationhood.

More than half a century 
ago, under the spell of Yeh mulq 
hamara hai, iska faesla ham 
kareinge, I and some friends got 
swayed. We did not know that 
the achieveable will crumble 
under the force of the changing 
global dynamics, coupled with 
the waywardness of our elders.

In the 60s, we thought that 
the achieveable is just a few yards 

away. We braved the hardships 
of struggle, interrogation 
centers, jails, the pain of being 
away from our loved ones. Brave 
souls, my friends. Mian Sarwar, 
M Ashraf, Zaffarul Islam, 
Zahoor, A.Shahdad, M Aslam 
Wani, Majeed Mirza, Akhtar 
Khan, M Saleem Beig, Nazeer 
A Shah, GM Khan, Basheer A 
Wani, Basheer A Talaq, Mufti 
Nazim Deen, Basheer A Dada, 
Shamas Farooq, Barkattulah, 
Mian Nisar, Bilal Nazki, G.Qadir 
Basmati. So many others.

Some are still living. Some 
have gone to meet the Creator.

Then an even more 
determined group. Al Fatah, G 
Rasul Zehgeer, Nazeer A Wani, 
Fazlul Haq Qureshi, Abdul 
Rasheed Dar, Farooq A Bhat, 
Basheer Ahmed Bhat, Mir Nissar, 
MS Khan, A Saleem Gilkar, بیطخ   
A Rasheed Shall, S Hameed, Peer 
M Hussain, A Raheem Khan. It’s 
been more than half a century. 
Can’t recollect all. We all suffered 
pain and deprivation. The 
achieveable is still unachieved.

All these young Kashmiris 
were revolutionaries. I too was 

amongst them. We did all we 
could. We staked everything on 
the alter ego of the movement. 
Innumerable budding youth 
perished. Houses and habitations 
were blasted. Thousands 
disappeared. Scores were 
maimed and blinded. Thousands 
suffered incarceration. Our pious 
ladies suffered the worst form of 
humiliation. Scores of them lost 
honour and chastity. We lost 
our cherished value systems. 
Despite these sacrifices, we have 
not gained anything. 

The world has changed. The 
meaning of nationhood stands 
altered in the haze and maze of 
the present day scenario.

Let us introspect. Let us 
reinvent the goal to reach where 
there should be no hatred, no 
bloodshed, no discrimination, no 
biases. No bigotry, no tears and 
no pian. Where only brotherhood 
flowers. Where happiness and 
the joy of being humane blooms.

Our unwise leadership 
may claim that we gained the 
sympathy of the international 
community. But practically, we 
are alone and isolated. 

syed ali Geelani with other separatist leaders of Kashmir

PaGd leadership addressing a news conference

If we as a nation, and our 
leaders – the torch bearers of the 
movement – do not look back 
to ponder and take corrective 
action, we may have to suffer 
most drastically. Our conduct is 
irrational and illogical. On one 
hand we want all the benefits and 
amenities of modern Life. Power 
supplies, road connectivity, 
good education for our children, 
supplies of consumer goods, 
water for drinking and irrigation, 
food and fodder, schools and 
hospitals, unemployment to be 
erased, commerce to thrive, law 
and order to be established for 
safeguard self and society. On 
the other hand, we don’t want to 
establish the required systems 
which will arrange and provide 
us all these essentials of life.

Then how shall it happen? 
Through divine directives?

Whether we like it or not, 
systems will be formed. The 
government will be established. 
These are times of democracy. 
Whether I vote or not, somebody 
will be there who will claim 
or will be supposed to be my 
representative.

Is it not imperative then, that 
I choose a person of my choice 
to represent me? Then I can hold 
him accountable for his fallings 
if any, rather than complain 
against the person who claims to 
be my representative in absentia.

Till we get our special status, 
till we get an honourable place 
in the system, are we supposed 
to live in a vacuum? When it 
comes to dialogue over Kashmir, 
some unfortunate incident 
comes in the way – Mumbai, 
Pathankot, something else. But 
when it comes to Punjab and the 
appeasement of SAD, there is no 
hindrance to Kartarpur.
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Who is Mr Modi fooling?
The government and the bhakts claim 

Punjab and Kashmir are equal partners of 
Indian polity. We in Kashmir cherish 
the opening of the Kartarpur corridor 
and pray for its sustenance. Having 
established Municipal corporations, 
Municipal Committees and Town Area 
committees, now it is time for Panchayats. 
The way the situation is developing, these too 
shall be established soon. As per the recently 
modified Panchayat Act, the Panches and 
Sarpanches shall wield powers for rural 
development programs. They will frame, 
monitor and execute these development 
programs in rural areas. For urban areas, 
the work has been entrusted to Mayor and 
corporate of the municipal body.

