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The presence of the Army may soon be minimised in some 
areas of Jammu & Kashmir. A new chapter may begin for 
the Valley if this news from the Ministry of Defence were 
to find its face.
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I
n the backdrop of Pakistan facing one of its worst economic crisis, the 
mullahs of that country are threatening the world of nuclear bombing 
if any country insisted on payment of debts. 

Pakistan is dealing with an unprecedented inflation, a depreciating 
currency and lowest foreign reserves. The country is reeling under 

darkness owing to the collapsing of its systems. Factories are shut and 
vehicles are off the roads owing to the shortage of fuel and energy.

Videos of mullahs threatening the world of dire consequences if the 
country were not bailed out - have been surfacing quite a lot recently. 
So much so, some hawkish so-called defense experts are also making 
irresponsible statements about the use of nuclear warheads. Such 
irresponsible and bizarre statements coming from illiterate mullahs and 
the educated alike, is alarming. A so-called defense expert has gone to 
the extent of saying that if the world forces Pakistan to return debts, 
they will sell nuclear war heads to their Muslim countries. After giving 
five to the Saudis, five to Iran and five to Turkey, “we will still have 140”, 
he said. This, he added, would scare the world. But this actually shows 
how unsafe the nuclear war heads in Pakistan are. It also reflects on the 
overall mindset in that country. They are, as casual, about proliferation 
and use of nuclear weapons as they are about exporting terrorists to their 
neighbours. 

The economic crisis in Pakistan has established one thing beyond 
doubt that the nuclear war heads are not in safe hands in that country 
and the outside world should take a serious note of it. 

 Bashir Assad

NEIGHBOURS, 
GET A REALITY 
CHECK!
In the face of an economic crisis, 
the mullahs and some defense 
representatives in Pakistan have been 
giving out irresponsible statements. 
Time to check on some reality! 
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As per some senior sources from the As per some senior sources from the 
Ministry of Defence, owing to the new-Ministry of Defence, owing to the new-
found peace in some areas of Jammu & found peace in some areas of Jammu & 
Kashmir, the presence of the Army may Kashmir, the presence of the Army may 
soon be minimised there, discovers soon be minimised there, discovers 
Kashmir CentralKashmir Central

by Bisma Nazir

As per some senior sources from the 
Ministry of Defence, owing to the new-
found peace in some areas of Jammu & 
Kashmir, the presence of the Army may 
soon be minimised there, discovers 
Kashmir Central

SOLDIERING ON,SOLDIERING ON,
ORORTIME TO TIME TO 
GO HOME?GO HOME?
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N
ow we could be 
staring into a 
path-breaking step 
here! 

The 
Government of India is mulling 
over minimising the presence 
of the Army in the south of 
Pirpanjal in Poonch and Rajouri 
districts and the north of 
Srinagar in Baramulla, Kupwara 
and Bandipora districts. 

Yes. Kashmir Central has 
learned from credible sources 
in the Ministry of Defence that 
the government is seriously 
considering gradual withdrawal 
of the Army from certain 
pockets in north Kashmir 
in the Kashmir division and 
Poonch and Rajouri districts 
in the Jammu province. The 
proposal is at an advanced stage 
and being discussed at inter-
ministerial level. 

Some sources in the Defence 
Ministry have told Kashmir 
Central that the proposal, 

though feasible, is under serious 
discussion, However, a decision 
can’t be expected very soon 

because the involvement of all 
the stakeholders is inevitable. 
The sources also said that 
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the withdrawal of the Army 
is initially proposed in the 
south of Pirpanjal - that is 
Poonch, Rajouri and Doda 
and Kishtiwar districts. The 
sources confirmed that a series 
of inter- ministerial discussion 
has already taken place on the 
proposal and there is, by and 
large, agreement on the fact 
that given the improvement in 
the overall security scenario in 
Jammu and Kashmir, it would 
be appropriate to minimise 
the footprints of the Army in 
comparatively peaceful areas 
of Jammu and Kashmir. It is 
however proposed that the 
Army shall continue to man 
the Line Of Control. The 
sources however, refused to 
divulge the details but hinted 
at withdrawal of the Rashtriya 

Rifles units which had been 
on the forefront in counter 
insurgency operations from 
some areas of north Kashmir 
on an experimental basis. “We 
can withdraw according to the 
situation and re-deploy if the 
situation demands - what is the 
big deal in it!” a senior officer in 
the Ministry of Defence told this 
scribe. 

