
    KZINE November  2021  KZINE November 2021

UAE INVESTMENT: Is This Checkmate Pakistan?
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from the desk of the editor in chief

The civil and military institutions in Kashmir are now celebrating and commemorating what 
should have their practice since long. 

Chinar Corp recently celebrated the 75th year of Shalteng victory with much fervor. People in 
hundreds participated in the celebrations. The Army re-enacted the battle of November 7, 1947 fought 
with the Pakistani tribal raiders.

This battle finally led to the fleeing of tribal raiders from Kashmir. But tragically, the raiders had 
indulged in loot, arson, rape and killing of hundreds of Kashmiri men and women, particularly in 
Uri, Baramullah and the northern outskirts of Srinagar.  

The Shalteng battle was fought decisively by the Army, which had just landed in Kashmir with 
the support of local population. It was the time when slogans of  Hamla aawar khabardar, hum 
Kashmiri hein ta-
yar would rever-
berate in the air. 

The great son of 
the soil Maqbool 
Sherwani was just 
19 at that time. 
Thinking strate-
gically and intel-
ligently, Sherwani 
m i sg uided the 
t r iba l  invader s 
and delayed their 
March towards 
Srinagar airport. 
Sherwani was lat-
er killed by the in-
vaders mercilessly.

November 7 was never remembered in Kashmir, and the memories faded away. Not many Kashmiris, 
particularly from the younger generation, know about the significance of November 7. It was never 
part of the history books taught in schools and colleges. Instead, selective, subjective and distorted 
historical events were imprinted on minds. 

Is it too late or it is never late? The carnage caused by the Pakistani tribals in Kashmir, the support of 
the Kashmiris for the Army and the decisive victory should have been part of our collective memory. 
This is not the only historical event which the civil and military administration is commemorating. 
Many things have been revived during the last couple of years. Our history can make us understand 
Pakistan’s vicious play in Kashmir. The Persian (Farsi) idiom frequently used in Urdu fits here – Deir 
aayed durust aayed. It is never late.  

Bashir Assad

A publication of Media Analysis Centre Kashmir    A Lehar Initiative 

It Is Never Late

PHoTo CoUrTESy: ICHowK.IN 
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he blocs in the 
Muslim world – 
the Saudi-UAE 
bloc, the Turkey-
Pakistan-Malaysia 
bloc. Pakistan’s 
drift from Saudi 

Arabia as it moves closer into 
Turkey’s embrace. The deepen-
ing security and economic ties 
of Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) with 
India. These geo-political shifts 
are the latent dynamics underly-
ing Dubai’s accord with India 
to build multi-billion dollar 
infrastructure in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The major signals here: 
Advantage Kashmir. Advantage 
India. 

Dubai has committed to build 
world-class infrastructure in the 
troubled region including indus-
trial parks, IT towers, multi-
purpose towers, logistics centers, 
a medical college and a super-
specialty specialized hospital. 

Contrast this to Pakistan’s rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia, which 
soured in 2020 and saw marginal 
improvement in the first quarter 
of 2021. Last month, Khaled 
Ahmed wrote in Newsweek 
Pakistan that the once “broth-
erly” ties between Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia got dented in 
recent years, partly due to Islam-
abad’s growing ties with Turkey. 
“The Pak-Turk relationship has 
tended to disturb the Arab part 
of the Islamic world due to the 
well-known split between An-
kara and the Arab states,” Ahmed 
noted.  

Around March 2021, Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia appeared to be 
in the midst of a reset of rela-
tions. Despite the improving 

trajectory, analysts noted that the 
bilateral reset would be limited 
to modest economic and military 
cooperation. 

Meanwhile, the two Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
heavyweights, Abu Dhabi and 
Riyadh, are now strategically 
close to New Delhi with strong 
economic and security ties. That 
UAE has chosen Kashmir to 
make multi-billion dollar invest-
ments is extremely significant. 
The move holds great potential 
for Kashmir. 

wE KNow THE  
oBSTACLES IN  

KASHMIr, SAyS dUBAI

It is not to be missed that the 
accord with Dubai comes at a 
time when Kashmir is witness-
ing resurgence in violence that 
has left the locals shaken. The 
statement of Sultan Ahmed Bin 
Sulayem, chairman and CEO of 
DP World Dubai, to Srinagar 
media must be understood for 
the deep meaning it carries. 

UAE Investment 
In Kashmir: 

wILL THIS BE 
CHECKMATE 

PAKISTAN?

majOR GEO-POlITICal ShIfTS aRE ThE laTENT  
dyNamICS uNdERlyING dubaI’S aCCORd wITh INdIa 

TO buIld mulTI-bIllION dOllaR INfRaSTRuCTuRE IN 
kaShmIR. ThE SIGNalS hERE: adVaNTaGE kaShmIR. 

adVaNTaGE INdIa

MoU signed between Government of dubai and J&K UT Administration in the presence of Shri 
Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs & food & Public distribution 
and Textiles, GoI,  Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha and Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem, Group 
Chairman and CEo, dP world

by  Bashir ASSAd

T
Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and CEo, dP world

ThIS IS whaT ThE dubaI haS 
SaId, STaNdING IN SRINaGaR: 

“wE kNOw ThE ObSTaClES.” IT 
wIll NOT bE SO EaSy fOR  

PakISTaN TO ExECuTE ITS uSual 
malICE IN kaShmIR, aNd kEEP 

ThE TERROR NETwORkS IN  
hIGh GEaR 

3
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“We are committed to connect 
Jammu and Kashmir to the rest 
of India. We know how to do 
that, we know the obstacles.” 

This is what the Dubai has 
said, standing in Srinagar: “We 
know the obstacles.” It will not 
be so easy for Pakistan to execute 
its usual malice in Kashmir, and 
keep the terror networks in high 
gear. 

The accord with Dubai for 
investment in Kashmir is a diplo-
matic high for India. It also holds 
major strategic importance. 

wHy dUBAI  
INVESTMENT IN 

KASHMIr CArrIES 
dEEP GEoPoLITICAL 

SIGNIfICANCE

After long years of lull induced 
by terror, Kashmir is opening up 
to international investment. The 
investment in Kashmir is being 
made by the geopolitical heavy-
weights of the Islamic world. 
As Guardian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, Saudi Arabia’s role as 
the center of the Islamic faith is 
beyond reproach.

The House of Saud is recog-
nized as the undisputed leader 
of the Islamic world. President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan is trying 
hard to position Turkey as the 
center of the Muslim World. 

