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from the desk of the editor

The human brain can be constructive or destructive. It can be filled with nega-
tivity and the world around can seem like a black hole. Or the world can seem 

a bright and beautiful place full of promises and possibilities. The choice remains 
always with the individual.

How encouraging and fascinating it is to see Sadia Tariq winning the Wushu 
World Championship in Moscow. She aspired for a world title in her teenage and 
achieved it. She has made us all proud. Congratulations have poured in from the 
Prime Minister and many others for her sterling performance. Sadia chose the path 
which has brought smiles on the faces of all around her, and laurels to the nation.

My heart cries for those who fall prey to destructive thought processes in their 
tender youth. They bring tears in the eyes of all those who are closely or distantly 
related to them.

Who is a hero? Who is a youth icon? Who is the true source of inspiration? The 
one on the path of destruction, who de-
stroys his or her future and everything 
that comes in the way? Or the one who 
inspires you to aspire for a beautiful 
world full of joy and positivity?

 Certainly an icon cannot be the one 
whose aim is to make the world look 
ugly, gloomy and dark. Sadia is the role 
model, the icon for Kashmir’s youth. 
She has proved that if you think posi-
tive and aim high, the universe around 
you shall take you to the heights you 
aspire for. Her parents are fortunate and 
I congratulate them.

I cry for the unfortunate parents 
whose children choose the path of death 
and destruction. These tender buds could not see and taste a world filled with joy 
and happiness. The tragic reality is that in large numbers, parents in Kashmir do 
not realize the dangers of romanticizing the death of militants. They do not realize 
that their conversations have a lasting impact on the psyche of their own children. 
The harsh truth is that many parents not only promote negativity in the presence 
of their vulnerable teenagers. At times, they provoke them to chose a deadly path. 
Blessed is our journalist friend Tariq and his wife who did not allow the deadly virus 
of negativity to enter their home. I wish all parents pledge to show their children the 
right path for a glorious future, which is in the interest of all around them.   

Bashir Assad
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 The free flow of negative content on Kashmir and its wide circulation 
on social media is damaging Indian interests locally, nationally and 
internationally. There is urgent need to counter this content in an 
organized and efficient manner.

 Media Analysis Center, Srinagar - a civil society initiative of Lehar 
Foundation - is an organized initiative to counter negative propaganda 
and content on Kashmir locally, nationally and internationally.

 Media Analysis Center (MAC) shall generate content which shall 
aggressively counter the lies being peddled regarding Kashmir in the 
domestic, national and international media. 

 The content produced by MAC shall include news reports, features, videos 
and documentaries.

 The purpose is to break the toxic plot that keeps feeding malicious, 
negative news on Kashmir and circulating the same to deepen stereotypes 
of oppression and alienation. The attempt is to bring in a reality check on 
Kashmir and refresh the narrative in a positive, inclusive direction.

 MAC shall also provide a platform to bring together positive and happy 
voices of aspirational Kashmir youth, within Kashmir or outside. The 
Kashmiri voices of positivity and growth within India shall act as a force 
multiplier for the youth within Kashmir.

Media Analysis Center, Kashmir
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Recently a dear friend who holds a senior 
position in the UT Administration said to 
me in reference to another dear friend who 
also holds a position of power:  “He did 

what you could not do “. The statement was not harsh 
or judgmental. It was specific to the context, and I 
acknowledge the role of the friend for whom it was 
stated. But the words were such that they continued 
to resonate in my ears. What all have I done? What 
all have I achieved – I asked myself.

I looked at the forthcoming edition of KASHMIR 
CENTRAL, our weekly news magazine. Edition 15.

Plus 22 editions of KZINE, our digital weekly 
news magazine that came before KASHMIR CEN-
TRAL. Plus 18 editions of MAC LETTER, the news 
letter that preceded the digital weekly news maga-
zine. What all have I been able to achieve?

The JourNey ThAT BeGAN  
iN NoVeMBer 2020

Till the last quarter of 2020, media in Kashmir 
was a one-way traffic. The single story narrative 
dominated, whether in local, national or interna-
tional media. There was none to challenge this lies 
and half-truths.

In November 2020, we took the conscious deci-

sion to establish a media outlet in Kashmir to counter 
and expose the ‘single story narratives’ being peddled 
by the media locally, nationally and internationally.

The local journos had normalized the peddling of 
these single story narratives and lies had been nor-
malized in Kashmir. Exceptions to this rule have 
been some journalists in Kashmir whose integrity 
and nationalism can never be questioned. Some of 
them felt that they did not want to risk their life and 
limb to bell the cat. Facing the real threat of militant 
attack, they worked within self-imposed restrictions.

Many others remained content with the single 
story narrative. These lies and half truths were ped-
dled by the local journos for two reasons. One, for 
security and societal compulsions. Second, for mate-
rial and monetary benefits. These were the journos 
who aligned with external forces inimical to peace 
and stability in the region.

No one – and I repeat no one – had the courage 
to stand against its one’s own people and colleagues. 
No one had the courage to show them the mirror 
and counter their oft-repeated, concocted half truth 
stories of victimhood. These journos had built public 
opinion nationally and internationally on the basis 
of these distortions.

I set out with a few trusted team members to take 
on the organized structure of subterfuge. My team 
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included Miss Bisma Nazir who was practicing law 
at the Srinagar courts, Ghulam Mohd Mir of Kup-
wara and Waseem Gul, also a bright young lawyer 
and some other like-minded team members. We 
decided to do our bit to set right the media discourse 
in Kashmir.

We Were ToLD To oPerATe 
 uNDer PseuDo NAMes

When I shared the idea of establishing the media 
out let with some senior friends in the UT admin-
istration, they advised me that I and my team must 
operate under pseudo names to hide our identity for 
security reasons.

I discussed this with my colleagues. I told them 
that operating under pseudo names would discredit 
the whole project. Our work is about honesty and 
about conviction. Using pseudo names seemed to be 
mocking our conviction.

One needs to be courageous to tell the truth and 
stand by it. My friends tell me I am known for my 
straightforward revelation of what I hold as the truth.

Going ahead with this conviction, I and my team 
decided that we would fearlessly reveal what had been 
concealed by the journalist fraternity for decades ow-
ing to the fear of the militants or for monetary ben-
efits. We were aware that this shall be challenging.

Unfazed by them, we set out on our endeavour and 

carved out space for value-based journalism in Kash-
mir. Our publications have always been hardcore 
journalism. People started waiting for MAC Letter, 
then KZINE, then Kashmir Central on a weekly 
basis. It created a furore all over Kashmir.

Every story in our publications has carried the 
byline of one team member or another, who worked 
hard to bring to light all that the terror ecosystem 
or the corrupt political players wanted to conceal. 
Looking at the almost explosive content of some of 
our publications, my friends advised me not to tread 
on the path I had chosen. They had real concerns.  

