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from the desk of the editor

On March 6 two youth riding scooty lobbed hand grenade at the crowded 
Amira kadal market place. 42 people were injured. Two of later suc-

cumbed to their injuries. It was the third incident of grenade being lobbed at 
the same spot in the last two years.

Srinagar police acted swiftly and with the help of CCTV footages col-
lected from as many as hundred CCTV cameras nabbed the culprits. Lobbing 
grenades at crowded markets has emerged as a new pattern. The rush gives 
perpetrators of crime advantage to escape from the scene of crime.

There have been instance when these perpetrators didn’t leave the site of 
crime, rather watched the scenes of destruction, chaos and death by standing 
at a distance.

After every grenade blasts the usual statement from the police and secu-
rity forces is, “the grenade blast 
at a security installation which 
missed the target and explod-
ed near by resulting  in death 
and destruction and injuries to 
many.”

Security agencies never tried 
to grasp the simple fact that why 
would terrorist at first place lob 
a grenade at a crowded spot. 
These statements churned out in 
a similar with similar wording 
for decades missed the point that 
they  inadvertently  exonerate the 
perpetrators of such crimes.

The grenade lobbying at a market places has a definite pattern. It is inten-
tional and deliberate. Such an act has definite news value. It is a purely  ter-
rorist act aimed to intimidate people and propagate  terrorist ideology which 
is inimical to the State. The security agencies by using the word “grenade 
missed the target” miss the point for squarely blaming, defaming and shaming 
terrorist for these acts.  The usage of word “missed the target” give space for 
conspiracy theories and deflect the blame from terrorists to security agencies.

Grenade throwing is a simple and plain fact.  Whether grenades misses the 
intended target or not it eventually results in destruction and death. It under-
mines the writ of the State. Security agencies are tasked to uphold the security 
and also pinpoint its enemies who need to be pointed even in  its statement.

Bashir Assad
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seven months  since taliban seized power, Afghan women’s long-
held fears have  come true. Most  of girls’ secondary schools have 

been closed, barriers  erected from pursuing higher education,  
co-education outlawed- calling it the “root of all evils in society” .  

it has outlawed music and the employment of female in local radio 
stations. it  even abolished  Ministry of women’s Affairs, restricted  

their movement,  barring them from leaving the country alone

Aurat March for Afghan women
 “ A single dream  is more powerful 
than thousand realities”J r r tolkein

e slip into dreams either to escape harsh re-
alities or to see the realisation of our desires 
.   In dreams we get into a state of trance 
where what we thought, desired, rooted for 
takes shape seemingly close to reality. The 
fructification of desires  is instant but mo-
mentary.  It fades and crashes when rammed 
by reality. 

Every year,  March 8th is celebrated  as In-
ternational Women’s day.  A day in the year 
when women across the world celebrate 
their very being in their very own manner 
. Social media platforms  get flooded with 
messages, pictures, quotes , memes and vid-
eos “celebrating” womanhood.

Celebrations where the other gender has 
neither the role nor the power to intrude.  
But celebration itself is subjective in both 
class and scale.  Celebration is pronounced 
for women with entitlements but for those 
whose very existence is questioned, intrud-
ed, subjugated every nano-second it seems 
a utopian concept.  

Nine months after Taliban regained con-
trol of Afghanistan about  9 million people 
are on the brink of starvation. Economy is 
on the verge of collapse. Its citizens , espe-
cially in Kabul and other towns  who en-
joyed normal life with vistas of economic 
development opening  up, are watching all 
the gains going down the drain. They are 
being stripped of their basic rights.

The brutal Taliban regime brooks no 
dissent. Some daring ones are constantly 
threatened. They are forced to shift for their 

safety  Leading a sort of revolt against Tali-
ban, as protest against this brutal regime is 
not short  of revolt, are females. And they are 
not deterred by Talibani threats .

These educated , liberal, career oriented 
females know how banning education, seg-
regation in classes or forcing a certain dress 
code works  on the psychology of females  
which eventually denies them basic freedom  

They are seeing before themselves their 
dreams  crashing after Taliban banned edu-
cation. They are staring at dark tunnel. A 
tunnel which is coming after  travelling  the 
highway of liberty and freedom.