The rivalry between Ankara 
and Riyadh is shaping regional 
events not only in the Middle 
East. It has the potential to turn 
the tide in Kashmir. India, with 
its growing prosperity and huge 
market, is on the global high 
table. The shared economic ties 
between India, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates are a 

prime driving force for the in-
vestment happening in Kashmir. 

PAKISTAN’S SELf 
GoAL IS BorN of 

dEEP ANxIETy

Pakistan recently scored a 
self goal by denying use of its 
airspace for the direct flight 
between Srinagar and Sharjah. 
Pakistan’s kneejerk reaction is 
born of its deep anxiety over the 
deepening ties between India 
and the GCC titans. 

Islamabad’s proximity with 
Ankara has hurt its relations 
with Abu Dhabi and Riyadh. 
Pakistan has consistently ex-
ploited its religious proximity 

to Kashmir’s Muslim-majority 
population by planting terror 
networks here. Now the GCC 
titans are investing heavily in 
Kashmir. Pakistan cannot afford 
to annoy Saudi Arabia or UAE. 

2020 saw the much-publicized 
spat between Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia, which culminated 
with Riyadh’s demand for early 
repayment of $3 billion in loans 
meant to buttress Islamabad’s 
foreign exchange reserves. Paki-
stan managed to placate Riyadh. 
After much cajoling by Pakistan, 
Riyadh announced that it shall 
not withdraw the final tranche of 
its $3 billion loan. 

Pakistan is now seen in Turkey 
camp, but can it afford to annoy 

Saudi Arabia and UAE? No. Yet 
Pakistan denied airspace for the 
Srinagar-Sharjah flight, which 
means an hour of additional 
travel for travelers, and higher 
ticket price. 

Saudi Arabia is the global 
leader of Sunni Islam. Kashmir 
is a deeply religious region,  
immersed in faith. Heavy 
investment by the Gulf majors 
in Kashmir portends shifts. The 
investment threatens to weaken 
Pakistan’s hold on Kashmir. 

Agreed that the situation in 
Kashmir is always mercurial. 
In a conflict region, nothing 
can be said with certainty. But 
signals should not be missed 
either. 

afTER lONG yEaRS Of lull INduCEd by TERROR, 
kaShmIR IS OPENING uP TO INTERNaTIONal 

 INVESTmENT. ThE INVESTmENT IN kaShmIR IS  
bEING madE by ThE GEOPOlITICal hEaVywEIGhTS 

Of ThE ISlamIC wORld

SaudI aRabIa IS ThE GlObal lEadER Of SuNNI  
ISlam. kaShmIR IS a dEEPly RElIGIOuS REGION,  
ImmERSEd IN faITh. hEaVy INVESTmENT by ThE 

Gulf majORS IN kaShmIR PORTENdS ShIfTS. ThE 
INVESTmENT ThREaTENS TO wEakEN PakISTaN’S 

hOld ON kaShmIR 

PHoTo CoUrTESy: MoNEyCoNTroL.CoM 
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w
ith no indication what-
soever about when the 
election in Jammu and 
Kashmir will be held, 
the political parties face 
a dilemma of how to flex 

muscles and how to position themselves as and when 
the polls are held. There is confusion among top 
political leaders about what should be the issues that 
they should go ballistic with in order to attract the 
electorate. National Conference seems to be lost be-
tween two lines of thought. So far the leadership of 
National Conference has not been able to come clear 
on the planks on which the party wants to contest 
the elections. There are mixed signals from Abdullah 
Senior. Dr Abdullah tries to play safe but gets swayed 
by the circumstances at times. Omar Abdullah, bar-
ring a few television interviews, has been silent.

People’s conference headed by Sajad Lone seem-
ingly is an exception. If his coterie is to be believed, 
Sajad is clear and categoric. He doesn’t want that 

impractical and emotive issues should in any man-
ner become part of the narrative. Sources reveal 
that in a recent meeting of the top executive, Sajad 
took strong exception to what some of his party 
colleagues suggested about allowing space for soft 
separatist politics. Barring Sajad and Mehbooba 
Mufti, no other political party in Kashmir valley 
has clarity on what kind of politics they are envi-
sioning for the people.

STroNG NC LoBBy wANTS PArTy 
To ACCEPT NEw rEALITy,  

PoSITIoN ITSELf ACCordINGLy

According to reliable insiders, a strong lobby in 
National Conference (NC) has conveyed to the 
party leadership its reservations on doing politics 
around Article 370. Sources say this lobby wants that 
the party should not go against the flow. Rather, 
it should accept that the rules of the game have 
changed and it would be wise on part of the leader-Kashmir’s 

Political 
Leaders At A 

Loss – Except 
Seemingly 
Sajad Lone

by  Bisma NAzIrHow To 
PoSITIoN 

THEMSELVES  
PoLITICALLy?

So far the NC leadership has not been able to 
come clear on the planks on which the party 

wants to contest the elections. There are mixed 
signals from abdullah Senior. he tries to play 

safe but gets swayed by circumstances at times. 
Omar abdullah, barring a few television  

interviews, has been silent
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ship to play the game according to the new rules.
This lobby comprising senior leaders and former 

ministers are of the opinion that time has come 
when the politics of deceit should be abandoned 
and people should be told the truth, however in-
convenient however it may be. A senior NC leader 
candidly appreciated the steadfastness and straight-
forwardness of individuals like Sajad Lone who 
have chosen not to opt for political adventurism. 
The leader said that time has come when all politi-
cal leaders of Kashmir should behave responsibly, 
not for their partisan interests but to save Kashmir 
from further distress.

The political leader said that there are many mass 
leaders in the National conference who share these 
concerns. “Everything in Kashmir politics is in 
black and white. It will be appropriate to choose 
between one. If we don’t do that, it shall be great 
disservice to the people of Kashmir,” he said.

PAKISTAN INVESTING HEAVILy  
oN MEHBooBA To KEEP  

SEPArATIST PoLITICS ALIVE

Mehbooba Mufti was left clueless after her gov-
ernment was toppled in 2018. She has very limited 

electoral prospects in Kashmir, irrespective of 
when the elections are held. Mehbooba is trying to 
regain lost ground by pitching herself against the 
might of the Indian state and playing victimhood. 
Her target is not the upcoming election – she is 
particular about casting her daughter in the lead 
role in the political theatre of Kash mir.