He added there was no 
harm in relocating the Army if 
the situation demanded. “We 
have an eagle’s eye and we keep 
assessing the ground situation 
on a daily basis. As of now, it 
looks reasonable to withdraw 
a sizeable number of Rashtriya 
Rifles from certain areas in 
north Kashmir and the south of 
Pirpanjal,” he said. 

The officer also said that 
the decision had to be taken in 
consultation with the Ministry 
of Home Affairs and the Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
because it shall be a sort of 
replacement of the Army by 
the CRPF - which comes under 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
He added that the decision to 
this effect could take some time 
because of the nuances and 
sensitivities involved. 

This merits a mention that 
post the abrogation of Article 
370 in 2019, the law and order 
situation in Kashmir valley 
has improved considerably. 

The level of violence has come 
down. It is also interesting 
to note that since February 
2022, with the renewal of the 
ceasefire agreement of 2003, 
the infiltration attempts across 
the LOC and the international 
border have also gone down 
considerably. The year 2022 
witnessed the least number of 
infiltration in the recent years. 
On the other hand, the security 
forces were able to gun down 
the top terrorist commanders 
of almost all the active terrorist 
organisations in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The integrated efforts 
by the Army, paramilitary 
troops and the Jammu & 
Kashmir police resulted in 
elimination of more than 150 
terrorists during the year 2022. 

The year 2022 also 
witnessed the lowest number 
of recruitments in terrorist 
camps. The only cause for 
concern through the year was 
the targeted killings of civilians, 
particularly of a minority 
community. 

But let this be known 
too that there are credible 
intelligence inputs that 
terrorists may try to vitiate the 
atmosphere in the months of 
Spring. As the G-20 summit is 
happening in India and some 
events are also scheduled for 
Kashmir, there will be attempts 
to create some kind of nuisance 
to destabilise the situation.

It is, however, not clear if the 
decision to withdraw the Army 
from the north of Kashmir 
would be taken before or after 
the G-20 summit. 
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by Bashir Assad

The anti-encroachment drive 
has been suspended and it’s 
given the State adversaries 
the power to jump into the 
cesspool and fish as per their 
convenience. It’s ever so crucial 
for the public to see through 
false, anti-State narratives and 
not get into these traps

BREAK 
THROUGH 
FALSENESS

T
he anti- encroachment 
drive has been suspended 
by the UT administration 
for all the good reasons 
but not before creating 

a situation wherein people ended 
up with a sense of insecurity and 
alienation. 

As reported earlier, the anti-
encroachment drive was stopped 
after the intervention of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. This 
merits a mention here that LG 
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Manoj Sinha had, on several 
occasions, directed officers 
not to harass poor people 
who are petty encroachers. 
The Kashmir Central learned 
from credible inside sources 
that whenever meetings were 
convened by the LG to discuss 
the retrieval of the encroached 
State land, there would come 
clear-cut instruction on not 
touching the petty encroachers. 
The deputy commissioners 
were directed to monitor the 
retrieval drive personally on 
a daily basis, to ensure that 
poor people were not affected. 
However the instructions were 
often breached, as observed 
by the field officers. The poor 
and the under-privileged were 
targeted immediately since 
they were perceived to be 
shielding the big sharks. The 
aggressive anti–poor actions of 
the field officers created chaotic 
situations across Jammu and 
Kashmir. The directions of LG 
Sinha and his assurances to the 
people fell on deaf ears. There 
was hue and cry as field officers 
exploited the situation fully 
for ulterior motives. The field 
agencies indulged in virtual 
loot, rampant corruption, 
abuse of power and dignity. 
On the other hand, adversaries 
of the State tried to fish in the 
troubled waters. They jumped 
in to create a narrative which 
had the potential to undo what 
was achieved in the last three 
years. The political class was 
also given an issue on a platter 
and it was but natural for the 
political leaders to respond to 
the situation in a very aggressive 
manner.

