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from the desk of the editor

A curious situation has emerged regarding the Kashmir media.
A “fact-finding committee” (FFC) of the Press Council of India (PCI) has 

stated in its report that journalists in Kashmir are harassed for not toeing 
the government line. The committee has further stated that evictions from 
government housing, denial of government advertisements and harassment 
by security forces are being used as tools to make the media support govern-
ment schemes and policies.

This and more in the report of the “fact-finding committee” would have 
been accepted as the gospel truth on Kashmir. The twist in the tale came when 
Jammu & Kashmir Press Corps ( JKPC), a well-known body of Kashmir-based 
newspapers and news media debunked the PCI report as “false and malicious”.

The press release issued by JKPC said, “It appears that FFC of PCI has writ-
ten the report only to create sensation to 
defame editors and newspapers without 
taking into account their deposition and 
subsequent narration of truth. The truth 
as told by prominent editors has been 
conveniently erased by the FFC from 
the report. In breach of every established 
norm of free and fair investigation and 
complete negation of the guidelines and 
ethics of such probe, FFC concluded its 
report without incorporating the version 
of editors, publishers and journalists who 
appeared before it.”

These are serious charges. In its press 
release following the PCI report, JKPC 
metaphorically ripped apart the PCI re-
port. It said, “The entire tone, tenor and 
phraseology of said report are misleading 
and laden with premeditated fatal mis-
statements about Kashmir-based newspapers. There is no basis on which the 
inferences have been drawn by the FFC,” JKPC said.

Truth cannot be so polarized. The members of Press Council of India who 
prepared the report must introspect on the charges made by JKPC. If Press 
Council of India fails to address the points of concern raised by a sizable section 
of Kashmir’s media, its credibility among the public shall be compromised. 

Bashir Assad

A publication of Media Analysis Centre Kashmir    A Lehar Initiative 

kAshMir journos deBunk 
GlooM report By pCi pAnel
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Pakistan stooges Can’t see kashmiris haPPy

opening k ashmir’s eyes

k zine. in

Vo
lu

m
e 1

  i
  e

d
it

io
n

 1
6 

 i 
 o

c
to

be
r 

20
21

Will the PCi team  
Uncover the  

Ugly trUths in  
kashmir media?

Prakash 
DUbey 

group editor 
Dainik bhaskar

gUrbir singh 
the new 

indian express

sUman  
gUPta 

editor, Jan 
morcha

PCi Panel to look into allegations of 
harassment of Journalists in kashmir

KASHMIR CENTRAL
Volume 2 Edition 12
20 March 2022

EDITOR
Bashir Ahmad Bhat

MANAgINg EDITOR
Bisma Nazir

OWNED, PRINTED AND 
PUBLISHED BY
Bashir Ahmad Bhat
Registered with the  
Registrar of Newspapers of 
India under RNI No: 

PUBLISHED FROM
J-24, Jawahar Nagar, 
Srinagar, 190008

ADDRESS FOR ALL  
CORRESPONDENCE
J-24, Jawahar Nagar
Srinagar, 190008
Email:  
editor@kashmircentral.in

PRINTED AT
Access Publications 
HMT, Srinagar
Mobile 6005737819

All Rights Reserved.  
Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written  
permission is prohibited

All Advertising  
enquiries, comments and 
feedback are welcome at  
kashmirkzine@gmail.com

Periodicity: Weekly
Language: English

Price: `40

The information  
contained in this magazine 
has been reviewed for  
accuracy and is deemed  
reliable but is not necessar-
ily complete or guaranteed 
by the Editor. The views 
expressed in this digest are 
solely that of the writers and 
do not necessarily reflect 
the views of KASHMIR 
CENTRAL

kZine edition 16, october 
2021, ahead of the visit of the 
pCi team



    Kashmir Central  20 March 2022     Kashmir Central  20 March 2022

the inside pages

INCISIVE REPORTING

razor sharp analysis

makE a SPlaSh

RESTORE

ORdER

INCulCaTE 

    dEmOCRaTIC SPIRIT 

expose 
deception

INVESTIGaTE 
ThE TERROR 
ECOSySTEm

3

A  K z i n e  i n i t i A t i v e

16

did the pAkistAni 
terrorist wAnt to 

tAke hostAGes?