The brutal Taliban regime doesn’t think 
twice at pointing guns at these women pro-
testers or even whipping them in broad day 
light on the road. They are being constantly 
searched and hunted down.   Taliban re-
gime denies these reports. It doesn’t even 
acknowledged these brutalities. But still 
doesn’t have the answer  why are women 
being arrested?

A news report cites Herat prison governor 
and his men implicated for the disappear-
ance of the governor of  women’s  prison . 
It’s no surprise he denies his role. So where 
did the  lady governor disappear?   Does her 
disappearance matter to Taliban ? Taliban 
won’t even dare you to question them.

 Michelle Bachelet, High Commissioner 
of Human Rights, in her recent speech  talk-
ed about women’s rights and liberties be-
ing constrained and demanded  women be 
given opportunity to “completely engage” 

w
by Mareaya fAyAZ
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in public life.
She cited disturbing trend of  

enforced “disappearances” of ac-
tivists and protestors.   At the end 
of its current month-long session, 
the Geneva-based Human Rights 
Council, is expected to designate a 
special rapporteur on Afghanistan 
to investigate alleged violations by 
the Taliban and others.

It’s not  just the brutality of the 
of Taliban that is threatening lives. 
Ever since it took over the govern-
ment economic conditions have 
wreaked havoc.  People are even 
selling kidneys to earn money to 
feed families.  According to a re-
port it’s not just  the men,  even 
women too are selling body  or-
gans . But since the country  is 
governed by Taliban and the seller 
is female so she will be paid less 
even for selling the same organs 
which reflects insanity .  

People are  selling children 
mostly girls hoping they could at 
least survive with the buyer.  In 
Bhadghis town  girls as young as 
five for  married into richer fami-

lies  A woman named Ghousia 
sold her 2-yr old girl because as 
she had no other option of earning 
to  feed her family.

  On International Women’s 
Day, the Taliban administration 
issued a statement declaring that 
they are  committed to resolving 
the suffering of Afghan women. 
A brutal  regime which has insti-
tutionalised  gender discrimina-

tion and brutality against women, 
wished  Afghan women on this 
day.  It’s sounds so Kafkaesque

The present regime has a histo-
ry of brutualities against women. 
It’s not diverted from it. Reading 
the history of brutalities of its first 
term from 1996 to 2001 very few 
were optimistic about change of 
heart among Talibanis despite 
their much acclaimed vows to re-

spect women’s rights.
Seven months  since Taliban 

seized power, Afghan women’s 
long-held fears have  come true. 
Most  of girls’ secondary schools 
have been closed, barriers  erected 
from pursuing higher education, 
co-education outlawed- calling it 
the “root of all evils in society” . It 
has outlawed music and the em-
ployment of female in local radio 
stations. It  even abolished  Minis-
try of Women’s Affairs, restricted  
their movement,  barring them 
from leaving the country alone.

Now, by watching, noticing 
and reading what is being unfold-
ed on Afghan females, do I have 
any reason to celebrate Women’s 
Day? Though, I come from well 
placed family and is decently well 
educated but seeing the tragedy  
not far off I don’t see any reason 
to celebrate it. 

It’s ironical that global reaction 
has been subdued. A “feminist for-
eign policy” is proudly claimed by 
a number of countries. However, 
the international response to these 
events is slow with little sign of a 
well-coordinated effort to protect 
Afghan women and girls’ rights.

It seems international commu-
nity is seemingly strengthening 

Taliban regime  by sending all-
male delegations  there.  Afghan 
women’s struggle is the struggle 
of every women across the world 
and need to be supported.

  This year the theme of Wom-
en’s Day theme is #BreakTheBias. 
It requires concerted effort to re-
alise this theme. While the rest of 
the world is discussing methods 
to improve condition of women, 
Pakistani women are facing ques-
tion whether to express their con-
cern in public or not?

Since 2018 on this day ‘Aurat 
March’ (  March of Women)  is 
held . As its popularity and influ-
ence increased, so has  the opposi-
tion against it. In 2020 , organiser 
had  to approach the court to hold 
this march.  The scale and popu-
larity has unshackled  Pakistan’s 
traditionally patriarchal society .