CREATING NOTIONS

There is a proverb in Kashmiri 
– ‘Varmulli kheayay oontan 
kapas, banihalli tchetekh 
doonis nas’ – meaning someone 
else is convicted for someone 
else’s crime. The complex 
psyche in Kashmir has been, 
for decades, fully exploited, 
rather influenced by the non-
State narrative. An action of a 
patwaari or a tehsildar or any 
other government official which 
goes against the interests of a 
group of people, is always seen 
as a conspiracy hatched and 
orchestrated in New Delhi. The 
so-called alienation in Kashmir 
is something the genesis of 
which, is local. A government 
servant is seen as an instrument 
of the State. His personal likes, 
dislikes, actions and non-
actions are attributed to ‘the 
government policy’. 

The narrative of ‘altering’ 
the demography is nothing but 
the action of the government 
servants to see how people’s 
psyche can be impacted. The 
narration, interpretation and 

execution of government 
orders by the officers at the 
lower level are actually at the 
core of public opinion. For 
instance, take the suspension 
of the anti–encroachment drive 
itself. It is no more a secret 
that the Ministry of Home 
Affairs expressed its displeasure 
over the mess created by the 
anti- encroachment drive and 
directions were issued to the 
UT administration to suspend it 
and formulate a comprehensive 
policy wherein people had the 
right to be heard before going 
for any offensive. But nobody is 
speaking about the directions 
of the Home Minister! It has 
not become a narrative. Even 
political leaders didn’t hale 
the intervention. There is 
complete silence on this. What 
is still selling like hot cakes is 
‘the execution of demography 
plan by the tehsildar and the 
patwaari’. It will remain there 
because it suits the so called 
stakeholders. 

So who is to be blamed 
for this mountain out of mole 
narrative? The bureaucracy at 
the senior level gullibly ignores 
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the actions of the field agencies 
and their implications on the 
overall security situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Unlike 
other parts of the country, a 
government servant in the 
Kashmir valley represents the 
State in totality. His personal 
likes, dislikes, weaknesses, 
strengths - everything is clubbed 
with the policy-planning at the 
highest level. And interestingly a 
government servant enjoys this 
status till his superannuation. 

‘More loyal than the king’ would 
not be appropriate to fit in here. 
He is rather more lethal than 
the hard power of the State and 
even more lethal than the non–
State, gun-yielding actors. It is 
only after his retirement that 
a government would become 
a rebel. Now he would expose 
‘intentions and designs’ of the 
State and its institutions. He 
would “educate” people about 
the fascist approach of the State 
towards the people. He would 

be on the masque committee 
and welfare committee to 
influence the illiterate and the 
uneducated with his poisonous 
hypocrisy. The hasty actions 
and bureaucratic adventurism 
have the potential to vitiate the 
atmosphere because peace is 
not a static position. There is 
an honest admission by some 
senior bureaucrats that the 
government has only succeeded 
in maintaining law and order 
through various security and 
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other measures. According to 
them, peace is still elusive. Peace 
cannot be measured through 
non-violence alone. We need 
to understand this difference. 
Behavior of the people has 
changed beyond doubt. There 
is disillusionment with violence 
and separatism. There is a 
realisation that violence only 
brings death and destruction. 
There is calm. But is this real 
peace - is the question that 
needs a detailed analysis. 

THE REAL IRRITANTS 

There are two irritants in 
establishing a lasting narrative 
of peace in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The political leaders, 
irrespective of party affiliations, 
are propagating a particular 
thought process not aligned 
with the idea of integration. 
They are guided by certain 
compulsions which don’t allow 
them to be realistic and rational. 
The compulsions are both real 
and perceived. They have fears 
that realism and rationalism 
don’t fetch votes. Excitement 
and emotive politics do.