Men FroM  
FAhAd shAh’s  

teAM Are  
seekinG My help in 

GettinG hiM  
releAsed

4

heavy recruitment of kashmiri 
youth in terror networks

pakistan operatives  
in kashmir have  

singular Focus For 2022

kAshMir 
MilitAnCy

how it has 
Caused 

us untold 
suffering

18

8



    Kashmir Central  20 March 2022     Kashmir Central  20 March 2022

have a journalist friend in 
Delhi. Mou Sarkar. For the 
last couple of weeks she had 
been asking me repetitively 
that her two ‘journalist friends’ 
in Srinagar want to meet me, 
and that I should connect with 

them. I was in Jammu, so I could not 
accede to her request.

Incidentally when I came to Sri-
nagar some days ago, she again asked 
me to meet her journalist friends here. 
I asked her which media house are 
they working for, and what are their 
names.

She said I don’t know the media 
house or their names. Please meet 
them.

I told her Okay, tell them to come 
to my office.

 When these two journalists landed 
at my office, I found that they were 
from the local magazine Kashmir 
Walla. I was perplexed about why 
they should want to meet me. After 
doing some small talk, they stated 
what they had come for. Fahad ko 
nikalne mein madad karo. Help us in 
getting Fahad released.

For those not in the know, Fahad 
Shah is the Editor of Kashmir Walla. 
He had been arrested by J&K Police 
on February 4. The police statement 
said that Fahad has been arrested for 
glorifying terrorism, spreading fake 
news and inciting the general public 
for creating law and order situations. 
In addition, he has been arrested for 
social media posts tantamount to glo-
rifying terrorist activities and causing 
dent to the image of law enforcing 
agencies “besides causing ill-will and 
disaffection against the country.”

Now men from Fahad Shah’s team 
are requesting me to get him released. 
The messaging carries significance.

journAlisM  
BAnkrolled By  

pAkistAn in kAshMir

I have nothing personal against 
Fahad Shah. My concern is the kind 

of journalism he has carried on with 
for years with seeming impunity. 
A journalism where lies and half 
lies are sold as truth. A journalism 
where fraudsters and imposters like 
Khurram Pervez are projected as hu-
man rights protectors. A journalism 
where pillars of the terror ecosystem 
in Kashmir – including some promi-
nent local lawyers – are built up as 
the conscience keepers of Kashmir.

This kind of journalism flourished 
in Kashmir because it was lavishly 
bankrolled by Pakistan and embed-
ded by the terrorists’ guns. This 

journalism has consistently sold the 
Pakistan narrative for Kashmir do-
mestically, nationally and interna-
tionally.

Fahad Shah, through his maga-
zine, perfected the Pakistan nar-
rative on Kashmir where Kashmir 
must always be projected as bleeding 
and oppressed. This is the narrative 
where terrorism and militancy are 
whitewashed. Actions of the secu-
rity agencies against militants and 
over-ground workers are discredited 
by spinning yarns around so-called 
“multiple and conflicting versions”.
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i have nothing personal against Fahad 
shah. My concern is the kind of 

journalism he has carried on with for years 
with seeming impunity. A journalism where 
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“thinkers” in MAinlAnd QuiCk to 
ForM opinion on kAshMir, BAsed on 

inFo Fed By duBious loCAl ContACts

One such “independent thinker” 
is MP Shashi Tharoor. Speaking 
in the Parliament on February 11, 
Tharoor demanded the “immedi-
ate and unconditional” release of 
Kashmir journalists Fahad Shah 
and Sajad Gul “in the interest of 
preserving the freedom of press 
in our country”. Some other “in-
dependent thinkers” joined Thar-
oor in supposedly standing up for 
freedom of the media in Kashmir 
by demanding Fahad’s release.

Tharoor and Co must closely 
study the journalism that Fa-
had Shah and his ilk pursue in 

Kashmir before demanding his 
immediate and unconditional ar-
rest. They are not alone. I often 
encounter this warped thinking 
on Kashmir, and it perplexes me 
every time.

ChAllenGinG the 
ideoloGiCAl  

heGeMony oF 
 kAshMir’s terror 

eCosysteM

Beginning November 2020, we 
started challenging the ideological 
hegemony of the terror ecosystem 

in Kashmir. First with MAC Let-
ter, our digital news letter; then our 
digital magazine KZINE and now 
with KASHMIR CENTRAL, we 
have consistently exposed the mach-
inations of the terror players and the 
dynamics that drive Kashmir.