Physical indicators suggest that Pakistan is 
investing heavily on Mehbooba Mufti to keep 
separatist politics alive in Kashmir. By that stan-
dard also, the aim is not the election but the revival 
of street theatrics and the authority to rule illegiti-
mately through mobs. The idea is to bargain in the 
long run using the same modus operandi that Syed 
Ali Geelani perfected with manufactured protests.

wHErE SAJAd ANd  
ALTAf dIffEr

Apni Party of Syed Altaf Bukhari has the credit 
of going against the wind immediately after the 
events of August 05, 2019. It is in confused space 
now essentially because of the grievances against 
the local administration. Altaf is clear about his 
future politics, but the grievances are high on his 
mind. Because of limited experience of electoral 

LAx SECUrITy  
for SAJAd LoNE?

8

mehbooba’s aim seems to be not the election 
but the revival of street theatrics and the  

authority to rule illegitimately through mobs. 
The idea is to bargain in the long run using the 

same modus operandi that Syed ali  
Geelani perfected with manufactured protests

The perception among many quar-
ters is that the entire SSG (Special 

Security Group Kashmir) seems to be 
left to the service of the Abdullahs and 
the Muftis. More than 300 SSG person-
nel guard them. Their cavalcade is 
bigger than the cavalcade of the LG. 
Abdullahs and Mufti enjoy every single 
privilege from the government only 
to keep the narrative of secessionism 
alive. How can this be justified?

This correspondent twice visited 
Sajad. Surprisingly, there was not even 
a single police wala at the gate to en-
quire about the purpose of visit, or why 
one was going inside. On books, Sajad 
enjoys Z Plus security cover. 

On the other hand, one may say that 
even a bird cannot fly across the resi-
dence of the Abdullahs and Mufti. There 

is some evidence that suggests that a 
section in the police and civil bureau-
cracy still take orders or at least accom-
modate Mufti and Abdullahs more than 
others.

Another genuine complaint is that the 
workers and cadre of Apni Party and 
People’s Conference are not allowed 
to connect or interact with the people 
for security reasons. On the other hand, 
National conference and PDP workers, 
who avail the same security, are given 
free passage. There are many other 
such grievances that have annoyed 
both Altaf and Sajad. Both have re-
sponded to it differently. Sajad is silent, 
Altaf agitates on such issues. His public 
posturing could be appropriately de-
scribed as Na khuda he mila na wisal e 
sanam.

People’s Conference headed by Sajad 
lone seemingly is an exception. If 

his coterie is to be believed, Sajad is 
clear and categoric. he doesn’t want 
that impractical and emotive issues 

should become part of the narrative. 
Sources reveal that in a recent meeting 
of the top executive, Sajad took strong 

exception to what some of his party 
colleagues suggested about allowing 

space for soft separatist politics
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politics, he messes up both, due to which there is 
confusion.

During conversations and public interactions, 
Sajad has indicated that he is aware of the griev-
ances. The clarity he brings forth is that these 
wrongs shall be rectified once he is in power. His 
stand is that one must not lose focus of the real 
target – power.

Why does Altaf seem missing in this clarity? 
Perhaps because of the pressures he faces from his 
cadre, who went against the wind with expecta-
tions that were sky high. At this juncture, Altaf 
needs to take a clear view of the pursuit of power 
and the grievances against the bureaucracy.

The Kashmir bureaucracy has always been more 
powerful than in any other part of the country. 
The objective of the government has been that in 
the conflict scenario, the bureaucracy must govern 
without intervention from any quarter. It is here 

that Syed Altaf Bukhari and his cadre lose patience. 
So we find that at times, Altaf outpaces Mehbooba 
and others in taking the administration head on. 
Over the past few weeks, Altaf has been more vo-
cal in his criticism of the Administration than his 
hawk rivals in NC and PDP.

Both Sajad and Altaf are of the view that the 
lapses of the bureaucracy are unintentional. But 
the fact remains that any complaints against the 
bureaucracy go to the advantage of NC and PDP.

The confusion also seems to be there on what the 
Centre is up to as far holding elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir is concerned. NC, Congress and 
other small players including PDP have no idea 
about what kind of political arrangement New 
Delhi is up to in Kashmir. The big question that 
is generally being posed by the political leaders 
cutting across the party lines is that who will be the 
chief minister and from where.

The cadre of apni Party and People’s  
Conference are not allowed to connect or 

interact with people for security reasons. NC 
and PdP workers, who avail the same security, 
are given free passage. There are many other 
such grievances that have annoyed both altaf 

and Sajad. altaf agitates on such issues. his 
public posturing could be appropriately 

described as Na khuda he mila na wisal e sanam

ON Dr FArOOq ABDuLLAH
The top brass of our party is clueless about the ground reality. Till the recent past, Dr Abdullah was the 

only leader in Jammu and Kashmir who would feel the pulse of the people. Dr Sahab was known for 
telling the inconvenient truth even in highly volatile situations. In 2010, Dr Farooq Abdullah categorically 
advised Chief Minister Omar Abdullah not to resign when pressure was being built by many quarters. “He 
would coolly say that extraordinary situations are temporary. We should not take any decision under the in-
fluence of such temporary situations. I am surprised to observe that Farooq Sahab seems nervous. It seems 

that he is not able to sail the boat amid the storm.

A SENIor NC LEAdEr oN THE 
HArd TrUTHS KASHMIr  
PoLITICIANS MUST fACE

We must honestly mark the end of the era of decep-
tive and delusional politics.

A question I often face is that why did some politi-
cal leaders believed to be close to the Abdullahs left the 
party. Movements across political parties are not new. 
They have always been part of electoral politics. The 
exit of Devender Rana and Hilal Raheem Rather was 
a great loss for National conference. I shall be the last 
man to leave the party but the first one to speak my 
mind. The era of emotive and exploitive politics has 
ended.

Abrogation of Article 370 and 35A and bifurcation of 
state into two Union Territories no doubt was a unilat-
eral decision. It ultimately led to the disempowerment 
of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. But given the 

geo-political scenario, the action 
seems to be irreversible at least 
in near future. So we should be 
focused on two things:

1.  Deflate the attention of the 
people from what could not be 
achieved by the confrontation. 

Let us learn to live and let live with peace and har-
mony. We should provide a secure environment to 
our younger generation which is only possible by the 
politics of reconciliation.

2.  The world is evolving with the pace of a missile. 
We need to come out of our cocoons and be part of the 
evolution. For that we need to reject violence in all its 
forms and manifestations and secure a safe environ-
ment for the people to flourish.