My TeAM AND i hAVe 
 uNDerTAKeN This TAsK LiViNG 

WiThiN KAshMir

The terror ecosystem in Kashmir is so vast and so 
entrenched that it reaches your doorstep to stop you. 
Let us acknowledge that that my team and I have 
undertaken this task living within Kashmir. Let us 
acknowledge the enormity of what this means for 
every member of my team.

The Kashmir society is deeply knitted. You start 
digging out the truth somewhere, and you find im-
prints next to your door step. You know that you are 
not directly part of the terror eoc

If you are not directly part of it, you indirectly 
are. Someone somewhere in your family net-

work is part of that ecosystem. This is extremely 
difficult to deal with. Facing even this challenge, 
we moved ahead on our chosen path.

seTTiNG The BeNChMArK For 
BruTALLy hoNesT JourNALisM

While holding my head high, I also take the credit 
for setting a benchmark in Jammu and Kashmir 
for brutally honest journalism. Some months ago, 
a senior bureaucrat in the UT Administration told 
me this upfront. He said the kind of stories we do, 
the kind of content we publish always opens a win-
dow for blackmail and extortion. I am aware of this. 
Several media houses in the region have used such 

content for their extortionist ways.
The individuals whom we targeted have tried, 

and still try to approach us. They have offered hefty 
amounts to bury the truth. Many people, after be-
ing named, offered huge amounts to shelve any 
further investigation. I am proud to state on record 
that nobody can provide a single instance on where 
I compromised on integrity and journalistic ethics.

Those people who do not want their misdeeds to 
be revealed try to build proximity so that you do not 
write about them in any subsequent edition. They 
were disappointed to find that they could not influ-
ence any of our publication – MAC Letter, KZINE 
or KASHMIR CENTRAL.

It may be noted that extortion journalism has 
flourished in Jammu and Kashmir, as elsewhere 
in the country. Burying news stories based on ex-
traneous considerations has not been our practice. 
We shall never do so. We take credit for raising the 
standard of journalism in our region.

The CouNTer NArrATiVe MusT 
Be DriVeN By LoCALs

In conversations, while speaking at conferences 
and seminars and in my books, I have constantly 
held that the counter narrative on terrorism and 
Kashmir’s terror ecosystem must be driven by the 
locals. The political class, the civil society groups 
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and NGOs together have not been able to build the 
counter narrative in Kashmir. They limited their 
scope of work to symbolism and tokenism.

With MAC Letter, with KZINE and now with 
KASHMIR CENTRAL, we have taken it upon 
ourselves to expose the terror ecosystem in all its 
manifestations. We introduced the culture of naming 
and shaming the constituents of the terror ecosystem.

Earlier, individuals with nationalist credentials 
were discredited by being labeled as IB or RAW 
agents. We each publication of ours, we named the 
Pakistani stooges and discredited them. We provided 
a platform for alternate views and thought processes. 
We honestly and sincerely tried to give voice to those 
who remained unheard while suffering huge losses 
including that of life and honour at the hands of ter-
rorists and terror apologists.

Last week, a friend from Delhi forwarded me an 
article published in The Diplomat titled Rape and 
Silence in Kashmir’s Jihad. She commented that for 
the first time someone has belled the cat. The fact 
remains that in 2021, we at KZINE wrote about the 
subject on three occasions. We brought to the fore 

the plight of the victims of terrorists. We spoke about 
the silence of the society on rape, molestation, torture 
and murder of women in Kashmir by terrorists. We 
wrote about the female moles in terrorist groups.

I was warned by some friends in political circles 
and the eminent civil society groups that do not stand 
against your own people. This is where I draw the 
distinction. By naming and shaming those who are 
part of the clique that caused Kashmir’s downslide, I 
am not standing against my own people. By doing so, 
I am standing with my people. I am standing with the 
large collective that has suffered immensely and seeks 
succor. We provoke these terror players and terror 
apologists to introspect rather than point fingers at 
the state and its institutions. 

eXPosiNG sTATe FuNCTioNAries 
Who WorK For The eNeMy

In our publications, we exposed politicians and gov-
ernment functionaries who worked against the inter-

est of the state. We exposed the duplicity of those gov-
ernment functionaries who take perks and privileges 
from the state and work for the enemy of the state. 
Our exposes sent shivers down the spine of those gov-
ernment servants who work for the enemy country.

Looking back, I state with humility that we did 
what no one else could do. We did it without holding 
any office, position or authority. I wrote three books 
exposing Kashmir’s terror ecosystem and terror apolo-
gists. I started out on this path when there was nobody 
to stand by me. I will continue to tread this path even 
if there is no one to stand by me.

There is a perception among many quarters from 
Srinagar to New Delhi that I have some kind of say 
in decision making in the Union Territory. I have 
been trying hard to dispel this notion. I often tell my 
colleagues at KASHMIR CENTRAL that any other 
person in my shoes would have earned in crores on 
this notion.  But I show the exit to those colleagues 
about whom I have been suspicious of asking for even 
petty favours. This is what I could do. 

 KZINE November 2021

Needed: Positive Police iNterveNtioN Model

A  K z i n e  i n i t i A t i v e

Volume 2  i  edition 1  i  2 january 2022  i  `40 k zine. in

Pakistan is leaking from so many holes 
Pakistanis have stopped counting

PakistaN 
disaster 

tale

BaNgladesh 
Miracle 

story 
 KZINE November 2021

A  K z i n e  i n i t i A t i v e

volume 2  i  edition 8  i  20 FebruAry2022  i  `40 K zine. in

hypocrisy of social media bullies in kashmir

for all operations in The 
Valley barring hardcore 

militancy, involvement of 
Girls should be higher

new isi sTraTeGy 
for kashmir 

 KZINE November 2021

Central University of Kashmir 
Mehraj and Zargar Pvt Ltd Part 2

A  K z i n e  i n i t i A t i v e

Volume 2  i  edition 2  i  9 january 2022  i  `40 k zine. in

rustam Lone is top 
Militant handler  

in Pakistan

ISI gIveS KUPwara Man 
Charge to booSt MILItanCy 

In north KaShMIr

 KZINE November 2021

A  K z i n e  i n i t i A t i v e

Volume 2  i  edition 7  i  13 February2022  i  `40 k zine. in

Real Faces oF sepaRatists Revealed

enough of Hartal politics, say traders

FiRst time in 38 YRs,  
tReHgam open on maqbool 

bHat deatH anniveRsaRY

the shift in Kashmir

 KZINE November 2021

A  K z i n e  i n i t i A t i v e

Volume 2  i  edition 3  i  16 january 2022  i  `40 k zine. in

ThE hiGh DrAmA oF ShEiKh ShowKAT

Glib Talk
Slick Exterior 

DEvil’S AGEnDA  
For KAShmir

muzAmil 
ThAKur

 Gh mohD SAFi

zAhiD 
SAFi

ThAKur, SAFi AnD SAFi

V O L U M E  1    E D I T I O N  1 3    A P R I L  2 0 2 1

letter

 The free flow of negative content on Kashmir and its wide circulation 
on social media is damaging Indian interests locally, nationally and 
internationally. There is urgent need to counter this content in an 
organized and efficient manner.