Our efforts are part of our con-
viction that the counter narrative 
on terrorism and Kashmir’s terror 
ecosystem must be driven by the 
locals. Fahad Shah and Co have ro-
manticized terrorism and militancy 
as the “resistance of our boys”. This 
subterfuge is being questioned and 
exposed now.

he so-called “inde-
pendent thinkers” of 
the mainland have 
zero appreciation 
that Kashmir is a 
huge industry for all 
those who gain from 

the conflict here. Without having any 
real understanding of the dynamics 
that drive Kashmir, these “indepen-
dent thinkers” base their opinions on 
some specific versions on Kashmir 
given by their contacts in Kashmir, 
their Facebook friends or others. 
Then they become judge and jury on 
what ails Kashmir and start propagat-
ing their opinions.

Are these “thinkers” aware of the 
insidious propaganda carried out by 

the so-called journalists that they 
stand up for? Do they know of how 
poisonous and dangerous these nar-
ratives are in indoctrinating the local 
youth? Sitting in their comfortable 
cities, they connect with some friends 
and start believing these single story 
narratives on Kashmir. I concede that 
this is not done intentionally. Many of 
these “independent thinkers” may in-
nocently fall into the trap of the terror 
ecosystem. In this way, they unwit-
tingly start amplifying the voice of 
the terror ecosystem.

But in a conflict region where the 

indoctrinated youth take to the path 
of violence and get killed, the choices 
one makes and the standpoints one 
takes must be carefully studied.

AGendA-driven  
propAGAndA By  

so-CAlled journos

 Fahad Shah’s call for his magazine 
is ‘Support Independent Journalism’. 
Such woke phraseology is all it takes 
for so-called independent thinkers 
to stand up and oppose Fahad Shah’s 
arrest and demand his release.

Are these 
“thinkers” aware of 
the insidious  
propaganda carried 
out by the so-called 
journalists that they 
stand up for? do  
they know how  
poisonous and  
dangerous these  
narratives are in  
indoctrinating the  
local youth?

the news room 
of the kashmir 
walla
the magazine 
of which Fahad 
shah is editor   
(Ap photo/dar 
yasin, File)

shashi tharoor

in a conflict region where the indoctrinated youth take to the 
path of violence and get killed, the choices one makes and the 

standpoints one takes must be carefully studied
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ver the next few months, 
Pakistan operatives in Kash-
mir are going to initiate heavy 
recruitment of Kashmiri boys 
and young men into the 
OGW (Over Ground Work-
er) network and sleeper cells. 
A large number of them will 

be what the police call hybrid militants. They will 
lead normal lives and will carry out some terror 
activity like throwing grenades or going in for 
target killing.

All the ISI operatives who have come into 
Kashmir or have been here for long – they have 
been given a singular task. Carry out mass re-
cruitment of local youngsters into the terror cir-
cuits in Kashmir. They have been told to focus 
only on this. It is their special task. They have 
been told to give it top priority.

Their strategy is to involve more and more 
Kashmiris in the anti-state operations. Pakistan’s 
purpose is that all terror activities must look like 
they are solely the handiwork of local youth. They 
want that every terror activity must look like an 
indigenous and local protest against the state.

The youth are being recruited for small tasks 
like grenade blasts or target killing of some per-
son. They are not being involved in any big mis-
sion as of now. 

For the purpose of recruitment into sleeper 
cells or hybrid networks, ISI operatives hunt for 
those youngsters who have gone to jail for OGW 
activity, stone pelting etc. Once these young men 
go to jail, most of them do not have any fear of 
law. Their thinking becomes like this: There 
are already cases registered against me. What 
difference will it make if some more cases are 
registered?

o

youth are being recruited for small 
tasks like grenade blasts or target 

killing. they are not being involved in 
any big mission as of now

Vo paise bhi phenkte hain bohot. The ISI opera-
tives give a lot of money to boys and girls whom 
they want to recruit in the terror circuits. For the 
boys and also girls from poor and needy families, 
sometimes the involvement becomes a majboori. 
One, they get money. Second, they are psycho-
logically brainwashed to think that they are doing 
a very big task.