Secondly there are hardly any 
efforts by the administration to 
instill confidence in the masses. 
We are facing a unique situation 
in Kashmir were pro-people 
measures finally end up as ‘anti–
people’ essentially because of the 
powerful anti-State machinery 
working day and night to 
instill fear and insecurity 
among the masses viz-a-viz 
the government decisions 
whatsoever. The situation 
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is more unique because the 
decision-making bodies have 
so far failed in interpretation 
of the decisions taken. There 
is hardly any mechanism in 
place through which people 
could be educated about the 
government policies. The 
decisions whatsoever, therefore, 
are free for interpretation and 
are looked upon with suspicion. 
With a certain degree of 
authenticity, it could be argued, 
that government decisions may 
be in the right earnest but the 
decision making institutions 
and individuals have failed 
to address the element of 
suspension and insecurity. The 
complex situation is exploited 
by the adversaries of the State 
and the anti-State narrative 
is somehow attractive for 
the general public. At times, 
the administrative apparatus 
creates confusion again because 
there are little efforts towards 
changing the perception of the 
people. 

SPOILSPORTS 

Government’s ill-conceived idea 
of pampering individuals and 
organisations with doubtful 
credentials for the propagation 
of government policies, has 
proved counterproductive.

And then, the arrogance and 
aggression of the layers of power 
is definitely coming in the way 
of perception management. 
Officers at all levels are working 
with a certain mindset. They 
are law unto themselves as they 

believe they are not answerable 
for their actions. Though the 
most powerful ones could not 
evade the long arms of the law, 
however, the impression is quite 
contrary. 

As argued before, every 
single government symbolises 
the State and their arrogance 
and actions are seen in 
consonance with the policy of 
the government. 
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KHELO 
INDIA: 
SPO(R)T 
ON!

by Tufail Mian

K
helo India Winter Games 2023 saw 
a mega and a glittering ceremony in 
Gulmarg, Jammu & Kashmir a few 
days back. This was the third edition of 
the tournament under the Khelo India 

Initiative by the Indian government.
Around 1,500 athletes from all over the 

country participated in this edition of the games. 
Gulmarg and Leh had jointly hosted the first two 
editions of the competition in 2020 and 2021. 
The Khelo India Winter Games 2023 were jointly 
organised by India’s Ministry of Youth Affairs and 



Union Sports Minister 
Anurag Thakur lauded 
the J&K Government for 
developing sports facilities at 
grassroots level and achieving 
unprecedented progress in 
the sports sector over a short 
span of time. He said, “Jammu 
& Kashmir has achieved an 

immense sports infrastructure 
and enthusiasm over the last 
three years. Indoor sports 
facilities have been built in 
every district and every village 
has been connected with a 
playground”.

“Once known for stone 
pelting, J&K is now treading 

Sports, the Jammu & Kashmir 
Sports Council as well as the 
Winter Games Association of 
Jammu & Kashmir.

The games this season 
featured over 1,500 athletes 
from across the nation, 
competing in 11 winter sports. 
Sports like alpine skiing, curling, 
bobsleigh, skeleton, snowshoe, 
Nordic skiing, snowboarding, 
ski mountaineering, ice skating, 
ice hockey and bandy featured 
at KIWG 2023.

The mega sports event was 
declared open in the presence 
of Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor 
of J&K Manoj Sinha and 
Hon’ble Union Minister for 
Youth Affairs & Sports and I&B 
Anurag Thakur.

Speaking at the occasion, 
LG Manoj Sinha complemented 
and greeted the athletes for their 
participation. He promised that 
J&K would organise more such 
games in the future so that the 
talent of the youth be harnessed 
well.

He said in his opening 
speech: “Khelo India Winter 
Games will celebrate and 
honour sporting excellence 
and witness the contests 
of skill and endurance of 
athletes. It is a great occasion 
to strive for the greatest 
victory, to uphold the spirit of 
sportsmanship, peace, equality, 
friendship and respect for 
competitors. The spirit of 
oneness, Ek Bharat, Shresht 
Bharat will make us stronger”.