NC leader who did not want to be named gets candid with KZINE
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There is confusion 
we Need  

Training Sessions 
To Streamline 

 System 

Clash of egos, 
interests have 

sabotaged process

SoME LoCAL offICErS 
wHo HAVE ANTI-INdIA 

SENTIMENTS ArE  
CrIPPLING fUNCTIoNING 

of ddCs

he gulf between 
Srinagar and 
New Delhi was 
born because 
democratic 
institutions in 
J&K were never 

allowed to flourish. No serious 
efforts were made to strengthen 
the grass root democratic struc-
tures. 

The argument over the devel-
opment of Jammu and Kashmir 
– or the lack of it – continued 
on two lines of thought. Those 
favouring the abrogation of 
the special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir said Article 370 of the 
Indian Constitution was a road-

block. They claimed that con-
stitutional provisions applicable 
to rest of the country were not 
applied to J&K because of Article 
370. As a result, historic amend-
ments made to the Constitution 
for strengthening the Panchayati 
Raj Act were not applicable to 
J&K. The argument was that the 
73th and 74th amendment to the 
Constitution of India revolu-
tionized the Panchayati Raj 
system in the country. But J&K 
could not benefit from it because 
the Act did not apply here. 

The counterargument against 
this was that J&K had its own 
Constitution. Those provi-
sions of the Constitution of 

India which were applicable to 
the erstwhile state of J&K were 
tempered with, rather breached. 
This resulted in disempower-
ment of the people of J&K and 
the democratic structures here. 

The argument made by the 
antagonists was that manipula-
tion of electoral democracy, 
rigging of elections and a host 
of other measures weakened 
the foundations of democracy 
in J&K. The interesting angle 
herein is often missed by both 
schools of thought. Elections in 
J&K were manipulated (if at all) 
when Article 370 was invoked. 
Every nasty thing was affected 
when Article 370 was still there 

T

The swearing-in ceremony of ddC members was held in every district of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Image: Khalid Hussain

 PHoTo CrEdIT: dNA INdIA

ThERE IS SERIOuSNESS aT ThE hIGhEST lEVEl IN  
PROVIdING a SuPPORT SySTEm fOR ThE dEmOCRaTIC  

INSTITuTIONS IN j&k. uNfORTuNaTEly, ThE lOCal  
babuS SEEm TO haVE CONSCIOuSly RESOlVEd TO 

dISRuPT ThE dEmOCRaTIC STRuCTuRES, PaRTICulaRly  
whEN IT COmES TO PaNChayaTI Raj INSTITuTIONS

by  Iqbal AHMAd
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in the statue book. Therefore, 
the argument that Article 370 
was a guarantee for a flourish-
ing democratic culture Jammu 
and Kashmir is fundamentally 
flawed. Article 370 was most 
effective for the politicians of 
Jammu and Kashmir. They 
conveniently used it for politics 
around its abrogation or its res-

toration. This still holds true.
For the strengthening of 

Panchayati Raj institutions in 
J&K, abrogation of Article 370 
has not helped a bit. This is not 
because of any fallout of the 
abrogation. This is because the 
mental makeup of the bureau-
cratic structure in J&K is such 
that with or without Article 370, 

they are resolute not to allow 
democratic institutions to take 
root in J&K.

A major distinction needs to 
be made here. The intentions at 
the highest level of the govern-
ment cannot be questioned. 
There is seriousness at the high-
est level in providing a support 
system for the democratic insti-
tutions in J&K. Unfortunately, 
the local babus seem to have 
consciously resolved to  
disrupt the democratic struc-
tures, particularly when it comes 
to Panchayati Raj institutions. 

The inherent drawback, 
particularly in Kashmir valley 
post the inception of militancy 
in 1990, is the lack of credible 
faces in participatory democracy. 
That said, the babus need to 
understand that those who con-
tested or will contest in future 
are doing so at great personal 
peril. The system and the state 
must provide due recognition 
to those who dare to challenge 
the non-state terror actors, their 
ecosystem and their sponsors 
across the border. 

The Indian state has earned 
respect globally and continues to 
emerge as global leader because 
of its democratic values and its 
commitment to strengthen the 
democratic structures. Babus 
have a bare minimum role in 
making this country great. 
Unfortunately the mindset of 
local babus in Kashmir even 
today is the major roadblock in 
strengthening the democratic 
institutions. For deeply analyz-
ing this malaise, KZINE spoke 
to people’s representatives as-
sociated with the Panchayati Raj 
system. All of them said that the 
bureaucrats are to be blamed for 
the failure of Panchayati Raj in 
Kashmir.

THE THrEE-TIEr  
PANCHAyATI rAJ SySTEM

The three-tier Panchayati raj system includes 
Gram Panchayats at the village level, Block De-

velopment Council (BDC) at block level and District 
Development Council (DDC) at district level. 

Gram Panchayat: Every village has a Panchayat. 
registered voters of the village elect a president 
(Sarpanch) and a Vice-President (Panch). 

Block development Council: Composed of elected 
members of the area, and the Block Development 
Officer.

District Development Council: Headed by an 
Additional District Development Commissioner (Ad-
ditional DC) as Chief Executive Officer and Chairper-
son of the council representing the district. Func-
tions at district level.

The three-tier system was not there in Jammu and 
Kashmir before the abrogation of Article 370

Victory procession after announcement of ddC election result

Some Local officers don’t 
want the Panchayati raj  

system to work. They feel that 
their interests shall be 
 thwarted if ddCs and  

Panchayats get empowered 
Safina Beigh, Chairperson district development Council (ddC), Baramulla
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The three-tier system is a 
self governance concept. 

From the grass root level it has 
some golden points. In the form 
of sarpanches and panches, 
villages get economically as 

well as politically empowered. 
People don’t need to move from 
one MLA to another for their 
development works. Today the 
Sarpanch has the authority to get 
all these works rolling. 

Development as well as 
involvement is in the hands of 
people. We get public participa-
tion from village level. There is 
no problem with funds. In fact 
the budget is more than enough. 
The main motive of Panchayati 
Raj is employment generation 
in rural areas. There are avenues 
for youth engagement through 
the Directorate of Rural Devel-
opment and other departments. 
With the Panchayati Raj system, 
women got a chance to take 
part in the development process. 
Development leads to peace. 
Misgovernance leads to alien-
ation. 