Women in large number par-
ticipated the event held at Kara-
chi’s ancient Frere Hall gardens 
who raise voice for inheritance 
rights, right to education, access 
to health care, fair salaries, un-
paid labour, domestic abuse, the 
demand for safety at work and 
in public spaces, and other issues 
were highlighted through signs 
and speeches.

In 2019 march, the slogan 
which created a sensation of sort 
was   ‘Mera jism, meri marzi,’ . 
Its essence was twisted to suit pa-
triarchal society but the attempts 
failed. Women defiantly contin-
ued to raise this slogan.  Actress 
Mahira Khan, came out in its 
support of the march, explaining 
what the slogan meant on Face-
book.  Ladies wearing burqas,  
hijabs marched  in unison with 
women wearing shalwar kameez.  
Some even not wearing dupattas.

 There were women dressed in 
saris, jeans and T-Shirts.  It al-
lowed participants to engage in 
dialogue and gain a better under-
standing of various viewpoints. It 
didn’t go well with the orthodox 
section whose idea of women are 
“weaker” gender  who are to be 
“Owned” than being equal part-
ner. Last year a doctored video of 
march surfaced  making it appear 
as if the participants had commit-
ted “blasphemy,” an allegation that 
can lead to vigilante killings in 
Pakistan.  The storm cooled down 
only after Geo TV presenter 
Shahzaib Khanzada demonstrated 
how the video was manipulated.

This year’s Aurat March de-
manded not only gender equal-
ity, but also economic justice, 
implementation of labour rights,  
provision of maternity leave and 
daycare centres, the promotion of 
an anti-war agenda, access to a fair 
judicial system, and the inclusion 
of women with disabilities and the 
transgender community, to name 
a few.  I sense women of Pakistan 
are hell bent to drive patriarchy 
out of there lives.

It gives some reason for celebra-
tion. But it is part of the whole. 
The whole encompasses women 
of Afghanistan too. Hope the 
wheel of change rolls down Tali-
bani regime which is not far off 
from the site of Aurat March.
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recal l when the then 
prime minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee visited 
Pakistan  in 1999 and 
said, “ a stable , secure and 
prosperous Pakistan is in 
India’s interest.” The same 

sentiment was echoed  by Va-
jpayee’s successor Dr Manmohan  
Singh on many occasions during 
his first stint as prime minister.

 The sentiment and assertions 
by  two political stalwarts of con-
temporary India stand vindicated 
even today.  Pakistan is currently 
in mess  socially ,politically and 
economically. Its chaos has an 
impact on the security scenario  
with India.

As Pakistani establishment has 

nothing constructive to offer to 
its people. It only invokes “enemy 
India” discourse to divert atten-
tion from the real issues facing its 
people.  Pakistan is bleeding itself 
because of religious radicalization 
, sectarian violence and sinking 
economy.

The point I am drawing home 
is in whose interest does a bleed-
ing Kashmir serve. The answer 
lies in the events which started 
unfolding since 1st  March 2022.  
There is sudden spike in militancy 
especially  civilian killings.

Kashmir central has published 
a couple of stories in February 
based on inputs that ISI has di-
rected militant groups operating 
in Kashmir to intensify the at-

tacks on soft targets particularly 
panchs,  sarpanch and political 
workers. Kashmir Central also re-
vealed that as part of this  strategy 
grenade attacks at crowded places 
will increase.

The strategy is to inflict maxi-
mum civilian casualties. It’s ab-
solutely immaterial who is killed.  
It won’t matter to perpetrators if 
those killed are police personnel 
, political worker, a civilian, an 
elderly man or a young girl of 
class 12th. The aim to stoke vi-
cious cycle of violence and sense-
less deaths.

Kashmir must remain in news 
for violence and bloodshed. Paki-
stan wrests its whole foreign poli-
cy on the premise that ,”Kashmir  

i
by  Bisma nAZir

Pakistani establishment has nothing constructive to 
offer to its people. it  invokes “enemy india”  

discourse to divert attention from the real issues 
facing its people.  Pakistan is bleeding internally  

because of religious radicalization , sectarian  
violence and sinking economy

is bleeding”. It is this  “bleeding 
Kashmir” premise which  Paki-
stan places before the internation-
al community. Due to some his-
torical events the Pakistan is seen 
as a  “stakeholders”  in Kashmir.