 Media Analysis Center, Srinagar - a civil society initiative of Lehar 
Foundation - is an organized initiative to counter negative propaganda 
and content on Kashmir locally, nationally and internationally.

 Media Analysis Center (MAC) shall generate content which shall 
aggressively counter the lies being peddled regarding Kashmir in the 
domestic, national and international media. 

 The content produced by MAC shall include news reports, features, videos 
and documentaries.

 The purpose is to break the toxic plot that keeps feeding malicious, 
negative news on Kashmir and circulating the same to deepen stereotypes 
of oppression and alienation. The attempt is to bring in a reality check on 
Kashmir and refresh the narrative in a positive, inclusive direction.

 MAC shall also provide a platform to bring together positive and happy 
voices of aspirational Kashmir youth, within Kashmir or outside. The 
Kashmiri voices of positivity and growth within India shall act as a force 
multiplier for the youth within Kashmir.

Media Analysis Center, Kashmir
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There is an attempt by terror 
players to create turbulence 
in north Kashmir.

Over the past few weeks, some 
Pakistani terror operatives have 
come to Baramulla and adjoining 
areas of North Kashmir. A cordon 
and search operation was launched 
by the security agencies on coming 
to know of their presence.

These terror operatives are sur-
viving on account of the sleeper 
groups which arrange for their ac-
commodation and other logistics. 
According to sources in the OGW 
network, their purpose is to instill 
fear and disrupt normal life. If they 
are not arrested soon, the fear fac-
tor will be high this year in towns 
and cities.

Over the last many months, 

the fear graph had come down in 
north Kashmir significantly. Pub-
lic events were taking place com-
monly and the situation was much 
better as compared to south Kash-
mir. A peaceful atmosphere has 
been created. For medical camps 
and events, there is public support.

If any major terror incident hap-
pens, saari mehnat zaya hogi. The 
focus of the terror operatives is that 
South Kashmir ki tarah north mein 
bhi dar kayam rahey. Pakistan al-
ways wants that fear factor should 
be deep in Kashmir. They want to 
target the people’s bonding with 
the security forces in the North. 
With the activities of the terror op-
eratives, individuals identified as 
nationalists have been told to limit 
their movement.

iMPorTANT For 
seCuriTy AGeNCies 

To TAKe QuiCK 
ACTioN

The first task of the Pakistani 
terror operatives is to move about 
and familiarize themselves with the 

area. The Covid protocol of mov-
ing about with a mask has made 
it easy for them to conveniently 
mingle with the crowd.

Then begins their task of taking 
updates from their local OGWs. 
Who all are working with the 
terror network, which boys are 
pro-Pakistan and can work with 
them. Who all are pro-Indians and 
nationalists. Their purpose is to 
disturb north Kashmir and intro-
duce the same state of anxiety here 
that marks south Kashmir.  

Once these terror operatives 
create their roots, they start cre-
ating networks of local youth 
to carry out the terror activities. 
At times, they give tasks to new 
entrants like targeting someone 
or throwing a grenade. They tell 
the boy that you have to do this 
activity in order to prove your 
allegiance. Once the youth gets 
involved even in a single terror ac-

tivity, he gets caught in this daldal. 
Then it is difficult for him to find 
an escape route. That is why the 
boys don’t surrender. They think 
that going back is impossible. It 
is certainly difficult though it is 
not impossible. But the youth gets 
trapped this way.

TArGeTeD CorDoN 
AND seArCh For
 DesireD resuLT

Random Cordon and Search 
Operations alone don’t work so 

well. In addition, it is important to 
do targeted CASOs. You have to 
identify those who have part of the 
network of stone pelters, sleeper 
cells, others associated with terror 
plots. The security agencies shall 
get an initial edge if such targeted 
CASOs are organized. 

A normal householder cannot 
keep Pakistani terror operatives 
in his house. There are 60-70 per 
cent chances that those who give 

them shelter are OGWs or stone 
pelters.

Security agencies have to re-
main proactive. There are symp-
toms of disturbances in the north 
already. Some OGWs and others 
associated with militant activity 
have been arrested. Obviously 
they have been provided weapons 
by militants.

It is evident that the youngster 
of North Kashmir would not 
have got his weapon from South 
Kashmir. He has been provided 
the weapon locally.

if any major terror incident 
 happens, saari mehnat zaya hogi. 

The focus of the terror operatives is 
that south Kashmir ki tarah north 

mein bhi dar kayam rahey

it is important to do targeted CAsos. 
you have to identify those who have 
part of the network of stone pelters, 
sleeper cells, others associated with 

terror plots. The security agencies 
shall get an initial edge if such  
focused CAsos are organized

An oGW speaks To
Kzine Central

Targeted CAsos  
 important 
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Declaring Pandit land and property as Bait-ul-Maal was part of 
the plan of Jei and hM for land grabbing. in the years that  

followed, the local units of hizbul Mujahideen ordered that if  
anyone wanted to purchase Pandit property, he would have to 
seek the permission of the local hM commanders beforehand

PosT eXoDus
how Jamaat e islami,  

hizb-ul-Mujahideen Grabbed  
Pandit Properties in Kashmir

he forced exodus of the Pandits from Kashmir. Even today, those of us who 
lived through it struggle to full deal with the pain of our brothers leaving the 
Valley. In the years that followed, all of us watched a parallel phenomenon. 
Jamaat e Islami and Hizbul Mujahideen established themselves as the biggest 
beneficiaries of the exit of Pandits from Kashmir. They grabbed and occupied 
plush houses and prime lands belonging to the Pandits.

All this happened in a planned and organized manner. The exodus of the 
Pandits happened more than 30 years ago. All over Kashmir, there were Pandit 
houses, Pandit orchards and also agriculture land. The maximum number of 
buyers of Pandit property are those who were directly or indirectly associated 
with militancy. Either they themselves or their close relatives were connected 
with the conflict.

The forced exodus of the Pandits was a convenient strategy for Jamaat e 
Islami and its militant arm Hizbul Mujahideen to grab the land and property 
belonging to the Pandits. The land grabbing was done in a crafty way.

DeCLAriNG PANDiT ProPerTy As 
BAiT-uL-MAAL WAs A hoAX

JEI and HM declared in 1990 that the property of the Pandits would be 
regarded as Bait-ul-Maal (Common property for Islamic welfare) after the 
freedom of Kashmir.

JEI and the militants decreed that because this was Bait-ul-Maal, no one was 
allowed to purchase any type of property from Kashmiri Pandits. This turned 
out to be a big hoax.