Across political lines, no 
government wanted this system 
to strengthen, because if the 
Panchayati Raj system became 
strong, MLAs would lose their 
powers. So the government and 
the MLAs halted the implemen-
tation of this program. It was 
the prime minister’s policy to 
strengthen the system. The LG 
government tried their best to 
implement the Panchayati Raj 
system and conducted fair elec-
tions. Despite the ruthless ways 
of the militants and the conflict, 
people participated in the elec-
tion. This was the first successful 
election of Jammu and Kashmir 
after the abrogation of Article 
370. It raised people’s expecta-
tions from the elected DDC 
members.

“THE ProCESS IS 
BEING SABoTAGEd”

The three tier system 
is going to complete one 

year soon but there are teeth-
ing problems. We understand 
that when new systems are 
established, the implementation 
process takes time. But there 
are some officers in Jammu and 
Kashmir who don’t want this 
system to work. They feel that 
their interests shall be thwarted 
if the District Development 
Committees (DDCs) and Pan-
chayats get empowered. 

Some DDC members 
complain about the officers. 
But they don’t understand the 
politics behind why they are 
not being allowed to function. 
Paralysing the functioning of 

the DDCs and the Panchayats is 
the handiwork of some bureau-
crats who have anti-India senti-
ments. They know that DDCs 
and Panchayats are one of the 
best outreach programs from 
the Central government to the 
people of Kashmir. So they 
don’t want to make it work. 
Their hidden agenda is that this 
is a process being promoted 
by the Prime Minister, so this 
process has to be sabotaged.

The second reason why 
DDCs and Panchayats are not 
able to perform well is that 
Jammu and Kashmir is a Union 
Territory. UT officers consider 

themselves superior. They don’t 
want to surrender their powers. 
For example, if J&K UT gets 
a chief minister tomorrow, he/
she shall be a toothless tiger – a 
CM without any powers. These 
are the main reasons why this 
system is shaking. It is not able 
to stabilize.

Unfortunately some DDC 
members have started consider-
ing themselves as Super MLAs. 
That is why I am requesting 
the LG to start training ses-
sions. It is important because 
the officers will get to know of 
the powers of DDCs. Simulta-
neously, the DDCs will get to 
know about their jurisdiction. 

There is a lot of confusion. 
It is very important to have 
training sessions so that the 
system gets streamlined. This 
can be the best system if both 
sides work with cooperation 
and coordination. The system 
is accountable, it is very trans-
parent and corruption can be 
controlled easily. It should be 
continued the way the prime 
minister has committed.  A 
serious message should be sent 
to the Administration. We 
have Deputy Commissioners in 
Kashmir who don’t even receive 
the phone calls of DDC chair-
persons or members. This insti-
tution isn’t getting the respect 
that it deserves. The members 
aren’t getting the respect that 
they deserve. But they too ex-
pect a lot from the officers.  

There is also the issue of ac-
commodation for sarpanches, 
panches, DDC members. There 
are many security concerns in 
Kashmir. Panchayat members 
are usually more vulnerable to 
attacks. It is not easy to provide 
security to all of them. We un-
derstand that it will take some 
time to arrange things.

SAFINA BEIGH, 
Chairperson District Development Council (DDC), Baramulla

Paralysing the functioning of the ddCs 
and the Panchayats is the handiwork of 

some local bureaucrats who have  
anti-India sentiments. They know that 

ddCs and Panchayats are one of the 
best outreach programs from the  

Central government to the people of 
kashmir. So they don’t want to make it 

work. Their hidden agenda is that this is 
a process being promoted by the  

Prime minister, so this process  
has to be sabotaged

we have deputy Commissioners in 
kashmir who don’t even receive the 
phone calls of ddC chairpersons or 

members. This institution isn’t  
getting the respect that it deserves. 

The members aren’t getting the  
respect that they deserve 
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Riyaz Ahmad,
DDC Member, Devsar, Kulgam District

should be done at least.
We are DDC members by 

election but we are not allowed 
to stand even in the District 
Planning Committee. We don’t 
have any platform where we 
can keep our points, where we 
can discuss issues. Officers don’t 
let DDC members meet the 
Lt Governor. They don’t let us 
reach them. Sometimes they give 
us security reasons and some-
times they ignore us. They only 
take us to those meetings where 
they want us to be present. Not 
where we need to be present. 

Recently the newly appointed 
young KAS officers were 
posted in rural development 
and as BDOs. They don’t know 
anything about public deal-
ing. They should be sent to the 
Revenue Department first where 
they can learn things.

I agree that during the tour, 
we learn about Panchayats of 
different states. But it is not 
tours that will really help us. 
Training in our own state about 
our duties, responsibilities and 
powers – that shall truly help us. 
No training took place after the 
2020 election. To grab govern-
ment’s money, the officers take 
members for a tour. There is a 
difference between training and 
a tour. For us training is more 
important.

For instance, the Panchayat 
of Punjab and Kashmir isn’t the 

same. The SHO of Punjab isn’t 
allowed to enter any village 
without the permission of the 
Sarpanch. But here the Sarpanch 
can’t tell SHO not to enter the 
village because we have security 
reasons here. Also, if the Sar-
panch dares to tell the SHO not 
to enter the village, he will be 
booked under Public Safety Act 
(PSA) the next day. 

What we immediately need is 
training where all members shall 
be told about their rights, duties 
and powers. As a DDC mem-
ber, I have never received any 
training except once in March 
2021. It was scheduled to be held 
in Jammu for two days. Due to 
some protests the program was 
not successful.

dEPArTMENTS ArE 
NoT CooPErATING 

wITH US

In Kulgam district, plan for 
Rs 250 crore approximately shall 
lapse because the departments 

are not cooperating with us. 
When we make the plans, we 
first ask the departments about 
their estimates. But they refuse 
to give estimates. They say – 
send us plans, then we will see 
about estimates. For instance, I 
made a plan of Rs 2.5 lakh for 
a transformer. The department 
prepared the same estimate for 
Rs 7 lakh. 

For the panchayat spending 
also, we should follow the pat-
tern of Constituency Develop-
ment Fund (CDF). This way, 
estimation shall be submitted 
first, then feasibility check done, 
then work executed. 

The government has initi-
ated a great step of removing 
deadwood from all departments. 
Currently we have 50% dead-
wood in all departments. They 
are even violating the Panchayati 
Raj Act by giving the tenders to 
the local mafia and not to those 
who we recommend. Babus are 
not giving us the respect we 
deserve.

we are ddC members by election but 
we are not allowed to stand even in 

the district Planning  
Committee. we don’t have any  

platform where we can keep our 
points, where we can discuss issues

When we participated in the elections, the 
government made a lot of promises. Dur-

ing election days, the SHO would come to pick 
me up along with escorts. But after the elections, 
they have kept us like prisoners. Now you won’t 
find any difference between us and Central Jail 
prisoners. In fact they have more facilities than us. 