Once the boy gets involved in even a single terror 
activity, there is no escape for him. There is no exit 
door. He is trapped. 

The statistics, the data – all of it reveals that 

youngsters who have been arrested earlier for OGW 
or stone pelting activities are most vulnerable to be 
recruited in sleeper cells or as hybrid militants.

Now new ISI operatives have come into Kash-
mir. The police, the Army and the security agencies 
are aware that about 20 men have infiltrated from 
the Karna sector. They have come in two to three 
groups of seven to eight persons each.

They have been given tasks. Vo yahan terror net-
work ke liye finance handle karenge. They will 
work upon the strategies for attacks. They will 
choose the locations for the action to be carried out.

1110

isi operatives paise 
bhi phenkte hain  

bohot. For boys and 
also girls from poor 
and needy families, 

sometimes  
involvement  

becomes a  
majboori. they  

are also  
psychologically 
brainwashed to 

think that they are 
doing a very big task
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There is a shift in the strategy of the ter-
ror operatives. Attempts are being made to 
create disturbances on the other side of the 
Jawahar tunnel. Recently, there was a blast 

at a busy junction in Udhampur in which one person 
was killed and some others were injured. The blast was 
caused by an IED set up by militants. This was the first 
terror attack in Udhampur in seven years. Grenades 
were found by the police in Jammu.

The message is clear. The terror operatives are cov-
ering more and more area. The blast at a busy junc-
tion in Udhampur obviously means that the terror 
operatives have a network in the town. Without local 
sleeper cells, OGWs or hybrid militants, such an activ-
ity cannot take place. Regarding the grenades found in 
Jammu, a local network is supporting that too.

The Police, the Army, the security agencies – they 
are aware that some Pakistani terror operatives have 
infiltrated into Kashmir. Many cordons have been 
organized, many searches have been held in north 
Kashmir and also in south Kashmir, but they have not 
been able to trap anybody.

Attempts  
to Create  

disturBAnCes 
outside  

kashmir region
terror operatives are covering more and more areas.  

the blast at a busy junction in udhampur or grenades 
found in jammu mean that terror operatives have  

networks there. without local sleeper cells, oGws or  
hybrid militants, such an activity cannot take place

“police Come to know of pakistani  
terrorists only After they Are killed”

I find it funny every time when 
the police say that so and so 

terrorist killed in anti-insurgen-
cy operation was found to be 
a Pakistani. Look at what this 
reveals. They come to know 
that the man was a Pakistani 
only after he is killed. All these 
months when he was circulat-
ing around in Kashmir – living 
here, planning his activities 
here – the police or the security 

agencies did not come to know 
about him.

It is so strange that after the 
recent Hazratbal incident, a 
senior police officer gave the 
statement to the media that 
the killed terrorist was identi-
fied as Manzoor alias Haider, a 
Pakistani national. The police 
officer even said that man had 
been active in the Valley for a 
long time.

When I read such statements, 
I think that if the man had been 
active here for a long time, what 
was the police doing? What 
were the Army and the security 
agencies doing? The Pakistani 
terrorists keep moving about. 
They have such a high degree 
of familiarity with the local ter-
rain. There is a whole network 
which supports them here. The 
backing is given by the locals.

poliCe, ArMy Must Build 
deep ConneCts with 
oGws, stone pelters

I have observed that the Police, Army or other 
security agencies usually don’t have the deep in-
telligence to usually catch the terrorists alive. But 
how will they come to know of the terror opera-
tives or any such underground activity if they do 
not have links among OGWs, stone pelters, others 
associated with the terror network? If they do not 
have strong connections with those in the terror 
network, how will they build deep connections 
with them?

What is the benefit if they keep taking their in-
formation from some man who is identified with 
the Army? What input will he have?

You will get deep intelligence from deep con-
nects within the same network. A man comes 
from Pakistan and starts living in Kashmir. The 
police and other agencies usually come to know 
about him only after he is killed.

An oGw speAks to kAshMir CentrAl



    Kashmir Central  20 March 2022     Kashmir Central  20 March 2022

All the Pakistanis who come here to Kashmir are trained 
in brainwashing the local youth within the matter of 
an hour. Their talk is scripted. They are fully trained 

in what to say to the local youth in order to involve them in 
terror activities. That is why the boys get trapped very fast.