Its stakes rise when Kashmir 
bleeds. Pakistan has no stakes in 
normal and peaceful Kashmir. 
What  justification it would give 
for interference in Kashmir if 
Kashmir is normal?  How could 
it play victim before the interna-
tional community if the boarders 
are silent?

Indian state on the other hand 
has every stake in a keeping Kash-
mir safe and normal. Its reputation 

as the largest democracy,  com-
mitment to uphold and safeguard 
rights of its Citizens, ambitions of  
being a global leader, the image of 
its armed forces, its economy are 
somehow connected to the peace 
in the Kashmir.  

Kashmir is a very small place 
on the geographic and politi-
cal map of India,  but stakes are 
huge.  Indian state faces huge 
challenges in here as Pakistan 
has created its “assets” in Kash-
mir  who are deeply entrenched 
in the society. It needs little ef-
forts on the part of these assets 
to create chaos and mayhem on 
the streets of Kashmir. Throw a 

grenade, fire at a in armed civil-
ian walking towards mosque, hit 
a political worker inside his house 
along with his wife

The Indian state and secu-
rity establishment on the other 
hand have to be vigilant round 
the clock to thwart these nefari-
ous designs. There is a saying in 
kashmiri ,” reachhes doha, choors 
tchuha.”meaning The guard has 
to be vigilant for 24 hours while  
a thief needs a movement .

There are solid intelligence in-
puts suggesting that in coming 
summer Pakistan will do every-
thing possible to keep Kashmir 
bleeding to serve its interests.
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sarpanch sameer 
Ahmad shot dead 
by unidentified  
militants at his 
home in khanmoh 
area.
Photo:the wire 
news.

sarpanch in sopore town of north kashmir’s Baramulla district, unidentified militants shot  
dead another sarpanch in the same district on saturday, creating a fresh wave of fear  

among the elected representatives of the valley. Photo: deccan herald
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This year  Kashmir wit-
nessed a vast improve-
ment in power supply 
even in remote areas. 

There were  cuts but they were 
scheduled. The non-metered 
areas faced power cuts for three 
hours and metered areas for 1.5 
hours .

So why has power situation im-
proved this year? Ever since Ni-
tishwar Kumar, Principal Secre-
tary to the Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha,  had taken charge 
as its head, he made it a point to 
improve  power scenario.

 He ensured department works 
hard in providing relief to the 
people. A monumental decision 
was taken for regularization of 
all  legitimate daily wagers  in the 
Power Department Development 
(PDD), who were  pleading with 
authorities for their regulariza-
tion for years.  The government 
decided to have courage and heed 
to their demands. These steps en-
sured  PDD department started 
coming  back on track. There is  
visible improvement as people 
have less  complaints.

 Now the only apprehension 
and fear among people is  about 
privatization. Privatization es-
sentially is a means to discipline 
the system. A tool to ensure im-
proved power system where con-
sumers and the service providers 
are equal stakeholders. A debate 
has generated whether it is in the 
interest of the large population 
or not.

 Without digressing from the 
issue, let’s stick to the key issue 
about  the improvement in power 
scenario. Power theft was a major 
concern in Jammu and Kashmir. 
The PDD workers  were com-
plicit in this theft is a common 
knowledge. It corrupted the peo-
ple and system alike. System was 
systematically corroded, rusted 

and eventually collapsed.
However, systematic improve-

ment in many departments re-
mains unattended. There may 
have been seriousness at the high-
est level but at most junior level 
the system continued to subject 
ordinary people to hardships .

The revenue department has 
been streamlined to an extent 
that in the coming months Pat-

waris would have the least role. 
Remember a sitting minister dur-
ing PDP government had said in 
the assembly that Patwaris act 
like as if they are commissioner/
secretary

 In an administrative and rev-
enue set up Tehsildar is an im-
portant institution and it can’t 
be denied that this authority is 
misused to the disadvantage of 

Power seCtor 
reforMs key 

to rootinG 
out  

systeMAtiC  
CorruPtion
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improved this year? ever 

since nitishwar kumar  had 
taken charge as its head, he 

made it a point to improve  
power scenario.  he ensured 

department works hard in 
providing relief to the people. 

daily wagers were regularised 
and a discpline was ensured
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common people.
Young fresh KAS officers de-

puted in the revenue department 
are trying to improve the system. 
The present set up corrupted for 
decades still allows room for Pat-
waris,  Tehsildar to tweak the sys-
tem , make fraud deals, mutation 
of land, etc for monetary gains.