Tawazun 2020 organized at Pahalgam
The cultural fest celebrates rich, multi-ethnic traditions 

and cultural heritage of the people of Jammu and Kashmir

W
e build too many walls 
and not many bridges. 
Life flows when we 
build bridges and find 

balance. This was the message of 
Tawazun 2020, the cultural fest 
organized by Lehar Foundation, 
an NGO, at Pahalgam on 
October 31 and November 1. 
The event was an effort to build 
bridges to unite the youth of the 
Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir and showcase their 
diverse talents.

The fest was organized at 
Pahalgam Club, located amidst 
picturesque and magnificent 
pine clad mountains on the 
banks of Lidder river. The 
cultural festival was organised 
with the aim of celebrating the 
rich, multi-ethnic traditions and 
cultural heritage of the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir, and 
promoting the ethos of unity in 
diversity. The fest was a pleasant 
change for the locals post the 
prolonged Covid lockdown. The 
event showcased performances 
by Sufi Singers, display of 
colourful folk dance forms and 
other zestful performances by 
Kashmiri, Dogri, Gojri artists, 
youth and children.

The festivities began with 
inauguration of the event by 
Chief Guest Maj Gen Rashim 
Bali, SM, VSM, General Officer 
Commanding (GOC) Victor 
Force, in the presence of various 
other dignitaries and a large 
number of people.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Maj Gen Rashim Bali, SM, VSM 
acknowledged the effort and 

initiative of Lehar Foundation 
for organizing such an event for 
promoting unity and celebrating 
the idea of democracy. Maj 
Gen Bali urged the people to 
come forward and participate 
wholeheartedly to revive the 
concept of Kashmiriyat, which 
for centuries had nurtured the 
diverse yet harmonious and 
welcoming attitude of the people 
of the valley. He also urged 
the people to not fall prey to 
the divisive and anti-national 
propaganda being spread by 
certain inimical elements, and 
move shoulder to shoulder 
towards peace and a bright 
future for the Union Territory of 
Jammu & Kashmir.

The fest continued to the 

In this scenario, what work is left for  
MLAs and MLCs? Legislation and 
administration has been taken over by  
the Governor and his Advisors in the form 
of SAC.

Aren’t the pay, perks, privileges and 
other amenities enjoyed by our so-called 
public representative a burden on the 
resources of our poor state?

Enough is enough. Thus far, no further.
On the altar of azadi, we lost Shaheed 

Maqbool Bhat, Mirwaiz Shaheed Moulana 
Farooq, Dr Guru, Mirwaiz South Dr Qazi 
Nisar, Shaheed Kh Ab Gani Lone, Shaheed 
Mohd Afzal Guru and thousands of Kashmiri 
youth. Dear Shujat Bukhari joined the ranks 
of extolled martyrs.

How far are we going to sustain  

this struggle? We should pose this question 
to ourselves.

So far as our unimaginative, self-styled 
leadership is concerned, they are powered by 
remote control. We can have no expectation 
from proxies.

The same toxic circle can’t continue – 
encounter killing of militants, pellet and 
bullet injuries, searches and crackdowns, 
JRL calls for shutdown... We have to come 
forward ourselves to stop this mayhem and 
wonton sluggishness in the name of azadi.

 تیرخ بس یقاب           
 یسنہ ہپ لد لاح یھت یتاا ےلہپ 
یتاا ںیہن ہپ تاب یسک با 

M Y Mir is a senior political analyst  
based at Anantnag

second day with colourful, joyous 
performances, and was attended 
by a large number of people. 
Director General of Police J&K 
Mr Dilbag Singh, IPS, addressed 
the large number of youth and 
families who had collected for 
the second and concluding 
day of the fest. He stressed the 
importance and preciousness of 
human lives.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DGP said children are a 
society’s most valuable asset, 
and it was our collective social 

responsibility to work for their 
happy and glorious future. He 
said that by providing more 
fruitful opportunities to our 
children, we can raise them to 
become good human beings. He 
said that the children of Kashmir 
have seen very difficult times, 
and added that together we can 
provide them with a better place 
and better future.

The DGP said that every life 
is precious and we have to take 
care of human lives by working 
in the right direction. He said 
that besides one’s own life, the 
lives of others are precious too, 
and taking care of each other’s 
lives is very important. He 
said that positive thinking and 
positive approach in life are keys 
to a successful life. He said that 
no one can do miracles alone but 
together we can.

The chief guest for the second 
half of Day 2 was Mr RR Swain, 
IPS, Additional Director General 
of Police. Mr Swain stressed 
upon the urgency of connecting 
the youth of different regions of 
Jammu and Kashmir for political, 
cultural and social assimilation. 
Mr Swain said that Tawazun 
was the first step in the right 
direction and it should be taken 
forward to the logical conclusion 
so that it is able to realize  
its objectives. Many skits and 
other programs were presented 
by the participating youth and 
children. Mr Dilbag Singh and 
Mr Swain complimented the 
organizers of the event and 
stressed on the need for more 
such events in the future.