Many youngsters of Kashmir already have warped think-
ing. Their brains are programmed by the software that they 
have been exposed to since early childhood. Words like azadi, 
ghulami etc are drilled into their head. They are vulnerable to 
talk like shaheedi. The Pakistani operatives know very well 
how to trap these youth. 

Vo ladko ki soch ke upar kaam karte hain. Agar yahan 
waale bhi ladko ki soch par kaam kare to bohot saare masle 
hal ho sakte hai.

I have come across many boys who have no previous in-
volvement in any militant activity or OGW network. But 
they say Hum directly active ho jayenge. Allah ke raah mein 
shaheed ho jayenge.

The Pakistani operatives feed the same to the boys. Then 
what else will you find but a terrorist?

Ye saara soch ka khel hai. The ISI operatives play upon their 
soch. The Indian state can also powerfully impact their soch. 
But again and again, I see that the same effort is not being 
taken from this side.

the systeM Must CAliBrAte  
punishMent For rAw reCruits For 

Minor oFFenCes

If a youngster has serious involvement in OGW network, 
then police have to be tough with him. But if his involvement 
is not deep, then police must calibrate the approach towards 
him.

If a youngster has only been involved in a minor role like 
reaching food or dry fruits to someone in the terror network, 
the security forces should be lenient towards him. A tough 
approach will harden him. He will get into the mindspace ki 
us ke saath bohot zulm hua. It is easy to slap cases on him, but 
changing his mind is very difficult.  

To take revenge against the system, the youngster can turn 
into a dangerous force. It can happen because some insensitive 
officer hardened that young man. Then his hatred level peaks. 
That is why it is very important for the system to calibrate 
the punishment to be given to raw recruits for their offences.

Suppose an officer comes to know that a youngster is an 
OGW or a raw recruit in the terror network. They directly go 
and arrest him. Then they come to know that the youngster 
has very limited information.

Perhaps a better approach shall be to trail him with human 
and technical resources. Then one can reach his handler, one 
can reach the network with which the youngster is associated.

When the police or any other security agency arrests an 
OGW early, his support system gets alerted. They change 
their modus operandi. In this way also, early arrest of a raw 
recruit does not help.

This is what is most important to deal with the latent anger 
among indoctrinated youngsters. The system needs people 
who have the right approach. The system needs people whose 
aim is not punishment for the boys but to reform them and 
get them on the right track.

it is very important to  
correctly deal with the latent 
anger among indoctrinated 

youngsters. the system 
needs people who have the 

right approach. the aim must 
not be punishment for the 

boys but to reform them and 
get them on the right track

pakistanis operatives play with  
Minds of kashmiri youth

 indian Agencies  
ko Bhi ladko ki soch 

ko influence karna 
hai, phir Masle hal 

ho sakte hai

dAilyexCelsior.CoM

An oGw speAks to 
kAshMir CentrAl
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did the pakistani terrorist 
want to take hostages?

On March 10, a Pakistani ter-
rorist was killed in a brief 
shoot out outside the Dhobi 

Ghat gate of the revered Hazratbal 
shrine. 

The intelligence agencies are yet to 
ascertain whether the Pakistani ter-
rorist and his local accomplices were 
planning to repeat the 1993 hostage 
drama by JKLF terrorists when they 
barged into the holy shrine and refused 
to come out for many days.

There are contrasting reports about 
the recent incident. One intelligence 
agency believes that the Pakistani ter-
rorist and two OGWs were there to 
snatch the rifles of the cops deputed on 
the spot. The promptness of the secu-
rity guard who was called by the mili-
tants to come out averted the tragedy.

Efforts are on to nab the two OGWs 
who escaped from the spot. The picture 
shall be clear after they are arrested. Po-
lice say the youth have been identified 
and shall soon be behind bars.

The question is – Why should a 
Pakistani terrorist walk on the busy 
lane along the Hazratbal shrine for 
rifle snatching? If snatching a weapon 
from a policeman was their sole inten-
tion, the trio could have chosen a more 

convenient spot.

seQuenCe oF events 

The sequence of events is like this:
There are always some police officials 

in civil dress who keep a watch on sus-
picious objects and persons. On March 
10, a policeman in plain clothes ob-
served the suspicious presence of three 
boys outside the Hazratbal shrine. They 
had been sitting in a shop facing the 
shrine for long.