T
by GM Mir

Free Press KAshMir.NeWs
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Declaring Pandit land and 
property as Bait-ul-Maal was 
part of the plan of JEI and HM 
for land grabbing. In the years 
that followed, the local units of 
Hizbul Mujahideen ordered that 
if anyone wanted to purchase 
Pandit property, he would have 
to seek the permission of the 
local HM commanders before-
hand. For the Kashmiris who 
were associated directly or in-
directly with Jamaat e Islmai or 
Hizbul Mujahideen, it was very 
easy to seek the permission of 
the militant commanders to buy 
Pandit property. Ultimately, the 
plan implemented and followed 
was that the ownership of this 
property should be restricted 
only to the members and sym-
pathizers of HM and JEI. 

The rAre CAse iN 
hisTory Where The 
Buyer DeTerMiNeD 

The PriCe

This was the rare case in his-
tory where property exchanged 
hands not at the price fixed by the 
seller. The property was sold at 
the price fixed by the buyer. This 
happened because in an over-
whelming majority of cases, the 
Pandits did not have any choice 
regarding their property. Distress 
sale of Pandit properties was hap-
pening all over Kashmir. They 
knew that if they do not sell their 
properties, it would be grabbed 
sooner or later, and they would 
get nothing for it. 

The common Kashmiris had 
no option but to watch this tama-
sha. They were – and they con-
tinue to be – helpless before the 
militants.

JEI and HM members re-
mained busy buying assets of 
the Pandits and building prop-
erties for their children. Those 
heading the erstwhile state gov-
ernments remained mute spec-
tators to the gun power wielded 
by the militants and the close 
collaboration of JEI and HM in 
this loot.

During those years, JEI and 
HM were the real power centers 
in Kashmir. They ran parallel 
sarkar in the state and wielded 
more power than the ministers 
or bureaucrats.

MiLiTANTs sTArTeD 
TAKiNG shAre iN 

AGriCuLTurAL LAND 
ThAT BeLoNGeD To 

PANDiTs

The property left behind by the 
Pandits was used by the militants 
to collect money.

It was done in this way. Agri-
cultural land belonging to Pan-
dits was allotted to neighbouring 
farmers on the understanding of 
half share in produce and profit. 
For example, one kanal of land 
was given to someone and it pro-
duced two quintals of rice. Out of 
this, one quintal was the share of 
the militant who may have been 
from the same village or outside. 

1514

Jei and hM members remained busy buying assets of the 
Pandits and building properties for their children. Those 

heading the erstwhile state governments remained mute 
spectators to the gun power wielded by the militants and 

the close collaboration of Jei and hM in this loot

The forced exodus of the Pandits was a convenient  
strategy for Jamaat e islami and its militant arm hizbul 

Mujahideen to grab the land and property belonging to the 
Pandits. The land grabbing was done in a crafty way

Thousands of Kashmiri Pandits still live in refugee camps in Jammu 
Getty/ aljazeera.com
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In Kupwara, North Kashmir, there was a Pandit village named Gund Gushi near 
Bohipora. This was a village of affluent Pandits. They owned highly fertile land in 

prime prime locations. 
The land-grab modus operandi of JEI and HM was implemented here in toto. All 

the land belonging to the Pandits was grabbed by influential persons in Jamaat e 
Islami and Hizbul Mujahideen.

The militant commanders of Bohipora carried out a well-thought out plan so that 
Pandits were compelled to sell their land and other assets for meager amounts. 
Gund Gushi was a classic example of how Pandits were driven out so that Jamaat e 
Islami and HM could grab their properties.

Bumai was a village of rich Pandits about 10 kms from Sopore, the sub-dis-
trict headquarter. After the Pandits fled in 1990, the maximum property 

in this village was purchased by people who paid a good amount of money to 
JEI and Syed Ali Geelani.
Sopore was Geelani’s stronghold. In Bumai and other areas in and around So-
pore, it was mandatory to get a letter from Peer Sahab (Syed Ali Geelani) and 
then move to Jammu for the registration of the property.

The DisTress 
LooT iN BuMAi, 

soPore

BohiPorA, KuPWArA

Distress sale of 
Pandits’ Land

Gund Gushi was a classic example of how Pandits were driven out so that 
Jamaat e islami and hM could grab their properties

Buyers FroM 
Jei-hM NeTWorK
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It seems to me that in the ear-
ly years of militancy, some 
functionaries of the state 
government was biased in 

favour of the militants. These of-
ficers used the community land 
belonging to the Pandits for the 
construction of buildings which 
benefited the Muslim population.

Like Ahle-Islam, the religious 
land of Muslims, the religious 
land of Pandits is Ahle-Hanood. 
In Vilgam in Kupwara, the food 
store was constructed by the dis-
trict administration on Ahle-Ha-
nood land without the permission 
of the Pandit comunnity. There 
are ruins of a temple at a distance 
of about 10 meters from the food 
store. I remember that when I was 
a child, Pandits used to visit this 
temple for prayers. In the years af-
ter their exodus, it fell into neglect 
and the structure deteriorated.

All of us in Vilgam knew that 
this is Ahle-Hanood land. We 
Kashmiris have always prided 
ourselves on our justice and fair-
ness towards all. Where did this 
justice and fairness go when of-
ficers of the district administra-
tion constructed the food store 
on this land? If they did not want 
to renovate the temple structure, 
at least they should have pro-
tected the land and constructed 
a fence around it to show some 
respect towards Pandit senti-
ment and property. Instead they 
encroached upon the area with a 
government structure.

This also places a question 
mark over the role of the Kash-
mir civil society in bridging the 
gap between these two Kash-
miri communities. The Ahle-
Hanood land is situated at a dis-
tance of about 200 meters from 
the office of the Tehsildar, and at 
the distance of about 15 meters 
from the Sub-District Hospi-
tal of Vilgam where more than 

100 patients visit daily to attend 
OPD. All patients are locals who 
know that this land belongs to 
the Pandits. They know there 
was a temple here where the 
Pandits offered prayers daily. 
Why did they not stop the dis-
trict administration from con-
structing a food store here? At 

this moment, I am questioning 
my own silence. Why did I re-
main silent all these years when 
the encroachment was happen-
ing? I too was a silent spectator. 
I spoke to my friends about this 
unjust conduct of the district ad-
ministration, but I too allowed it 
to happen. Sad.

sTATe GoVT  
BiAseD ToWArDs 

MiLiTANTs iN  
eArLy yeArs oF 

MiLiTANCy
CoNsTruCTeD FooD 

sTore oVer  
AhLe-hANooD LAND 

oF PANDiTs

The food store was constructed by the district administration on Ahle-hanood land 
without the permission of the Pandit community

All those who visit the sub District hospital here are locals.  
They know that this land belongs to the Pandits. They know there 

was a temple here where the Pandits offered prayers daily.  
Why did they not stop the district administration from  

constructing a food store here?
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only Those Closely Associated With  
Militancy Allowed To Purchase Land here 

DuGGer BhAT 
The enchanting Pandit Village Near Vilgam in Kupwara

Dugger Bhat was a village of Pandits near 
Vilgam, my town. There were 45 houses 
of Pandits in this village. All the houses 

were well-furnished. The Pandits who lived here – 
we called them Dugger Bhats. When they left the 
village fearing for their lives, they could take only 
the bare essentials. The houses and all the furnish-
ings were left as such. The Pandits had thought that 
they would return soon.  