The opening ceremony was 
streamed live on Prasar Bharti, 
DD Sports as well as on the 
official YouTube channel of the 
J&K Sports Council.
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the path of sports like Wushu, 
football and cricket. This is 
the new picture of Jammu & 
Kashmir visualised by PM 
Narendra Modi”, he added. 

Notably, the idea of holding 
the National Winter Games 
in J&K was implemented after 
the scrapping of Article 370, 
a temporary provision in the 
Constitution, in 2019.

Ravi Kumar, an athlete from 
Rajasthan, who has participated 
in various international 
events, was impressed by the 
arrangements made by the J&K 
Sports Council. He remarked: “I 
have participated in a number 
of international games along 
with the World Championship 
conducted in Italy recently. 
Since 2019, I’ve been 
participating in Khelo India 
Winter Games in J&K. The local 
administration has made great 
arrangements for the athletes as 
per need”. 

The third edition of the Khelo India 
Winter games held in Gulmarg 
a few days back, lifted the mood 
of the entire State, its people 
besides of course the players who 
participated. The games not only 
honour sporting excellence but go 
a long way in buoying up the State’s 
confidence, trade and mood.

Meanwhile, PM Narendra 
Modi had sent his best wishes 
for a successful event via 
twitter. He wrote: “Best wishes 
to all athletes taking part in 
the 3rd Khelo India National 
Winter Games. The Games are 

being held in the picturesque 
surroundings of Gulmarg. This 
will also boost the sporting 
culture in Jammu & Kashmir”.

The event witnessed cultural 
performances along with sports 
competitions. A number of local 
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artists and vocalists performed 
at the week-long event. 

At the culmination of the 
event, J&K topped the medal 
tally, bagging 26 gold medals, 25 
silver medals, 25 bronze medals 
followed by Maharashtra with 
13 gold, 8 silver and 6 bronze 
medals. The third position was 
achieved by Himachal Pradesh 
with 10 gold, 14 silver and 7 
bronze medals while the Army 
took 10 gold, 10 silver and 9 
bronze medals.

The sensation of the 
event was Eklayva Jagal, a 
Class X student from Amity 
International School, Noida, 
who won two gold medals in 
the short track ice skating event 
under the 15-19 years age group. 

Eklavaya has also been a 
national medalist for the last 
seven years in Short Track Ice 
Skating Championships. He 
has represented India at various 
international ice skating events 
as well.

Speaking at the closing 
ceremony, Union Minister of 

State for Home Affairs and 
Youth Affairs and Sports Nishit 
Pramanik remarked that the 
3rd Khelo India Winter Games 
turned out to be a major event 
compared to the previous 
events. He hoped that the next 
event would be even bigger 
and will be comparable to 
international events. 

He also mentioned how 
players like Sarfaraz Ahmad 
and Arif Khan, who played in 
the Winter Olympics, made 
our nation proud. “In the last 
two years, the government has 
developed indoor stadiums 
in every district of Jammu & 
Kashmir besides playgrounds 
in every panchayat,” he said, 
underlining J&K’s transition 

into a new era of prosperity.
The general public that 

witnessed the event was left 
impressed and proud. Abdul 
Hameed, who owns a local 
shop in Gulmarg, said that such 
events boosted their business 
and participation by every 
section opened more avenues 
for the business community. 
“Such events with such mega 
participation from both local 
and national players boost 
our daily businesses. We want 
more such events and they 
will go a long way in uplifting 
our economy and buoying up 
businesses in the State which 
had been seeing a dead end until 
some years back”.
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GOOD MEN MAKE 
SUCCESSFUL 
WOMEN When a recent post about 

Shopian cricketer Jasia 
Akhter attracted nasty 
comments from men, it gave 
Mareaya Fayaz a reason to 
wonder if we had failed to 
raise better men. Well, there 
is hope, she concludes, 
in men who still stand by 
women and celebrate their 
success.