The policeman, who was armed with 
an AK 47, asked the boys to leave. The 
two local boys silently started walking 
out. The third, a Pakistani terrorist, re-
fused to leave. When the policeman in-
sisted that he must leave, the Pakistani 
terrorist removed a pistol from his bag. 
Before he could open fire, the vigilant 
police officer responded quickly and 
shot him dead.

The two local boys ran towards the 
shrine in fear. On seeing them run-
ning inside the shrine, the officer in 
charge ordered his men not to open 
fire. The boys took advantage of the 
restraint observed by the security forces 
deployed there. They ran away from 
the opposite side where they jumped in an auto and disappeared from 

the scene.

ConstAnt viGilAnCe 
essentiAl

 What would have been the 
scenario if the Pakistani ter-
rorist had escaped? According 
to some police officers, in that 
case the chances of a hostage 
drama were high. He may have  
entered the shrine and held the 

devotees hostage. Even if this had 
not been planned, he may have in-
stantly opted for it

Pakistani terrorists are trained 
to create situations which can im-
mediately impact the discourse. 
The Pakistani terrorist was killed 
outside the Hazratbal shrine. It is 
understood that the security forces 
shall have to keep an eagle’s eye on 
movements at strategic places in or-
der to avert any potential tragedies.

why the  
terrorists 
want to Grab  
headlines

To ascertain the truth about 
this incident, we must 

understand the dynamics of a 
terrorist operation.

Terrorists strike mainly for 
creating a buzz. It has been 
their consistent strategy to 
mark their presence in such a 
way that they are able to grab 
headlines. Publicity gives them 
the boost they need.

going after soft targets is also 
part of the Pakistan strategy for 
Kashmir. It wants to instill con-
stant fear among people. But 
incidents like taking control of 
revered religious places, killing 
or kidnapping a high-profile 
person with huge following are 
meant to attract the attention 
of the people and be in the 
news for some time.

In this particular case, we 
have no clarity yet. Were the 
militants up to something 
huge? Did they plan to occupy 
the shrine by barring its doors 
and not allowing anybody to 
come out or go inside?

what would have been the scenario if the pakistani terrorist 
had escaped? According to some police officers, in that case 

the chances of a hostage drama were high. he may have  
entered the shrine and held the devotees hostage. even if this 

had not been planned, he may have instantly opted for it

terrorist killed neAr hAZrAtBAl shrine

police outside hazratbal shrine after the 
killing of a pakistani terrorist there. photo 
courtesy: umar Ganie for rediff.com
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errorist and secessionist violence 
in Jammu and Kashmir has been 
sponsored and supported by Paki-
stan for more than three decades 
now, and has claimed thousands of 
lives.

The precarious situation of Kash-
mir has cast a heavy toll upon the local populace. 
How tragic it is for a region that killing has been 
normalized. Whether innocent civilians or security 
personnel or even militants – it is Kashmiris who are 
dying. It is Kashmiri blood that has been split. The 
annual report of the Ministry of Home Affairs for 
the year 2019-2020 provides the following chilling 
statistics for Kashmir.

 

 
The report also reveals that the Central govern-

ment contributed Rs 8192.29 crore to the Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir (including 786.64 
crore in 2019-20 through December 31, 2019) in 
Kashmir under Security Related expenditure.

Talking among peers, we have often dwelt upon 
the words of Noam Chomsky: A revolution that 
may turn out to be worse than the regime it replaces.

This is what we Kashmiris have suffered. We have 
suffered the wrong revolution. On every side, our 
brothers, sisters and children were the casualties. 
Those who were dying and suffering, and those who 
continue to die and suffer are Kashmiris. They may 
be innocent passers-by, policemen, the unfortunate 
parents whose indoctrinated boys became militants 
and others like them. We have been at the receiving 
end of it all.

The worst of the sufferers of this mindless conflict 
have been women and the children. This is no secret. 
Wherever there is conflict, the brunt of it is always 
borne by the most vulnerable class – the women 
and children. 