Where are those houses now? Everything of 
value inside them was looted, and the houses were 
dismantled by anti-social elements.

The beautiful Dugger Bhat was occupied by 
those who had close links with Jamaat e Islami and 
Hizbul Mujahideen.

As was the practice in other areas, only those 
people could purchase Pandit property who got 
the approval from the JEI leaders. In Dugger Bhat 

especially, the purchase of land was restricted to 
those whose kith and kin were associated with 
militancy.

One Ghulam Rasool Malik purchased 10 kanals 
of land from a Pandit. Malik was an active militant 
and the Jamaat Rukan of the area. Sonullah Mir 
purchased 15 kanals in Dugger Bhat. His won was 
a top commander of Al Baraq, a militant outfit.

Asadullah Tantray purchased five kanals here. 

He is a senior leader of JEI. Ali Bhat purchased 12 
kanals. His two sons were active militants.

Sideeq wani purchased 5 kanals in Dugger Bhat. 
One of his sons was a militant. Gulam Hassan Bhat 
purchased 12 kanals. His brother was a militant.

Abdul Rashid Mir purchased 17 kanals of land 
in Dugger Bhat. His two brothers were militants. 
Ghulam Rasool Khan purchased 7 kanals here. He 
himself was a militant.
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Freedom Merchants 
have opened Their 

shops here And 
There

DArK siDe oF 
 iNDePeNDeNCe 
MoVeMeNT oF 

KAshMir

Market of Freedom 
Like Vegetable And 

Grain Market

emad inayatullah Chaudhry

The vegetable and grain 
market will be intro-
duced to many friends. 

There are artiyas in the vege-
table and grain markets. Every 
artiya opens his own shop. In 
English, such people are called 
commission agents. These 
people are basically traders and 
these people form trade unions 
regularly.

 Are ... So when I introduce 
the vegetable and grain mar-
ket, the purpose is to bring a 
dark side of the independence 
movement of Kashmir before 
the readers. I belong to a small 
village in Jammu and Kashmir 
and I joined the so-called inde-
pendence movement in 1994. 
When I reached base camp 
Muzaffarabad, I saw the market 
of freedom like vegetable and 
grain market. Freedom mer-
chants had opened their shops 
here and there. Merchants also 
put up flags of different colours 
along with boards in their shops. 
Each also has a different trade-
mark.

 These freedom fighters also 
formed various unions and held 
meetings every month. Just as 
the vegetable and grain mar-
ket traders decide the rates and 
routes of potato, onion, ginger, 
thom and fruit in the meeting, 
so also these freedom traders 
used to decide the rates and 
routes of the heads of living and 
dead human beings.

 When the market cools 
down, Aarti puts his invest-
ment in another business. In the 
same way, you will see freedom 
traders doing different business 
these days. Because Kashmir has 
not become independent, this 
market will be reopened, trad-
ers and trademarks will change. 
None of us will survive till then, 
so let’s all pray together for our 
future generation from these 
traders.

Save Amen
 Writing: #Riaz_But
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Normalizing Triple Talaq
Normalizing Multiple Marriages
Normalizing Domestic Violence

Brutality Against Women. Beatings of Women. Torture of Women. 
Women Crying. Women Wailing. Women Held By Their Neck. Women 
Pulled By Their Hair. Women Accused. Women Stigmatized. Wife Held 
Responsible For The Sadistic Behaviour of Her Husband. Wife Chained 

And Held Like Animals…
This is the gory content that Pakistani television serials beam into  

Kashmiri homes and into our smart phones every day. Mareaya Fayaz 
explores how marital violence and dystopian family alliances showcased in 

Pakistani TV serials is impacting Kashmir 

Pakistani 
Television serials

NeGATiVeLy 
iMPACTiNG 

KAshMir 
soCieTy 
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nalysts of Kash-
mir’s contempo-
rary history write 
that Pakistan’s 
dictator Gen Zia 
u l  Haq in it i-
ated the rigorous 

project of Kashmir’s indoctrina-
tion into hardline Islam. Even 
though Gen Zia ul Haq died in a 
plane crash in 1988, by the early 
90s the radicalization and deep 
indoctrination of Kashmir was 
in full swing.

Pakistan pushed Kashmir into 
insurgency by changing the le-
vers of Kashmir’s politics and 
making it separatist. This was and 
continues to be a political project 
for Pakistan. 

Through the upheaval of terror 
and militancy, Kashmir remained 

moored to its traditional ways. 
Even though Islam allows a man 
to have four wives, there was no 
social sanction for multiple mar-
riages in Kashmir. A second mar-
riage was highly frowned upon in 
Kashmir society. The incidence 
was so low that a man’s taking a 
second wife made news within his 
community and area.

There were other ways in which 
Kashmir was different as a society 

and civilization. Triple talaq was 
not practiced. Domestic violence 
was known to take place but the 
incidence was comparatively low.

Now again, courtesy the in-
fluence of Pakistan, Kashmir is 
in the grip of cross-border social 
indoctrination. This time, the 
agency for indoctrination isn’t the 
Pakistani establishment, the ISI or 
the deep state. It is Pakistan’s soft 
power – its television serials.

The Pakistani television serials, 
streaming into homes and smart 
phones across Kashmir have be-
come the agency for indoctrina-
tion in Kashmir. Pakistani dramas 
are increasingly becoming a pow-
erful and compelling medium to 
influence social shifts in Kashmir. 
In Edition 15 of Kashmir Cen-
tral, we are chronicling some of 

the ways in which Pakistani TV 
serials are influencing and indoc-
trinating Kashmir society.

When it comes to depicting 
nikaah or talaaq on screen, both 
require considerable sensitivity 
and nuance. Unfortunately, both 
have been trivialized in Pakistani 
television serials. Such dystopi-
an scripting is common also in 
the serials produced and aired in 
the mainland. But they are not 

watched in Kashmir in large 
numbers, hence their influence is 
negligible comparatively.