Recently a resident of down-
town Srinagar, who didn’t want 
to be identified,  narrated his 
experience of the revenue de-
partment. He wanted to sell his 
property in the downtown  Sri-
nagar valued Rs 50 lakh.  Patwari 
and Tehsildar told him papers are 
incomplete and he  need to pay 
65000 for them.  He didn’t have 

the money and requested them to 
lessen their demand. They finally 
agreed for Rs 50, 000.  

He somehow was not con-
vinced with justification for 
amount demanded. Being not so 
educated, he  requested someone 
to inquire about the fees for this 
affair and later got to know that 
the formal fees is only Rs 1100.  

The said fellow confronted the 
officials but they bluntly  replied 
unless he pays  them the said 
amount they wouldn’t do the 
paper  work  which he  needed. 
A fear creped in  that if he com-
plains they might temper with 
his records. After much of cajol-
ing, begging and persuasion they 

agreed for Rs 35, 000. Remember 
the formal fee  was only Rs 1100 . 
Some reports suggest even young 
KAS officers, too, are vulnerable 
to doctoring for financial gains.

Engineering wings of the 
departments remain the root 
cause of dissatisfaction among 
the people. It is pretty common 
that a chain of mafia runs among 
contractors and engineers. Petty 
contractors execute works below 
the  e-tendering limits. Politi-
cal workers of different political 
parties at the village level are also 
part of the this nexus.

 It has been observed that these 
political workers who would 
earlier embezzle the constitu-
ency development funds on a 
commission basis are now  active 
in the engineering wings

It’s one  of the reasons why 
DDC, BDC institutions have 
not been able to take root. The 
rural development department 
has become a den for such illicit 
nexus of VLW, JEE, BDO. The 
officer heading the department 
try to accommodate their blue-
eyed political workers, rather 
than going by the rule book.

The disaffection among the 

villagers is not on account of the 
fact that services have not im-
proved. In fact the rural infra-
structure is revolutionizing and 
connectivity is unprecedented. 
But, it is the intervention of the 
political workers of former rul-
ing parties in the affairs of the 
grass-root governance which 
repulses them

There are numerous media 
reports of Panch’s, Sarpanch, 
DDCs, BDC’s protesting  for 
not being heard by the adminis-
tration at lower levels.

Recently KASHMIR CEN-
TRAL received a call  from 
anonymous casual laborers from 
Bijbehara  saying the authori-
ties are not releasing their wages.  
In 2004 under PDP rule when 
the wildlife park Sanctuary was 
constructed in Pahalgam, 17 ca-
sual laborers were engaged on 
the recommendation of political 
bosses.

Then gradually more were en-
gaged and number swelled up to 
474 now. The majority of them 
are working at their homes. 
Many are doing  their business-
es.  Salaries are now released for 
those who are marked present in 

the attendance registered.
KASHMIR CENTRAL on 

coming to know about it ap-
proached the concerned DFO 
. The officer on realising that 
we are doing a story stopped 
receiving the calls. He was ap-
proached by another phone and 
did receive the call. On being 
asked for more details he side-
stepped the question and never 
gave detail. It’s is not clear how 
these casual laborers were en-
gaged. It’s symptomatic of the 
rot in the system corrupted by 
corrupt politicians.

 Conflict was used as shied to 
indulge in rampant corruption 
by politicians who engaged nu-
merous people as daily wager be-
yond prescribed limit.  An entire 
eco system was created to facili-
tate this loot of state ex chequer.

People were engaged by tak-
ing financial benefits which were 
pocketed by politicians and their 
touts where there was no scope 
for such engagements. They 
were then promised engaging 
them as permanent employees , 
which would never happen. It’s 
not the system but politicians 
who rendered people unem-
ployed. While the government 
finding itself in a fix is extending 
every possible assistance to such 
people who were engaged but a 
commission should also be set up 
to probe the role of politicians 
and their facilitators in depart-
ment for these engagements.