The United Nations has noted that higher levels 
of gender-based violence against women and girls 
such as arbitrary executions, torture, sexual abuse 
and forced marriage can result from conflict. Sexual 
violence is predominantly and increasingly directed 
at women and girls, though sometimes men and 
boys also emerge as victims of sexual abuse.

Due to widespread breakdown of the rule of law, 

the availability of small guns and the dissolution of 
social and family institutions, there is normaliza-
tion of gender-based violence in conflict societies. 
Trafficking is intensified during and after conflict 
due to the breakdown of political, economic and 
social structures, and also high levels of violence.

As a result of conflict-related sexual violence, 
women and girls are at a higher risk of unplanned 
pregnancy, maternal mortality and morbidity, 
severe sexual and reproductive injuries, and con-
tracting sexually transmitted infections. To make 
matters worse, access to essential services such as 
health care, including sexual and reproductive 
health services, is disrupted.

According to data from India’s National Crime 
Records Bureau, the number of cases of violence 
against women in Jammu and Kashmir grew by 
11% in 2020. The figures stood at 3,069 in 2019 to 
3,414 the following year. This was despite the fact 
that the national average fell by 8.3%.

There were 1,744 cases of “attack on women 
with the intent to violate her modesty” registered 
in 2020, as well as 243 occurrences of rape.

Given the low reporting rate and the cloak of 
violent shame and social boycott that surrounds 
rape – particularly in a community as conservative 
and patriarchal as Kashmir – the correct figures 
are likely to be much higher.

we do not want to acknowledge that in  
hundreds of cases, militants have raped  

kashmiri women at gun point. women and girls 
have been brutalized for years, many times with 

the knowledge of the family. these militants 
called themselves the “upholders of justice”. 
But many among them did not spare girls as 

young as 12 years 

there have been innumerous reports of 
young women in kashmir who were forcibly 

married to militants. women in far flung  
areas were kidnapped and tortured by the 

militants until they would agree to marry 
them. these forced marriages wreaked  

havoc on their lives
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t we suFFered 
the wronG 
revolution

Year Incidents                      SFs           Civilians     Terrorists
                       Killed      Killed            Killed 

2014 222 47 28 110

2015 208x 89 17 108

2016 322 32 15 150

2017 342 80 40 213

2018 614 91 39 257

2019 594 80 39 157

photo courtesy: you tube video
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Marriages aren’t always made in heaven. As 
many women and young girls in Jammu 
and Kashmir will tell you, some are sol-

emnized at the barrel of the gun.  
There have been innumerous reports of young 

women in Kashmir who were forcibly married to 
militants. Many newspapers reported how women 
from far flung areas were often kidnapped and tor-
tured by the militants and their associates until they 
would agree to marry them. In the insurgency-hit 
state, forced marriage to militants has wreaked havoc 
on their lives.

The recently report in The Diplomat about how 
militants sexually exploited young women became 
a talking point in Kashmir. This is a known fact 
that we do not like to dwell upon or discuss. We do 
not want to acknowledge that in hundreds of cases, 
militants have raped Kashmiri women at gun point. 
Women and girls have been brutalized for years, 

many times with the knowledge of the family.
These militants called themselves the “upholders 

of justice”. But many among them did not spare 
girls as young as 12 years. For decades, these girls 
and women were not able to tell anyone about their 
ordeal. They remained silent, fearing that if they 
spoke up, their loved ones would be killed.

A large percentage of women who were married 
to militants were left widowed after their husbands 
got killed in encounters. Many had to live a destitute 
life after their husbands crossed into Pakistan and 
never returned. The women were left with children 
but no one to feed these families.

FACinG soCiAl stiGMA,
 iGnorAnCe

 Because of the stigma and even ignorance, the 
widows of militants or the women deserted by them 

don’t even apply for government welfare schemes. 
This leaves them poor and helpless. Their kids face 
a dark future ahead. These women are many times 
forced to adopt drastic measures like selling their 
bodies to make ends meet. Then they are judged 
by society and regarded as bad women.

Many such accounts have been reported where 
women who were deserted by their militant hus-
bands are judged by people. Their children live as 
orphans. They do not have any documents which 
can enable them to avail government schemes.

There were more ways in which women suf-
fered, and continue to suffer. Even now, women 
associated with militants and pro-liberty advo-
cates face government and state disinterest, an-

tagonism and hatred. Those who are linked to 
counter-insurgents or renegades are regarded as 
social outcasts.