PAKisTANi TV  
CoNTeNT BeCAMe 

A rAGe iN KAshMir 
2014 oNWArDs

Pakistani serials became a sen-
sation in Kashmir around 2014. 
A cable TV channel named 

A
by  Mareaya FAyAZ

The Pakistani television serials, streaming into 
homes and smart phones across Kashmir have 

become the agency for indoctrination in  
Kashmir. Pakistani dramas are increasingly  

becoming a powerful and compelling medium 
to influence social shifts in Kashmir

Zindagi started airing these se-
rials and found a ready audience 
within Kashmir – particularly 
Kashmiri women. These women 
followed Pakistani bridal fashion. 
Hum TV and other channels like 
ARY Zauq and ARY Masala fol-
lowed. Women followed these 
channels to learn new recipes. 
The romance serials and comedy 
shows became talking points in 
Kashmir. A number of channels 
from Pakistan and some from 
Saudi Arabia were commonly 
seen by the Kashmiri society. 
Among these were ARY Zauq, 
ARY Masala, ARY Zindagi, Hum 
TV, PTV Sports, Paigam, Karbala 
TV, Geo News, ARY News Asia, 
Duniya News and Samna News. 
These channels generate news and 
religious content as well as info-
tainment, sports, satire, comedy 
and food shows.

The television content flowing 
into Kashmir from across the bor-
der included Peace TV English 
and Peace TV Urdu. These are 
owned by Islamic preacher Zakir 
Naik, who is on the run from the 
Indian authorities and is under in-
vestigation for terror links.

In 2017, 34 television channels 
being broadcast from abroad were 
banned in Kashmir, apparently 
because they have the potential 
to disturb “peace and order”. The 
banning of the Pakistani chan-
nels was seen as an attack towards 
the people of Kashmir. It was 
criticized by then chief minister 
Mehbooba Mufti and also Hur-
riyat. The move was called as an 
attempt to “hurt the collective 
psyche of Kashmiris” through this 
“cultural aggression and politics of 
invasion”.

The ban did not stop the Paki-

stani serials from flowing into 
Kashmir. By now, most of the se-
rials were available on YouTube. 
They continue to remain popu-
lar in Kashmir and are easily ac-
cessible to anyone interested in 
watching them.

While discussing the content 
of the television serials aired from 
Pakistan, I am reminded of how 
the serials on Ekta Kapoor were 
hated for their content. Even 
though many people admit that 
the content was ridiculous and 
corrupted the brains of young-
sters, the serials continued to have 
high rating.

It is the same with many serials 
aired from Pakistan. The content 
debases common family rela-
tionships. But the major issue of 
concern is that nobody is talking 
about the influence of these serials 
upon Kashmiri society.
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Pakistani serials are increas-
ingly emerging as a visual 
medium to promote domes-

tic violence. Despite having a solid 
plot, storyline, faultless acting and 
skilled direction, the themes and 
content of Pakistani dramas cause 
more harm than good to Kashmiri 
community.

The obsession of Kashmiris with 
Pakistani serials is of another level. 
Over the years, these serials have 
gained huge popularity in Kashmir. 
These serials have a huge audience 
here, and people watch these dramas 
for entertainment.

Sadly, there is no discussion in 
Kashmir on the deeply regressive 
content of these serials. There is no 
realization that serials which pro-
mote steep male chauvinism may 
be a bad influence on our society 
which already discriminates against 
women.

If we look at television content 
worldwide, we shall find that it cov-
ers a wide range of topics. Televi-
sion serials cover different genres 
from politics to science fiction and 
suspense thrillers.

However, when we look at Paki-
stani plays, we find that the major-
ity of them feature domestic vio-
lence, women as victims, second 
marriages, extramarital affairs and 
Triple Talaq. The popularity of this 
content in Kashmir reveals that it 
is being appreciated by the people.

Qayamat ranks among the highly 
popular Pakistan television series in 
Kashmir. One of the most-watched 
episodes of this series was the one in 
which a female character is brutally 
beaten by her husband. It is unfor-
tunate that the stories of women’s 
physical and emotional abuse attract 
a lot of attention and generate high 
revenue for the makers.

But how this TRP game is dam-

aging minds and molding public 
opinion in Kashmir is something 
that no one is taking note one. The 
episode in which a woman was 
beaten mercilessly by her husband 
was watched so much that it became 
the highest rated episode.

We need to observe this care-
fully. The regressive and deplorable 
content that should be rejected in 
disgust is being watched intently 

and obsessively. Sadly, such content 
that has been watched since years is 
now normalizing domestic violence 
within Kashmir society. This was 
already a pain point for the women 
of our society who have suffered do-
mestic violence. The Pakistani serials 
are only making the situation worse.

iNFLueNCiNG soCiAL 
ACCePTANCe oF  

DoMesTiC VioLeNCe

The society’s perspective on gender 
roles and the ramifications of mar-
riage is one of the most powerful 
variables that determines social ac-
ceptance of domestic violence. The 
commonly perceived and accepted 
gender roles in a society give sanction 
to domestic violence.

In many Arab and Asian civiliza-
tions, women are regarded to belong 
to their husband’s agnatic group. In 
these societies, it is a widely held be-

lief that women are the family’s prop-
erty and may be controlled as needed. 
This is specifically deeply entrenched 
in the Pakistani society. Such deep-
seated patriarchal minds normalize 
domestic violence in Pakistan.

Unfortunately, the continued im-
pact of regressive television serials is 
leading to higher incidence of domes-
tic violence in Kashmir. The contin-
ued absorption of Pakistani television 
content has made us consider domes-
tic violence as ‘okay’, and something 
that happens or is justifiable. 

The ProMoTioN oF 
FAMiLisM oVer  

iNDiViDuAL 
 WeLL-BeiNG

Familism. A social pattern in which 
the family assumes a position of as-
cendance over individual interests. 
There is a tendency in many cultures 
to respect familism and prioritize the 
wellbeing of the family over the well-
being or the choice of the individual.

The matter of concern is thatcul-
tures of familism add to the prolonged 
acceptability of abusive behaviour. 
Familism is common in collectivist 
societies. It can help to facilitate and 
sustain physical and emotional abuse 
inside families. This happens by ef-
fectively deterring victims from seek-
ing outside assistance or even identi-
fying their treatment as abusive.

This is also a very common pat-
tern in Pakistani television serials. A 
familiar thread in the serials is that the 
husband abuses and beats the wife af-
ter being brainwashed by his mother 
and sisters. The abused wife contin-
ues to believe that she should endure 
domestic violence as her divine duty.

Pakistani serials are increasingly emerging as a  
visual medium to promote domestic violence.  

Despite having a solid plot, storyline, faultless acting 
and skilled direction, the themes and content of  
Pakistani dramas cause more harm than good to 

Kashmiri community 

The regressive and  
deplorable content that should 

be rejected in disgust is  
being watched intently and  

obsessively. sadly, such content 
that has been watched since 

years is now normalizing  
domestic violence within  

Kashmir society

NorMALiZiNG DoMesTiC VioLeNCe
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NorMALiZiNG MuLTiPLe MArriAGes

reference is made to the 
contemporary Pakistani 
serials. Pakistani script 
writers seem to have a 
horrific agenda at hand 
– turning the male 
generation into sadis-
tic husbands and the 
women into submissive 
wives. In Kashmir, their 
script is being given so-
cial sanction.