Conflict was used as shied to indulge in rampant 
corruption by politicians who engaged numerous 

people as daily wager beyond prescribed limit.   
An entire eco system was created to facilitate this 

loot of state ex chequer. People were engaged  
by taking financial benefits which were pocketed  
by politicians and their touts where there was no 

scope for such engagements
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let us all wake 
up, refuse to 

give any space 
to militants or 

militancy
5

rafiya, killed in grenade attack at  
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ur hypocrisy is exploding in our face. 
Our dishonesty is killing our chil-
dren. It can no more be denied.

For three decades, we made our-
selves statistics for the militants and 
for Pakistan. Now we have achieved 

the hateful task of even making our children the 
statistics of terror attacks.

For the rest of the world, these are simply head-
lines.

Girl injured in Srinagar gre-
nade attack succumbs, death 
toll rises to 2

Student injured in Srinagar 
grenade explosion dies.

For the world, this headline 
from Kashmir is yet another 
random terror killing across 
the world. 

Rafiya Nazir, daughter of 
Nazir Ahmad Tinda. Resi-
dent of Dargah Hazratbal in 
Srinagar. Killed in the grenade 
attack by militants in a busy 
marketplace near Amira Kadal 
yesterday.

Let us question ourselves to-
day. Is this all that Rafiya is for 
us too? Is this all that Rafiya 
is for Kashmir? Just a name, 
daughter of so and so, resident 
of so and so? Is Rafiya just an-
other random terror killing for 
us too?  

Is Rafiya not your daughter? 
Is Rafiya not my daughter? 

The girl whose body was torn apart in the gre-
nade lobbed by militants – is she not the daughter 
of Kashmir?

Srinagar Mayor Junaid Mattu said that Rafiya had 
just passed her Class 12 examination with flying 
colours and was preparing for her professional en-
trance examinations. Innocently the girl went to Lal 
Chowk to buy books for competitive examinations.

Let us look at this clearly. It does not matter 
whether our children want to become doctors, engi-

neers, chartered accountants, 
architects, musicians. Our sons 
and daughters can get killed 
by militants if they go to the 
neighbourhood market to buy 
books.

Rafiya died due to multiple 
injuries that she had suffered in 
the blast. Is this what the life of 
our children is worth?

This daughter of Kashmir, 
this daughter of us all – she 
bright and beautiful child had 
dreams of building a good 
career for herself. She had 
dreams of building a happy 
life for herself, her parents, her 
brothers and sisters.

Now all is lost because the 
militants killed her. All is lost 
because we refuse to wake up 
to the truth. Read this and re-
alize the gravity of what we 
are doing to ourselves.We re-
fuse to admit that the militants 
are killing us and our children. 

We refuse to admit that they shall keep killing us 
till we keep giving them space in Kashmir. 

These so-called Mujahideen take responsibility 
if a policeman is killed. And if a civilian dies, we 
start blaming the Indian security agencies. Why 
are we not blaming the Mujahideen for killing 
us and our children? Why are we not question-
ing and blaming Pakistan for killing us and our 
children? 

The second civilian who died in the grenade at-
tack at Amira Kadal is 60-year-old civilian Mohd 
Aslam Makhdoomi. 

Who is Mohd Aslam? He is you. He is me. Our 
elder brother, our cousin, our uncle – he is one of 

us. The civilian is Rafiya, your or my daughter, 
our sister, our child.

Our brothers and sons who have joined mili-
tancy are killing us and getting killed. All around 
us, Kashmiris are dying. One by one by one.

Read the writing on the wall, my brothers and 
sisters. Read the writing and refuse to give space 
to militants and to militancy. Refuse to give space 
to the ideology espoused by Pakistan. Or sooner 
or later, one by one this monster of militancy shall 
consume us all.