While many schemes have been provided by 
the Centre and also the state, wives and children 
of dead or run-away militants are not able to ben-
efit from these schemes. There is social stigma 
attached with these women which makes them 
vulnerable.

The state departments fail to help them because 
of their association with militants. This stigma 
is there for both the widows or deserted wives of 
militants and their children. The society by and 
large ignores them.

sexual exploitation of women 
And Girls By Militants

wives and children of dead or run-away militants 
often live destitute lives. these women are many 

times forced to adopt drastic measures like  
selling their bodies to make ends meet.  

their children face a dark future 
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During the first phase of militancy, the 
separatists used to provide some token as-
sistance to the families of militants. They 

used to collect huge funds from the Gulf, Europe 
and other regions to supposedly help the families 
of militants. Over the years, it was revealed that 
only a nominal amount was given to the families 
of militants. The rest was cornered by the separatist 
masterminds.

This was the situation. Those in the separatist 
camp lived plush lives with the money that they 
had collected in the name of the families of mili-
tants. They told the women that their husband 
had acquired Jannat for them as well. They told 
the children that their fathers had acquired Jannat 
for them. The women and children lived penni-
less lives.

The separatists even sold the seats that Pakistan 
had reserved in medical colleges for the kin of 
militants. The militants usually came from poor 
families. Their family members had no idea of 
medical seats reserved for them by Pakistan. The 
families were left to life alone and desperate.

The women and children could not take the help 
of the state because they were linked to militants. 
But they deserve compassion and help, which is 
being denied to them. 

Recently, there were media reports that the Paki-
stani wives and ex-wives of Kashmiri militants 

demanded Indian citizenship or deportation to 
Pakistan. They held protests outside Press Enclave 
at Lal Chowk, Srinagar. Kashmiri women who 
married militants are suffering. Pakistani women 
who married militants are suffering. On both ends, 
women and children are suffering.

The lives of Kashmiri women are entangled in 
a complex web as a result of the struggle. They 
must make peace with the current and imposed 
socio-cultural order in society. Women’s lives are 
impacted by all these situations, and their chal-
lenges are often overlooked by both society and 
state organizations.

Getting compensation from the government is 
already difficult. In Kashmir, this is also fraught 
with societal stigma. There is social and cultural 
opposition to any state assistance because it is be-
lieved that it weakens the common cause.

The situation is so paradoxical. Since there is 
poor investment in the private sector, Kashmiris 
hanker after government jobs in every sector – be 
it bureaucracy, police, academia, medicine etc. At 
the same time, social stigma is attached to seeking 
state assistance. They say the state that is provid-
ing the money or the job is also responsible for the 
prevailing conditions. A spiral of loss is created by 
the double-bind: hopes, stigma, conflict, and guilt. 
Whatever one accomplishes, he or she is bound to 
be trapped in conflict and guilt.

separatists  
Collected huge 
Grants Abroad 
in the name of 

Militant Families, 
passed on nothing

FAMilies oF 
MilitAnts 

leFt to live 
poor, 

destitute lives 25
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wives oF poliCeMen iMpACted 
By ConFliCt

Another set of desperate Kashmiri women af-
fected by the violence are the widows of police-
men killed in militant attacks. In 2017, Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen militants said that those working with 
JK Police should stay at home and not participate 
in counter-insurgency actions. In an 11-minute 
video that appeared on social media, Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen commander Riyaz Naikoo warned, 
“We are urging police officers to sit in their homes, 
same as other agencies’ employees are doing. The 
fate of the policeman who attends duty would be 
nothing but death.” 

Militants continue to kill the policemen. Their 
wives and children are left behind. The govern-
ment has special schemes for these women, but 
applying for the schemes is a challenge. Since po-
licemen are treated as anti-Muslim, their wives are 
treated in the same way. They are not provided 
with any help.

The conflict has driven women and children 
from diverse backgrounds into poverty and help-
lessness.

the situation is  
paradoxical. since there 
is poor investment in the 
private sector, kashmiris 

hanker after  
government jobs . At the 
same time, social stigma 

is attached to seeking 
state assistance. they 

say the state that is  
providing the money or 

the job is also responsible 
for the prevailing  

conditions. herein lies 
the contradiction
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