BAND 
KhirKiyAN – 

CLosiNG The 
WiNDoWs  

oF LiFe

I was particularly disturbed by one 
of the serials titled Band Khirkiyan, 
which translates to closed windows. 
The male protagonist is shown as an 
over-protective, over-possessive stalker 
of a husband. He wants his wife to be 
around him all the time and seeks her 
attention every second. When this does 
not happen he beats her and abuses her 
constantly.

The 28 episodes of the series are 
focused on how the husband isolates 
his wife from her sister and father. All 
through this, he somehow sets a vibe 
that this is love –he supposedly loves 
his wife so much that he only wants to 
keep her for himself.

The man feeds his wife contracep-
tives without her knowledge because 

he can’t share her with a child. This 
portrayal of love is again so toxic. It 
seeks to establish that love means to 
own your wife, and keep her revolv-
ing around yourself. By the end of the 
show, both husband and wife are in-
volved in a car accident. The wife goes 
into coma and the husband is sad that 
he “broke his possession”. He repents, 
wife regains consciousness, goes with 
her husband because “he changed”.

Like most Pakistani serials, this series 
too promotes male chauvinism. The 
premise is that women are possessions 
of men. A husband can treat his wife 
any way he likes, and his sorry will set 
everything right.The messaging of 
all serials seems to be the same – that 
women should endure all pain, and at 
the end everything will be okay. This 
is the messaging for men and women 
alike. Treat your wife as your posses-
sion. Beat her, torture her, make her 
life a living hell because you have got 
control over her body and her mind. 
When she is on her death bed, apol-
ogize. Then all the trauma that the 
woman has suffered should suppos-
edly get erased, and both of them can 
go singing in gardens.  

eACh seriAL 
eNCourAGes WoMeN 

To KeeP suFFeriNG

Marital rape is wrapped and pack-
aged in ways to make it acceptable. 
The messaging is that it is okay to rape 

your wife if she is a little aloof. At the 
end the man says sorry and his abused, 
tortured, assaulted wife goes back to 
him. Each serial encourages its victims 
to keep suffering. Each abuser receives 
exactly what she stayed back for. My 
heart cries for all those women who 
may be in similar circumstances and 
may be told to continue suffering in 
hell. These serials are easily accessible 
on YouTube. They are popular not just 
among women but men too. Perhaps 
they fit well with the male chauvinist 
outlook.

It is also a matter of concern to see 
men treating their wife as their proper-
ty, which can be disposed of according 
to their needs. Like the protagonists of 
the series, the men feel that their wives 
should not be bothered by the constant 
abusive behaviour of the husbands.

A 32-year-old woman was recently 
set ablaze by her husband and her par-
ents-in- laws. According to her family, 
she endured a lot of domestic violence. 
She endured for long, and finally she 
was killed. Is this acceptable for a soci-
ety to lose its daughter this way?

A few months ago a video went viral 
in Kashmir. The woman was pleading 
that her husband and parents-in-law 
are always beating her, and that she 
is an orphan. It is tragic that women 
are targeted and victimized despite so 
many laws for their protection. It is 
even more tragic that she is victimized 
by the man who is supposed to be her 
saviour.

A study being done on the con-
tribution of mass media to-
wards increase in domestic 

violence also spoke to various religious 
leaders. The study established that no 
religion promotes violence against 
women or divorce.

So we have a dual play here. We see 
Pakistan projecting itself as the saviour 
of Muslims. At the same time, Paki-
stan is promoting a toxic masculinity 
which sanctions domestic violence and 
divorce. The television serials of Paki-
stan reflect the same pattern. Toxic 
masculinity, women suffering abuse, 
domestic violence, divorces. Pakistani 
television serials are indoctrinating 
Kashmiri society by promoting the 
same patterns here.

I don’t know if the Pakistani televi-
sion studios are aware of how Kashmiri 
society has become a fertile ground for 
Pakistan to embed the notion of de-
structive and violent male chauvinism. 
Socially, multiple marriages have been 
an anathema in Kashmir. The impact 
of Pakistani mass media is changing 
this.  

One can observe the shift in Kash-
mir society. The notion of multiple 
wives is getting normalized. The in-
stant pronouncement of triple talaq to 
divorce the wife is getting normalized. 
The notion of beating the wife is get-
ting normalized. This is the indoctri-
nation we are suffering at the hands of 
the Pakistan mass media.

Indoctrination – the process of 
teaching a person or group to accept 
a set of beliefs uncritically. Why is 
this shift in Kashmir being regarded 
as indoctrination? Because though 
Kashmir and Pakistan follow the 
same religion – Islam, at a civiliza-
tional and social level, we are starkly 
different communities. Kashmir has 
civilizationally been known for its lib-
eral, accommodative ethos regarding 
women’s rights.

This is changing. Our society is in-
corporating the trends of men opting 
for multiple marriages, the instant pro-
nouncement of Triple Talaq and wife 
beating. In social discussions, one can 

hear men say that it is okay to beat one’s 
wife if she does not do what the hus-
band expects from her. Astoundingly, 
one can watch even women express 
this opinion. In many such discussions, 

Courtesy the mass craze for Pakistani 
serials, one can observe the shift in 

Kashmir society. The notion of multiple 
wives is getting normalized. The 

 instant pronouncement of triple talaq to 
divorce the wife is getting normalized. 

The notion of beating the wife is getting 
normalized. This is the indoctrination 

we are suffering at the hands of the  
Pakistan mass media

Marital rape is wrapped and packaged in ways to 
make it acceptable. The messaging is that it is okay to 
rape your wife if she is a little aloof. At the end the man 

says sorry and his abused, tortured, assaulted wife 
goes back to him. each serial encourages its victims 

to keep suffering
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Marriage is a sacred rite 
in our culture and re-
ligion, establishing a 

lifelong link between two indi-
viduals and their families. Rights 
relating to marriage and divorce 
necessitate nuanced and informed 
debates.

Pakistani serials have trivialized 
these social realities in order to 
create cheap thrills in the name 
of entertainment. In all the years 
of growing up in Kashmir, I had 
never heard of Triple Talaq. I read 
about it only in my law books.

But I now realize that children 
in Pakistan would be very famil-
iar with this usage right from 
their childhood. In Pakistani 
serials, the husband pronounces 
instant Triple Talaq, and the mar-
riage ends.

The scriptwriters of Pakistani 
serials have made a joke of a life-
changing decision like divorce. 
In the series Meherposh, the fe-
male protagonist is divorced by 
her husband a few hours after 
marriage because he suspects her 
of having an affair before mar-
riage. The message delivered is 
two-pronged. One, you can di-
vorce a woman on the assump-
tion that she had an affair before 
marriage. Second, you should 
divorce a woman if she had a past 
relationship.