S
o, have we, as a society, 
failed to raise better 
men? Well, writing 
on this issue is pretty 
hard for a woman 

surrounded by men who have 
supported her all her life. But 
I have also found, from my 
experience, that all men are 
not so capable of encouraging 
women to do things they like. 
I never faced any restriction 
or negative influence from the 
males in my family and so, I 
have always been career-driven. 
But even though I never faced 
any issue from my own family, I 
have certainly been ridiculed by 
men outside of my family. Allow 
me to narrate an incident when 
a guy I didn’t even know started 
texting me on instagram asking 
why I had uploaded my picture 
as my display picture, and also 
questioned me as to why I had 
written in my bio that I was a 
PhD scholar from a particular 
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university. He accused that I had 
written all this to garner male 
interest. I was surprised but then 
I have faced such stuff so much 
that I have learnt to ignore it. In 
fact, if you go to the instagram 
pages of female influencers, 
you will see both positive and 
negative comments. 

 Recently I read a post on 
Facebook that praised Jasia 
Akhter for becoming the 
first female cricketer from 
Shopian to secure a contract 
of Rs 20 lakh in an auction as 
base price. The post, written 
in a simple language, held so 
much pride that a daughter of 
Kashmir had made it so good 
in her field. Sports is, after all, 
not something too common 
among the women in Kashmir. 
Of course, women do play, but 
they never make it a career 
choice. But with changing times, 
women are entering this field 
too and building careers here. 
The only thing shocking in this 
post were the comments made 
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by some I would call ‘badly 
raised men’ who satisfy their 
fragile egos by making nasty 
comments about women. 

One among such comments 
was by one Tariq Ahmad Dar 
who wrote “Pehle mujhe batao 
ye mard hai ya aurat”. Another 
one - SK Ramajan – wrote: 
“Looks like a male”, while one 
Nazir Kumar said “Please is he 
or she”. Another one - Amir 
Iqbal – wrote: “I don’t think 
she is a girl” while another one 
said: “Yeh gay hai”. There were 
so many such comments that 
soon I was too discouraged to 
read further. I was wondering 
if these men behaved like this 
with their own families too. Do 
they say such mean things to 
their sisters or female friends as 
well? How can people say such 
terrible things 
to someone just 
because they 
don’t fit their 
ideas of beauty? 

I feel that 
these are just 
badly raised 
men who haven’t 
been taught 
how to talk or 
say things? But 
this raises more 
questions than it 
answers because 
we Kashmiris are 
known for our 
politeness which 
is inherent to 
both men and 
women. But if 
this is how our 
males talk about 
women, haven’t 
we failed as a 

society to raise good men? 
I talked to some women 

about this issue and many of 
them shared similar opinions 
because most of them, were, at 
some point, the target of such 
abuse too. A friend of mine 
Mehak Wazir said: “I have seen 
many such comments. I used 
to upload reels on instagram 
and many guys would just write 
things like “you aren’t that 
pretty”, or “stop using filters” etc. 
All this did affect me at first but 
then I realised that these were 
just men who satisfy their egos 
by making other people feel bad 
about themselves and we should 
not care about it”.

I showed these comments 
to a beautician - Shabina who 
said: “I earn my livelihood by 
beautifying women but I always 

tell my clients they are already 
beautiful and all I do is, bring 
that beauty out. But these kind 
of comments discourage me. 
How sad to see men say all these 
things about women without 
thinking. Where do they come 
from, what are they being 
taught? If my brother or my son 
were to say such things about 
a girl, then I would consider 
myself a failure as a sister, as a 
mother and as a woman”. 

But there is always hope. 
Even though Jasia Akhter 
attracted many nasty comments; 
there were still some people 
who left comments of 
encouragement for the young 
cricketer and they came from 
some men too. Not only did 
these men criticise the ones 
who ridiculed the cricketer, they 
left comments filled with great 
encouragement. 

Indeed, such men are the 
reason why women believe 
in themselves and can walk 
shoulder to shoulder with their 
male counterparts.
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