Let us wake up and resolve that from this day, 
Kashmir shall NOT give any space to militants 
or to militancy. Say no to terrorism once for all! 

these so-called Mujahideen take responsibility 
if a policeman is killed. And if a civilian dies, we 

start blaming the indian security agencies.  
why are we not blaming the Mujahideen for  
killing us and our children? why are we not 

questioning and blaming Pakistan for killing  
us and our children? 

read the writing on the wall, my brothers and  
sisters. read the writing and refuse to give space 

to militants and to militancy. refuse to Give 
sPACe to the ideoloGy esPoused By  

PAkistAn. or sooner or later, one by one this 
monster of militancy shall consume us all
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hen I saw the lamentations 
from the tragedy of the Battle 
of Karbala being recited dur-
ing my funeral, I wanted to 
shout. I wanted to  console 
my parents, wipe their tears, 

tell them that I am with them. But alas! I am not. 
There is no me on the earth now. I am helpless and 
will remain so.

I, Rafiya Nazir, 18 years old, always wanted to 
be a doctor and my parents believed in me. When 
my 12th class result was declared recently, I scored 
93% in it. I was so hardworking that I scored 98 
marks in biology. I so wanted to see myself in the 
doctor’s apron and stethoscope in my hands. I had 
even started to imagine myself in one. 

My parents were so proud and happy for me. My 
father Nazir Ahmad Tinda used to see a doctor in 
me. He was all set to invest in my studies and make 
me self-reliant. 

I could see a sparkle in their eyes for me. I could 
see my bright future in their eyes. Everything was 
going so well. 

As we were still enjoying the first step of my 
success, our happiness turned into grief. That man 
with the grenade finished it all. He shattered my 
dreams, he took me away from Papa and Mama. 
He left my elder sister all alone.

What was my fault?
Why did you kill me?
Did I know you? Did you know me? Did you 

know that uncle who was killed with me?

why did you kill me 
and my dreams?

why did you kill me?

rAfiyA 
nAZir 

Cries out

i was not ready for this. i was 
not ready to leave my family. i 
was crying and trying to find a 
way to get back to my Mama, 
Papa. they are crying like hell. 
i CAn’t see My Mother  
CryinG like this. who will 
take care of my family? who 
will be Papa’s princess? who 
will irritate mama? who will be 
my sister’s best friend? i can’t 
see my family wailing for me 
like this

w
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Did you know those people who were injured 
with me? 

Had we ever done any harm to you?
Noooo...
Then why did you kill us? Why did you shatter 

my family’s dream?
What was our fault? What did you achieve by 

killing me, by killing all of us?
There can be no justification for such a repre-

hensible attack. Allah will not forgive you for it. 
You think you shall attain hoor in jannat for this 
attack? No. For bringing untimely death to oth-
ers, Allah will burn you in hell. 

What was my fault? Tell me! Tell me!
I had just gone to Lal Chowk for some shop-

ping and to buy books with my mother and elder 
sister. We were happily walking. All of a sudden 
you threw a grenade. You didn’t even think for 
a second that we were innocent. You mindlessly 
threw it. 

We heard a big blast and got injured by the 
sharp things flying around. My body got torn by 
those sharp things. I had no time to compile what 
had happened to me. I fell unconscious and rest I 
don’t know. When I woke up, I was in another 
world. I was in heaven wearing white clothes 
but this white cloth was not my doctor’s apron. 
It was my Kafan. I met a lot of youngsters who 
too were fallen by unknown bullets at different 
times. I learned here that they too had dreams like 
me, family-like mine but were killed by terrorists 
without their fault.

I was not ready for this. I was not ready to leave 
my family. I was crying and trying to find a way 
to get back to my Mama, Papa. They are crying 
like hell. I can’t see my mother crying like this. 
Who will take care of my family? Who will be 
Papa’s princess? Who will irritate mama? Who 
will be my sister’s best friend? I can’t see my family 
wailing for me like this.

All the men and women and youngsters and 
children whose death you all had caused before 
me came and tried to console me. They too were 
not happy because they were concerned about 
their family and wanted to know about them. 
The youngsters and children asked me how their 
parents were feeling when they were snatched 
from them. I had no answers. I saw their pain. I 
saw pain in the rawest form. I had only one thing 
that I could tell them. Buds are falling to the bul-
lets of hate and there is no blossom in our spring. 

we heard a big blast and 
got injured by the sharp 
things flying around. 
My Body Got torn By 
those shArP thinGs. 
i had no time to compile 
what had happened to me. 
i fell unConsCious 
And rest i don’t know
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