The male protagonist in the 
serial divorces his wife when his 

sister threatens him with suicide if 
he does not divorce her. The hero 
divorces his wife in the heat of the 
moment to please his sister. The 
female protagonist, unable to bear 
the situation any longer, commits 
suicide on the spot.

When the hero reaches out to 
touch her, he is prevented from 
doing so because he has now be-
come her namehram since their 

divorce.
The impact of this dystopian 

social exposure is that there is an 
increasing trend among Kash-
miri men of pronouncing instant 
Triple Talaqs to their wives for 
the most unfathomed reasons. To 
an ordinary woman like me, it 
is very disturbing and hurtful to 
witness these emerging trends in 
my society.

The reGressioN  
We Are WiTNessiNG 

iN KAshMir

Kashmir, which was once a 
highly progressive society, seems 
to be regressing. The indoctri-
nation by the Pakistani serials is 
aiding the decline. We are aware 
that the spouse has the legal and 
religious right to end a marriage 

by divorce. There are specific le-
gal and religious requirements 
entailed in the entire process that 
the television serials either ignore 
or fail to adequately depict.  

What the viewers see and hear 
are the three dreaded words pro-
nounced in quick succession.

In Zebaish, a 55-year-old law-
yer divorces his wife while mar-
rying the widow of a former em-
ployee. The explanation offered is 
that the man was irritated that his 
wife was preoccupied with her 
profession and didn’t provide him 
with the attention that he desired. 
He divorces her at the request of 
his second wife.

Let us analyze what is being 

showcased here. It is acceptable 
for a man to divorce his wife if 
she is career-oriented. It does not 
matter that they have been mar-
ried for 25 to 30 years.

In a society which is already 
patriarchal, the deepening of 
such notions can lead to disas-
trous consequences. For those 
who are easily influenced, such 
ideas can have a very negative 
impact.

In Pakistani serials, happy mar-
riages built on mutual love and 
respect is a rarity. When casual 
divorces happen in seconds, we 
are aware of the messaging to 
the society – that such conduct is 
normal and acceptable.

The impact of this dystopian social exposure is that 
there is an increasing trend among Kashmiri men of 

pronouncing instant Triple Talaqs to their wives for the 
most unfathomed reasons. To an ordinary woman like 

me, it is very disturbing and hurtful to witness these 
emerging trends in my society

A reflection of Pak society
Do We Want To Be  

The same?

PAKisTANi seriALs
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Numm, a Pakistani se-
ries, portrays a woman 
forced into a marriage 

with a young boy as a punish-
ment for a crime committed by 
her male relative. When the boy 
grows into a man, he is married 
to a young girl “for having ba-
bies”. 

The two line explanation 
of this series says it all. First, a 
woman is fit to be punished for 
someone else’s crime. Why? Sup-
posedly because the woman isn’t 
human. She exists simply for the 
convenience of men. The second 
construct here is that a woman is 
a baby-making machine. That is 
all there is to her.

There is another representation 
of the chauvinist culture shown 
in the series titled Muqaddar. 
A young woman is kidnapped 
for purpose of second marriage. 
And then begins the life of end-
less struggles for the poor soul. 

In a series titled Tera Gum Aur 
Hum, the man brings home a 
second wife. She was his former 
girlfriend and cousin. The ex-
amples are many.

The Kashmir society tradi-
tionally did not accord social 
sanction to second marriage. 
Now the Pakistani serials are 
embedding the concept of mul-
tiple wives. Most Pakistani se-
rials project overtly or covertly 
that it is acceptable that a man 
may need two or three wives, 
because one wife “cannot satisfy 
the needs of a man”. 

Pakistani serials normalize the 
notion that a man needs multiple 
wives to fulfill his male ego and 
give him a sense of superiority. 
This is one of the ways in which 
our youth get indoctrinated. 
They have no idea of the injunc-
tions in Islam regarding multiple 
wives. But they willy-nilly ab-
sorb what is shown in Pakistani 

TV serials – that having multiple 
wives is acceptable.

iN The NAMe oF  
eNTerTAiNMeNT,  
WoMeN’s riGhTs 

Are BeiNG erAseD

These serials impact not just 
the men. They impact the psyche 
of women too. Their message 
to women and girls is that you 
must continue to silently endure 
the mental and physical pain in-
flicted upon you. Living in an 
abusive, loveless marriage is ac-
ceptable because your suffering 
does not matter. The social optics 
– what the society will think – is 
projected as the only criteria that 
matters.

These serials teach women 
that they must accept all abuse 
dished to them. They should take 
all beatings from their parents-
in-law or from their husband because one day things will sup-

posedly change. When the apol-
ogy is offered by the offender, all 
hurtful past must be left behind 
as if it never happened.

All this and more is being 
ingrained in the minds of our 
youth. In the name of entertain-
ment, women’s rights are erased. 
They may be abused or beaten, 
but it must be endured for the 
sake of the husband and the fam-
ily.

These bizarre ideas must not 
be taken lightly, especially by 

women. Being Muslim women, 
we all must know that a husband 
cannot have authority over his 
wife. A Muslim man is not al-
lowed to beat his wife or any 
other woman. Islam gives le-
gal rights to women. They do 
not need to endure emotional 
or physical pain inflicted upon 
them by their husbands or par-
ents-in-law. Kashmir needs to 
boycott such shows. Such nega-
tive emotions infiltrate into the 
minds of young viewers, which 
can have a disastrous impact.

These serials impact not just the 
men. They impact the psyche of 

women too. Their message to women 
and girls is that you must continue to 

silently endure the mental and  
physical pain inflicted upon you.  

Living in an abusive, loveless  
marriage is acceptable because your 

suffering does not matter. The  
social optics – what the society will 

think – is projected as the only  
criteria that matters

These serials have generated 
a lot of criticism in Pakistan, 
mostly by women who know 
their rights. But such criticism is 
restricted to the urban pockets 
of Kashmir. Most Kashmiris tend 
to absorb what is dished out on 
television. Families and elders 
alike turn on their television sets 
in the evening and absorb the 
content in big and small ways. 
They do not give any thought to 
the consequences of such con-
tent on the minds of youngsters. 
Families watch such content in 
front of their children, unmind-
ful of how their children are 
absorbing filth and wrong ideas 
through television content. 
Exposure to such regressive 
content causes lifelong patterns 
that define our relationships. 
Such exposure makes young 
men male chauvinists who 
believe that women need to be 
controlled and used for one’s 
own pleasure.

Pakistani serials normalize the notion that a man needs 
multiple wives to fulfill his male ego and give him a 

sense of superiority. This is one of the ways in which 
our youth get indoctrinated. They have no idea of the  

injunctions in islam regarding multiple wives. They 
willy-nilly absorb what is shown in Pakistani TV serials 

– that having multiple wives is acceptable

PAKisTANi TV seriALs 
Are iMPACTiNG The 

PsyChe oF WoMeN Too

ALso iN PAKisTAN: 
heavy Criticism of 

regressive Content 
of TV serials
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