We wanted to make this three tier system suc-
cessful on ground level. But we are not able to ful-
fil people’s promises. We don’t receive public calls 
now because no work is getting done through 
us. If we tell Block Development Officers (BDO) 
or Assistant Commissioner Development (ACD), 
“Please do this work,” they do not comply with 
our request. They do not agree with us.  No officer 
is ready to cooperate with us. They don’t have to 
support us in any wrongdoings but genuine works 

we wanted to make this three tier 
system successful on ground level. 
but we are not able to fulfil people’s 
promises. we don’t receive public 

calls now because no work is getting 
done through us

riyaz Ahmad

19

when we Participated 
In The Elections,  

The Govt Made A Lot 
of Promises  

But Local officers  
don’t Cooperate  

with Us 



    KZINE November  2021  KZINE November 2021

arlier this month, 
Pakistan scored 
a self-goal. It is 
globally known 
that the Pakistan 
Army also has 
the significant 

portfolio of the country’s foreign 
relations and foreign policy. But 
one had not assumed that the 
Generals would be so blinded as 
to score a clear self goal.

Self goals arise out of misjudg-
ment, and Pakistan scored a clas-
sic here. It refused to allow the 
use of its airspace for the direct 
flight between Srinagar and 
Sharjah. The Srinagar-Sharjah 
flight revived the direct air link 
between Kashmir Valley and the 

United Arab Emirates after 11 
years. Most Kashmiris know that 
Pakistan is no friend of Kashmir. 
For over 30 years, Pakistan has 
bled Kashmir in its bid to make 
India hurt. Those few Kashmiris 
who had remained star-struck 
are getting a lesson in Pakistan’s 
malice.

One would not have thought 
it was possible to better Paki-
stan’s self-goal on the denial of 
airspace. But Pakistan’s carefully 
nurtured strategic assets – the 
poster-boys and poster-girls of 
rage – manage to outdo their 
mentors. The gravy train from 
Pakistan works the magic. It 
makes them more loyal than the 
king.

Gowhar Geelani, one of 
Pakistan’s poster boys of rage 
could not digest the anger of the 
Kashmiris at Pakistan’s refusal 
of air space. Gowhar tweeted: 
Those tweeting rage about the 
airspace permission or denial for 
the Srinagar-Sharjah flights must 
also share the same sentiment in 
relation to the trans-Kashmir 
bus service and trade routes like 
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad, 
Poonch-Rawlakot etc. You can’t 
selectively hail & deplore.

Gowhar is a classic instigator. 
But sometimes, even those mas-
querading as intellectuals and the 
bearers of truth let their care-
fully cultivated mask fall. With 
his tweet expressing outrage on 
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the airspace issue, Gowhar has 
picked up the ball and carefully 
and deliberately put it into Paki-
stan’s net.

Working on Pakistan’s payroll, 
Gowhar does not care that the 
so-called trade routes were used 
by Pakistan as instruments of 

narco terrorism. He does not 
care that these routes were used 
to pump guns into Kashmir, to 
strengthen the terror ecosystem 
sponsored by Pakistan and ter-
rorise more and more Kashmiris. 

Every Kashmiri knows that 
the bus service failed because 

of Pakistan’s terror nexus in 
the region, supported by Syed 
Geelani and others. The terror 
nexus turned the trans-Kashmir 
bus service and trade routes 
into well-greased smuggling 
networks. Weapons, drugs and 
hawala – all these flourished. 
The nexus killed the effort and 
has been complicit to snuff-
ing any efforts to open trade or 
routes.

SoME STATISTICS 
THAT GowHAr MAy 

INGEST – THE BIG 
HAULS

Cross-LOC trade was briefly 
suspended after discovery of co-
caine worth INR 1 0 crore from 
a truck involved in this ‘trade’.

January 2014:  Police seized 
114 packets of Acetyl Morphine, 
a kind of heroin from a truck 
involved in Cross border trade.  
Kameshwar Puri, an officer 
involved in the find said, “We 
found 148 sacks of almonds, and 
114 of them contained a one-ki-
logram brick of acetyl morphine, 
a kind of morphine, a kind of 
heroin, embedded in the centre. 
The drugs were completely pure, 
so after it reached its suppliers 
in India, 114 packs could eas-
ily been stretched to 500 Kgs.” 
Police investigation further 
revealed that the consignment 
was booked at the Chakoti Trade 
Facilitation Centre (CFTC) 
in Muzaffarabad in the name 
of Masroor Mir. Masroor had 
crossed into the Pakistan Oc-
cupied Kashmir in 1990s for 
arms training and has since then 
continued to live there. The 
camouflaging of the drugs in the 
packaging of ‘allowed materials’ 
creates less suspicion and detec-
tion.

LAtER IN 2014: 3 Kg heroin 
was recovered from a truck in-
volved in cross LoC trade.

FEBRuARy 2015: 12 Kgs of 
contraband substances was re-
covered from a Pakistani truck in 

Uri. The substances were care-
fully hidden in orange cartons.

MARCH 2015: 2 kgs of heroin 
was recovered in Srinagar from 
two persons belonging to Jabra 
village in Uri, Kashmir

FEBRuARy 2017: A truck 
involved in transporting goods 
in the cross LoC trade with reg-
istration number JK03B-1586 
while coming back from the 
other side was apprehended 
near Uri. A Chinese pistol, two 
magazines and 14 pistol rounds, 
4 AK magazines, 120 AK rounds 
and two Chinese grenades were 
confiscated from camouflage 
cavity of the truck.

JuLy 2017: 67 kgs of cocaine 
worth INR 300 crore was 
recovered from a truck involved 
in cross border trade at Uri. 
The vehicle was a part of the 
trade project, carrying number 
AJKXA-267.

Going by Gowhar’s playbook, 
if Kashmiris want that Pakistan 
airspace must be allowed for the 
Sharjah flight, terror sponsor 
Pakistan must again be allowed 
a free run in Kashmir for the 
supply of narcotics, arms and 
ammunition. 

In April 2019, India suspended 
cross-LoC trade, alleging misuse 
of the facility by individuals 
linked to terrorist groups. Since 
then, Pakistan has focused on 
drones and terrorist infiltrators 
to supply narcotics and ammuni-
tion to Kashmir.

Drones and terrorist infiltra-
tors do not work as well as the 
charming façade of cross-border 
trade. Drones are a far more ex-
pensive deal for Pakistan. There 
is only a limited amount of 
narcotics and ammunition that 
the drones or terrorist infiltrators 
can carry. And both invite far 
more international censure and 
condemnation if caught.

Gowhar, Pakistan’s foot sol-
dier, understands this. 

Gowhar is a classic instigator. 
But sometimes, even those  

masquerading as  
intellectuals and the 

bearers of truth let their 
carefully cultivated mask fall. 
With this tweet, Gowhar has 

picked up the ball and 
carefully and deliberately 

put it into  

The police found 148 sacks of 
almonds, and 114 of them  
contained a one-kilogram 
brick of acetyl morphine, a 
kind of morphine, a kind of 

heroin, embedded in the  
centre. The drugs were 

completely pure, so after it 
reached its suppliers in India, 
114 packs could easily been 

stretched to 500 Kgs
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Kashmiriyat and Pakistaniyat 
CHooSING BETwEEN 

LIfE ANd dEATH

ashmir’s 5,000 years old socio-cultural milieu continues to be eclipsed 
by the externally imported religious extremist ideology of fanatic 
Islamism. In this context, it is important to recount what Kashmir 
was and what Kashmiriyat means.

In Kashmir, religious extremism and terrorism sponsored and 
nourished by Pakistan led to the annihilation of ideas like pluralism, 
secularism, freedom and tolerance in the past three decades. We have 

seen how the extremist and regressive principles continue to be violently asserted in 
the most malevolent manner in Kashmir. In the exceptional circumstances of 1947, 
the secular and democratic foundations of Kashmir brought it closer to India. Kash-

mir squarely rejected the two-nation theory. The idea of a secular democracy found 
natural coherence with the idea of Kashmiriyat, which is based on the universal ethos 
of secularism and pluralism. 

This pluralist ethos has historically defined the idea of Kashmir and Kashmiriyat.  
But unfortunately, we have paid a very heavy price on two counts. One: the conflict 
and political unrest caused by Pakistan’s proxy war. Two: Pakistan’s mission of cultural 
and ideological cleansing. Both politically and culturally, our existence came under 
severe attack for these three decades. 

However, it is often stated that the pluralist ideals are best valued in places where 
they are under heavy onslaught. Their true value is realized in their absence. This is 
what Kashmiris like me have been tragically made to feel in their lives so far. 

It is time that we Kashmiris stand to uphold and fight for the great pluralist ethos 
and identity which our 5,000 years old syncretic culture has given to us. It is impor-

K
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tant to reclaim it collectively in the given circumstances if we 
are to survive. We just cannot let “Pakistaniyat” destroy us. 
Pakistaniyat is something that is completely antithetical to 
what Kashmiriyat stands for. 

Kashmiri culture over a long period of time has been 
marked by the ideals of Buddhism, Shaivism and Sufism. It 
was through the blending of these three philosophies that the 
idea of Kashmiriyat was nourished and propagated. Lord Bud-
dha is said to have remarked that Kashmir is a land of Dhyana 
and Samagra (Contemplation and Meditation) for the peace, 
amity, tolerance and quietude it offered.

The Sufi mystic vision present in the teachings and litera-
ture poetry of Kashmiri saints and poets like Lala Ded and 
Nund Rishi gave essence to the idea of Kashmiriyat. The 
whole focus of this great ideal was on pluralism, tolerance, 
amity, and brotherhood transcending all socio-religious and 
sectarian barriers. 

Lal Ded, or, Lalleshwari, as she is popular among Kashmiris 
of all backgrounds, is very important in the articulation of 
Kashmiriyat. Elaborating her universal mystical vision borne 

out of the philosophy of Shaivism, Lala Ded writes: 

Shiv choy thale thale rozaan
Mov  zan heund te muslmaan
Trukey chokh te panun paan parzan
Soye chai sahibs seth zane zaan

 Shiva abides in all that is, everywhere
 Then do not distinguish between a Hindu and Muslim.
 If thou art wise, know thyself
 That is true knowledge of the Lord.
 I gave up falsehood, deceit, untruth,
 I saw the one in all fellow beings, and
 Preached the same doctrine to the mind.
What then is the inhibition in eating
The food offered by a fellow human being? 

Lal Ded’s thought was further preached by a long line of 
Kashmiri mystics or Sufis as they spread the universal values 

and message. These mystics or Sufis are respected by Kash-
miris of all hues. One of the prominent figures among these is 
Sheikhul Aalam or Sheikh Nooruddin, whom we lovingly also 
call Nund Rishi. He is often referred to as Lal Ded’s spiritual 
successor. His teachings also form the core of the idea of Kash-
miriyat. Following the footsteps of Lal Ded, Nundi Rishi states 
his pluralist vision:

We bear no ill will to each other,
Should our love bind us all alike, Hindu and Muslim,
 Then surely God is pleased with us

Show me the Kashmiri who is not moved by the spiritual 
enlightenment of these verses sung in our beautiful, lilting 
Kashmiri. These verses shake us to the core. They remind us of 
who we have been, who we are, and show us the light of who 
we shall be.

After Lal Ded and Sheikhul Aalam, the idea of Kashmiriyat as 
a way of life was further nourished and propagated by mystics 
and poets like Rupa Bhawani, Arnimal, Rahim Sahab, Shamas 
Faqir, Wahab Khaar, Socha Kral, Samad Mir, and many more. 
This led to the articulation of Kashmiriyat as the most funda-
mental and the most defining element of Kashmiri identity. 

TAKE A STArK LooK AT THE dArK 
“PAKISTANIyAT” for wHICH KASHMIrI 

yoUTH ArE dyING ENdLESSLy

Take a hard, clear look at what constitutes the “Pakistaniyat” 
for which a section of radicalized, indoctrinated Kashmiri 
youth is dying endlessly. Kashmiris have fallen into Pakistan’s 
bait and its attempt to injure India. In the bargain, these Kash-
miri youth have brought death, destruction and misery upon 
themselves, their loved ones and also upon Kashmir. Why 
is a section of our youth doing this? For some deluded men 
enjoying power and privilege in Rawalpindi. This has been 
our lot for 30 years. 

It has been so till now. But Kashmiri youth need to be con-
veyed in blunt terms that they need to stop self destructing 
themselves for the rich upper class Punjabi establishment of 
Pakistan. Pakistan’s self-serving establishment has been playing 
the failed, divisive and hate-filled ideology of the Two Nation 
Theory to conserve its unbridled power and privilege. 

Kashmiris need to open their eyes and demystify all the 
“myths” constructed about Pakistan by the ISI-backed local 
propaganda machinery. We need to think about our lives, our 
own good, our own interests, our own welfare, our own future. 
We need to recognize that the upper class Punjabi establishment 
of Pakistan has a long history of oppressing lower class Punjabis 
and all non-Punjabi ethnicities and nationalities in Pakistan 
besides non-Sunnis. 
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why Pakistan 
Encourages 
Extremism, 
fundamentalism 
In order to suppress various internal ethnic struggles as its existence is so frac-

tured, Pakistani establishment has a deliberate policy. It encourages extremism 
and fundamentalism to dilute these struggles for justice. Imagine living in a nation 

which has no unifying factor except promotion of religious extremism and fundamen-
talism. This is Pakistan. 

This policy comes at a cost of self destruction as these groups ultimately acquire 
much power and ideology. However, the Pakistani establishment continues to use 
them against internal dissenters and also outside the country in Kashmir and Af-
ghanistan. Within Pakistan, no dissent is tolerated. Journalists and intellectuals are 
frequently targeted and forced into migration or submission, or killed. In recent times, 
intellectuals who dared to critique were brutally murdered. These include Sabeen 
Mahmud, SalmanTaseer, Mashal Khan and many others. Their killers enjoy patronage 
and protection of ISI.

The stark difference between the two worldviews and ideologies – Kashmiriyat and 
Pakistaniyat – is clear as day and night. The choice is ours – whether to choose life, 
amity, pluralism of Kashmiriyat? Or choose division, hate, death and destruction of 
Pakistaniyat. 

PAKISTAN A HorrIBLE, ALMoST  
UNLIVABLE NATIoN

On this count, Pakistan is a horrible, almost unlivable na-
tion. It is not simply something worth dying for. Pakistani flag 
cannot cover the mass atrocities being committed by Punjabi 
establishment in Pakistan on a daily basis. 

Pakistan is a country which is beset with the most rigid form 
of inequality and feudalism even in this modern age. In the rural 
areas of Punjab, Sindh, KPK and Baluchistan where Jagiradari 
is still prevalent, ancient age-type slavery still exists. Pakistan 
is essentially ruled by an exploitative nexus of feudal-military-
clergy. Numerous scholarly studies have shown this. 

Pakistan was created in the name of Islam. But it broke down 
into two parts within 24 years because of the Punjabi and Urdu 
speaking establishment’s brutal political, cultural and economic 
oppression of Bengalis in East Pakistan. 

Balochs, Sindhis, Mohajirs and Pashtuns from time to time 
have resisted against the Punjabi domination through move-
ments like “Independent Baluchistan”, “Sindhu Desh”, “Jinnah 
Pur” and “Pakhtunistan”. Shias, Ahmadiyas, Hazaras and Gil-
gitis also suffer from repression of all kinds. 

kashmiri youth  
need to be conveyed in 

blunt terms that they 
need to stop self  
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for the rich upper class 
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wHy PAKISTAN ArMy MANUfACTUrES 
CoNSTANT dELUSIoNS, UNTrUTHS 

Pakistan is controlled and dictated by the Punjabi-dom-
inated military establishment. Any politician who doesn’t 
toe the line is shunted out like Nawaz Sharif. The real power 
centre in Pakistan is not Islamabad, but the Army General 
Headquarters in Rawalpindi. Pakistani military also has 
acquired immense wealth, land and corporate ownerships at 
the cost of poor Pakistani people. The military establishment 
manufactures constant delusions and untruths to keeps the 
gullible Pakistani masses in ignorance. 

As one famous Pakistani author and former ambassador 
writes: “About 95 percent of Pakistanis were born after parti-
tion, but the Pakistani education system reinforces a national 
narrative that airbrushes a lot of history out and photoshops a 
lot of non-history into people’s minds. So Pakistan generally 
has a national discourse that has not always been completely 
open. Pakistani nationalism has been built around two ideas: 
antipathy to India, and Islam as a political slogan. So those 
two mixed together do confuse the people, and don’t forget 
that half of Pakistanis are illiterate and that 42 percent of 
school-age children don’t go to school of any sort. Also, 
there are very well-organized Islamic political parties that use 
violence to make sure that facts and history are not openly 
discussed and debated.” 

If a country does this distortion in the minds of its own 
people by feeding lies and propaganda, what good can it 
think of us Kashmiris? It is our responsibility to reject such 
propaganda which is meant to harm us rather than anyone 
else.
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Illegal Constructions 
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Dal Lake

EDITION 13

LAWDA Ne Loot 
Machaye Hai
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KZINE in its 13th and 17th 
editions exposed how LAW-
DA had failed in its primary 
task to protect Srinagar’s 
pride, the Dal Lake. KZINE 
had suggested that LAWDA 
should be abolished and its 
employees should be held 
accountable for the mess 
seen at the Dal. The uT Ad-
ministration took note of the 
issue highlighted by KZINE, 
and is seriously pursuing 
the cleanliness of Dal Lake 
and other water bodies.

uT 
ADMINISTrATION 
TAKES SErIOuS 
NOTE OF ISSuE 
HIGHLIGHTED By 
KZINE, INITIATES 
ACTION
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ZINE has received dozens of calls from residents of 
many areas in old town and adjoining localities. The 
callers have been complaining about the inconve-
nience caused to the general public because of the 
additional deployment of Central Reserved Police 

Force (CRPF). 
The callers complain that the Administration has designated 

mostly marriage halls and community halls for additional deploy-
ment of CRPF. This is causing inconvenience to the residents. 
These areas are densely populated and congested. Social gatherings 
like weddings are usually organized in marriage and community 
halls. Many desperate callers told KZINE that they had planned or 
were planning organize the marriage and other social gatherings at 
these centers constructed by the government for this purpose. They 
urged upon the administration to relocate the additionally deployed 
force to alternate places.

KZINE spoke to the Divisional Commissioner and Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar in this regard. He said that this is a securi-
ty-related issue, and only the security establishment can answer it.

Senior officers in CRPF told KZINE that the CRPF forces have 
been accommodated in the marriage or community halls as a 
temporary arrangement. “We assure people that the forces will be 
relocated very soon,” said a senior officer. 
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Shutrashahi Mohalla Committee appeals to LG Shri Manoj Sinha to 
relocate CrPf from Marriage Hall
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